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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Background 

The Miami-Dade County Department of Planning, Development and Regulation completed the 
Specific Area Planning Report for Improving Mobility for the Dade/and Regional Activity 
Center in September, 1996. That Report was prepared under the auspices of the Metropolitan 
Planning Organization's 1996 Unified Planning Work Program for Transportation for 
Miami-Dade County (UPWP), Task No. 2.15. The objective of the Report was to develop a land 
use and design plan for a metropolitan urban center or Metrorail station to produce a land use 
pattern and redevelopment designs that promote mobility by means other than single occupant 
vehicles (SOV's). The Report contained recommendations dealing with land use and 
development, pedestrian and bicycle facilities, transportation, parking, and urban design. 

Purpose 

The 1998 UPWP, Task No. 2.15 calls for the implementation of the recommended planning 
activities contained in the Specific Area Planning Report for Improving Mobility for the 
Dade/and Regional Activity Center and the Specific Area Planning Report for Improving 
Mobility for the West Flagler Street Corridor Study Area. For each recommendation in the 
Report for the Dadeland Regional Activity Center, this Report lists both current and future 
implementation measures to ensure that the recommendations are implemented. A separate 
Implementation Report is being prepared for the West Flagler Street Corridor Study Area. 

Methodology 

A Work Group composed of several different agencies, including the Miami-Dade Department of 
Planning, Development and Regulation, the Secretariat of the Metropolitan Planning Organization 
for the Miami Urbanized Area, the Miami-Dade Transit Agency, the Miami-Dade Public Works 
Department, and the Florida Department of Transportation, District Six Office formulated a 
process over a series of meetings to develop these implementation measures to address the 
recommendations formulated in the 1996 Specific Area Planning Report for Improving Mobility 
for the Dade/and Regional Activity Center. 

The Department of Planning, Development and Regulation disseminated information on this 
Report and the implementation process to the community through presentations made to the East 
Kendall Community Council (Community Council 12) on May 20, 1998, when the Department 
presented the Report, explained the implementation process, and requested input from the 
Council, and July 15, 1998 when the results of a charrette (see following page) for the Dadeland 
area were presented to the Council. 

A different measure or measures for implementation with a unique time frame adheres to each 
recommendation. These measures are designed to facilitate the transformation of the Dadeland 
Regional Activity Center into an area which is conducive to the use of such alternative 
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transportation modes to the SOY, as walking, bicycling, and transit. Where the recommendations 
are addressed through adopted documents such as the Comprehensive Development Master Plan 
(CDMP), the Code of Miami-Dade County, and programmed or planned measures, this Report 
lists the specific CDMP policy, Code Section, and the specific report or program For future 
implementation measures, the Work Group formulated the measure most appropriate to address 
the recommendation and the time frame necessary to implement the recommendation. 

In addition to the implementation measures, a set of urban design guidelines is also included to be 
used by County staff to guide the future development and redevelopment of the Study Area so 
that a more livable community is created where residents and visitors may be able to walk, 
bicycle, or use public transit to reach their destinations. 

To formulate an urban design plan for the area the firms of Dover, Kohl & Partners and Duany, 
Plater-Zyberk & Company conducted a charrette for the Dadeland area, dubbed "Downtown 
Kendall," from June 5, 1998 to June 12, 1998. The charrette was funded by the Florida 
Department of Community Affairs, the Miami-Dade Transit Agency, the South Florida Water 
Management District, and Chamber South. Representatives of government agencies, local 
architects and designers, and members of the community participated in the weeklong process to 
synthesize their visions for the area, resulting in a future plan for the area. 

Findings 

This Report addresses a total of thirty-three recommendations designed to transform the 
Dadeland Regional Activity Center into an area conducive to the use of alternative modes of 
transportation. Of these recommendations, twenty-six (approximately 79%) are currently being 
implemented by one or more various agencies. Seven recommendations (approximately 21 % of 
total) are not being implemented at the present time. All thirty-three ( 100%) of the 
recommendations are programmed to be implemented or may be implemented through the 
inclusion of additional programming in the future. However, for some of the recommendations 
the present implementation measure may differ from the future implementation measure. 

Land Use and Development Pattern 

The Land Use and Development Pattern Section addresses recommendations to incorporate an 
urban development pattern, such as mixed use, high lot coverage, and human scale. The charrette 
also followed these precepts in formulating the future vision and Urban Design Guidelines for the 
area, resulting in a plan which emphasizes pedestrian mobility and comfort. The implementation 
of a zoning ordinance to be derived from the Urban Design Guidelines will then apply specific 
development requirements and restrictions, thereby creating a more livable environment. 

Pedestrian and Bicycle Facilities 

The Pedestrian and Bicycle Facilities Section addresses several recommendations to improve the 
comfort for pedestrians and bicyclists through programming of facilities such as sidewalks, 
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crosswalks, pedestrian signals, and bicycle lanes. The Florida Department of Transportation will 
add the following facilities to their "pushbutton contract" in the future. 

Dadeland Regional Activity Center 

Location Proposed Treatment 

US 1 at SW 98 Street High emphasis crosswalk over existing and supplemental 
ped heads & buttons for S & N legs. 

US 1 at Datran Drive High emphasis crosswalk over existing and supplemental 
ped heads & buttons at SE comer. 

US 1 at Dadeland Blvd. High emphasis crosswalk over existing. 

US 1 at Kendall Drive High emphasis crosswalk over existing. 

US I at SW 67 Avenue High emphasis crosswalk over existing. 

US 1 at SW 80 Street High emphasis crosswalk over existing. 

Kendall Drive at SW 7500 Blk. High emphasis crosswalk over existing. 

Transportation/Parking 

The Transportation Section addresses the recommendations to reduce vehicle miles traveled 
through the continued implementation of programs such as transit passes, flexible working hours, 
and carpooling/vanpooling. The Metropolitan Planning Organization is currently preparing a 
report addressing parking issues Countywide, which may ultimately be utilized to revise the 
Parking Ordinance. 

Also, the Miami-Dade Transit Agency is currently studying the Kendall Drive Corridor as part of 
a Major Investment Study (MIS) for Kendall Drive. The MIS will consider the recommendations 
formulated by the Downtown Kendall Charrette discussed below. 

Urban Design 

Finally, the Urban Design Implementation Concepts contained in this Report will help to realize a 
vision for the future of the study area by developing a sense of place through the mixture ofland 
uses, sensitive integration of public space into the community, human-scaled architecture, 
walkable streets and blocks, shared parking, and landscaping. 

Benefits 

In the short term, one of the benefits derived from the implementation of the recommendations in 
the Mobility Report for the Dadeland Regional Activity Center was the charrette and the 
"Downtown Kendall Master Plan" proposed to create a more pedestrian, bicycle, and 
transit-friendly Dadeland Regional Activity Center. A second phase to implement the concepts of 
this Plan through the development of an overlay zoning ordinance is scheduled to take place 
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during fiscal year 1998-1999. In addition, the Specific Area Planning Report for Improving 
Mobility for the Dade/and Regional Activity Center Report incurs benefits including 1) the 
immediate attention that DPDR, MPO, MDTA, PWD, and FDOT paid to the need of creating a 
more pedestrian, bicycle, and transit-friendly environment; 2) the commitment and efforts of these 
agencies in implementing the recommendations; and 3) the Urban Design Implementation 
Concepts to be used by DPDR staff to evaluate development and redevelopment proposals in the 
area. 

In the long-term, adherence to these implementation measures and development and adoption of a 
zoning overlay district will ultimately realize the desired livable environment· and a higher quality 
of life the community deserves. 
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INTRODUCTION 

BACKGROUND 

Since World War II, American cities have been built in a subtuban pattern with separated land 
uses, wide roadways, deep setbacks, ample and easily accessible parking for automobiles, and low 
percentages of lot coverage. The result has been long distances between homes and shopping 
areas, dependence on automobiles for even the simplest of trips and diminishing pedestrian and 
bicycle activity on streets. Fortunately, much of the current emphasis of land use planning and 
tuban design focuses on creating more pedestrian and bicycle-friendly environments, in order to 
reduce dependence on the automobile. 

For this reason, in May 4, 1995, the Metropolitan Planning Organization for the Miami Urbanized 
Area approved a request from the Department of Planning, Development, and Regulation for the 
preparation of a prototype land use/tuban design report to produce a land use pattern and 
development design for a transit-served location or corridor that promote mobility by means other 
than single-occupant vehicles (SOVs). 

Since 1995, the The Miami-Dade Department of Planning, Development, and Regulation (DPDR) 
has completed two specific area planning reports for improving mobility. The first report, 
completed in September, 1996, addressed mobility, land use, and design issues in the Dadeland 
Regional Activity Center. The second report, completed in September, 1997. addressed similar 
issues in the West Flagler Street Corridor Study Area. These reports identify land use, 
development, and mobility problems in their respective study areas. and proposed specific 
recommendations to address those problems. The reports further identif)· capital improvement 
needs to improve pedestrian and bicycle facilities to enhance the use of transit and therefore, 
reduce traffic congestion. 

BOUNDARIES 

The boundaries of the study area are described as follows: 

Beginning at the intersection of S.W. 80 Street and U.S. 1, as the 
northeast comer, then south on S.W. 65 Avenue to S.W. 84 Street, 
west on S.W. 84 Street to S.W. 67 Avenue, south on S.W. 67 
Avenue to S.W. 88 Street, west on S.W. 88 Street to S.W. 68 
Avenue, south on S.W. 68 Avenue to the south property line of the 
Town House Apartments, west along the Town House Apts. 
property line to S.W. 69 Avenue, south on S.W. 69 Avenue to 
S.W. 90 Street, west on S.W. 90 Street to S.W. 70 Avenue, south 
on S.W. 70 Avenue to S.W. 92 Street, west on S.W. 92 Street to 
S.W. 72 Avenue, south on S.W. 72 Avenue to S.W. 73 Road, 
southwest on S.W. 73 Road to S.W. 73 Avenue, west along the 
property line of Dadeland Plaza Shopping Center to the Palmetto 
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Expressway, south along the northbound leg of the Palmetto 
Expressway to U.S. 1, then north along the southbound leg of the 
Palmetto Expressway to S.W. 80 Street, and then east on S.W. 80 
Street to U.S. 1 (see Figure 1 ). 

OBJECTIVE 

• Implementation of the recommended planning activities in the Specific Area Planning 
Report for Improving Mobility for the Dadeland Regional ·Activity Center in 
September, 1996. 

PROJECT SCOPE 

This report has been prepared in accordance with the Metropolitan Planning Organization's 1998 
Unified Planning Work Program for Transportation for the Miami-Dade County (UPWP), Task 
No. 2.15. The purpose of the report is to implement the recommendations made by in the report 
prepared to enhance mobility for pedestrians and bicyclists and to reduce the need for 
single-occupant vehicles (SOV's). 

THE PROCESS 

1. A Technical Work Group was created to help the department in developing a process to 
implement the recommendations proposed in the reports. The Work Group included 
representatives of the Florida Department of Transportation, Miami-Dade Transit Agency, 
Miami-Dade Public Works Department, Miami-Dade Department of Planning, 
Development and Regulation, and the Metropolitan Planning Organization. 

2. With assistance from the Work Group the attached recommendations proposed in the 
Specific Area Planning Report for the Dadeland Regional Activity Center were reviewed 
in order to determine the following: 

• Recommendations which have been implemented, are being implemented, and/or are 
programmed or planned to be implemented 

• Feasibility of implementing those recommendations not identified in the group above 
and prioritization and estimation of the time frame, cost, and availability of funds for 
implementing those recommendations identified in this group. 

• Identification of alternative recommendations, if possible, to those recommendations 
determined infeasible, and prioritization and estimation of the time frame, cost, and 
availability of funds to implement them 
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3. Utilizing the results from the tasks above, the DPDR compiled the present report and 
formulated urban design guidelines. 

In order to involve the public in this process, DPDR requested Community Council 12, whose 
boundaries encompass the study area, to place this project on their agendas of May 20, 1998, and 
June 5, 1998, to inform and give the public the opportunity to learn about and comment on the 
implementation process. 
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2.0 ANALYSIS OF IMPLEMENTATION 

LAND USE AND DEVELOPMENT 

The Dadeland Regional Activity Center has been developed in the classic suburban pattern: land 
uses are segregated, developments are disconnected, blocks are long, and the traffic circulation 
system is unfriendly to both pedestrians and bicyclists. 

Future development in the Study Area should strive for land uses and building designs which 
would promote a pedestrian, bicycle, and transit-friendly environment. Land uses should be 
mixed and distances between land uses should be short to encourage people to walk. 

Recommendations 

The following recommendations were proposed in the Specific Area Planning Report for Improv­
ing Mobility for the Dadeland Regional Activity Center (hereafter referenced as "the Report"). 

Recommendation No. 1: Concentrate the mix of land uses at a scale and density ap­
propriate to the area to produce a high level of pedestrian activity and public transit 
ridership. These uses should be concentrated within defined areas for maximum im­
pact, rather than over large areas which dilute their impact (page 15 of the Report). 

Recommendation No. 2: Encourage multiple, compatible uses within buildings. The 
mix of land uses should complement each other and the adjacent areas (page 15 of the 
Report). 

Recommendation No. 3: Insure that land uses in the area, especially around the sta­
tions, are not undermined by nearby developments with similar uses (page 15 of the 
Report). 

Recommendation No. 4: Restrict ground floors to pedestrian-oriented uses such as 
convenience stores, video rentals, pharmacies, dry cleaners, shoe repair, photography 
studios, banks, movie theaters, ice cream parlors, etc. (page 15 of the Report). 

Recommendation No. 5: Parking structures, if placed along streets, should incorpo­
rate active ground floor uses along street frontages (page 15 of the Report). 

CDMP Policy Support 

Land use and its development pattern in Miami-Dade County are governed by the Miami-Dade 
County Cpmprehensive Development Master Plan (CDMP) and the Zoning Code. The CDMP 
provides a set of goals, objectives, and policies to incline development toward a pattern in way 
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that is socially and economically equitable and environmentally sensitive, while also promoting the 
County's economic growth. 

Tue CDMP may be amended twice yearly. Applications to amend the CDMP have historically 
pushed development further to the urban fringe. However, with the implementation of the recom­
mendations contained in the Specific Area Planning Report for Improving Mobility for the Dade­
/and Regional Activity Center and posSible subsequent development patterns in other areas of 
Miami-Dade County, urban development may be contained in a manner which still promotes eco­
nomic vitality, while avoiding the socio-economic, physical, and environmental costs of urban 
sprawl. 

Tue Adopted Future Land Use Plan Map ofMiami-Dade County, Florida designates the Dadeland 
area as a Chapter 380 Regional Activity Center. Tue designation of a Regional Activity Center, 
authorized by Chapter 380.06(2)(e), Florida Statutes (F.S.) and Chapter 28-24.014 of the Florida 
Administrative Code "changes the circumstances under which proposed developments in the des­
ignated area would have to be reviewed through F.S. Chapter 380 Development of Regional Im­
pact process" (CDMP, P. 1-40). However, "(it) does not change the CDMP Land Use Plan Map 
designation of any land, nor does it change uses or intensities of development authorized by the 
CDMP." (Ibid.) 

Tue Regional and Metropolitan Urban Centers are afforded the most intense development pat­
terns and most diverse mixture ofland uses in Miami-Dade County, allowing a full range of resi­
dential, retail, office, hotel, institutional, and cultural uses. Regional Urban Centers should 
average a minimum floor area ratio (FAR)' of 4.0 at the core, including parking structures and a 
minimum of 2.0 at the edges. Metropolitan Urban Centers should average a 3.0 FAR, including 
parking structures, at the core and at least 0. 75 at the edges. Emphasis is also placed on "design 
and development of the centers and its individual components ... to create active pedestrian envi­
ronments through high quality design of public spaces as well as private buildings, human scale 
appointments, activities, and amenities at street level, and connectivity of places through creation 
of a system of pedestrian linkages." 

Tue CDMP Guidelines for Urban Form provide parameters for the entire range of development 
patterns within Urban Centers. 

Several policies of the Land Use Element support the recommendations contained in the Land 
Use And Development Chapter in the Report. 

Policy IF of the CDMP promotes "the planning of residential areas as neighborhoods which in­
clude recreational, educational, and other public facilities, houses of worship, and safe and con­
venient circulation of automotive and bicycle traffic." Policy I G requires the County to 
"vigorously promote implementation of the Guidelines for Urban Form" (see Future Implementa­
tion Measures below). Policy IH promotes the "inclusion of a variety of housing types in all resi­
dential communities" and Policy 11 promotes business development to occur in nodes at major 

'Floor area ratio (FAR) is a measure of building intensity. It is the ratio of total build­
ing floor space to total lot area. 
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intersections, instead of continuous strips and further requires business developments to be "de­
signed to relate to adjacent development." Policy 9A promotes the "facilitat(ion of) high intensity 
activity areas, mass transit-supportive development, and mixed-use projects to promote energy 
conservation." The inclusion of a variety of land uses facilitates the transformation of an area 
from automobile dependence to pedestrian-friendliness. Implementation of these Policies promote 
that environment to occur. 

Policy 4A requires an evaluation of development based upon elements such as "height, bulk, scale 
of architectural elements, and landscaping," among others. This Policy promotes a development 
pattern which complements already existing development. 

Land Use Policies IA, lB, ID, 4E, 7A, 7B, SD, SK and SL also support the recommendations of 
the Specific Area Planning Report for Improving Mobility for the Dade/and Regional Activity 
Center; however the language contained in these policies addresses the recommendations 
indirectly. 

These recommendations are further addressed by Policy IC of the Transportation Element' and 
Policies 2D and 6F and 6G of the Traffic Circulation Subelement, Policies 2B and SB of the Mass 
Transit Subelement, as well as Policies 2C and 7C of the Housing Element. 

Transportation Policy IC requires the "adopt( ion of) land use patterns which promote the use of 
transit and alternative transportation modes." Traffic Circulation Policy 2D promotes the grid 
system of roadways as a network to allow neighborhoods to form clear boundaries. Mass Transit 
Policy 2B requires the "area surrounding future rapid transit stations ... to be designed and devel­
oped at a minimum, as community urban centers, containing land use and development designs 
that promote transit use as defined in the Land Use Element." Mass Transit Policy SB gives high 
priority to designs for rapid transit stations and transit centers with conveniences to transit pa­
trons, such as cafes, newsstands, and sundries sales." Like similar Land Use Policies, these poli­
cies foster the development of a more transit-supportive, pedestrian-friendly development pattern. 

In particular, Housing Policy 2C seeks to "foster a diversity of housing types within areas defined 
by the County's CDMP. 

Current Implementation Measures 

Policy lG was adopted by the Miami-Dade County Board of Commissioners on October 10, 
1997. This policy enables Miami-Dade County to utilize the zoning and site plan review proc­
esses as mechanisms for promoting urban design techniques in the development of the community. 
(see Appendix F for site plan review criteria). 

'The Florida State Department of Community Affairs (DCA) has determined that the Trans­
portation Element of the CDMP is not in compliance with Chapter 163.3I 77 and Rule 9J-5 
of the State Statutes, as required by State Statute Chapter 163.3 I 77(10). DCA and DPDR 
are currently negotiating to find the Transportation Element in compliance. 
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Since the Dadeland Regional Activity Center is already designated as a Chapter 380 Regional Ur­
ban Center, a set of gnidelines is already in place to facilitate the development of the area with a 
more pedestrian, bicycle, and transit-friendly design. Future implementation of these recommen­
dations will be accomplished through the zoning evaluation and site plan review processes. 

ZONING 

Current zoning regulations encourage an environment in which land uses are segregated, spaced 
widely apart, and where buildings do not relate well to the street. To create a pedestrian-friendly 
environment and human-scaled communities, it is necessary to bring buildings closer to the street 
to help define corridors and open spaces. The following recommendations were proposed in the 
Report in order to address these issues: 

Recommendation No. 1: Enact a zoning overlay district addressing such factors as 
transit-oriented uses, building mass, height, density, floor area ratio, setback, lot cover­
age, parking, and public and open spaces. The proposed Zoning Overlay District 
should include reference and requirements for the following: 

Land Uses. The land use recommendations proposed above /sic]. 

Lot Coverage. Increase the permitted lot coverage requirements to fifty percent or 
more, (variances granted in the area have permitted an average of 54 per cent. 

Building Height. Permit building heights to equal the width of the widest adjacent 
street, with additional height permitted in accordance with lot size. 

Floor Area Ratio. Modify F.A.R. requirements to allow buildings with taller pro­
files. The CDMP allows for up to 4.0 F.A.R. within the center of the Regional Ac­
tivity Center and to 2.0 F.A.R. at the periphery. 

Setbacks. Eliminate setback requirements and require them only when necessary 
to ensure compatibility with su"ounding development or to prevent visual hazards 
of pedestrians and vehicles. 

Building Design. Prohibit blank walls which front streets and require facades of 
buildings to have windows and doors to create a more interesting and human­
scaled streetscape. 

Architectural Varietv. Provide for architectural variety to keep the interest of the 
pedestrian and shorten the sense of walking trips. 
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COMP Policy Support 

The following policies of the Miami-Dade County Comprehensive Development Master Plan 
(CDMP) Land Use Element support these recommendations: 

Specifically, Policy IC requires "land in the vicinity of rapid transit stations to be planned and de­
veloped in a manner that is compatible with and supports the transit system" Policy IF promotes 
"the planning of residential areas as neighborhoods which include recreational, educational, and 
other public facilities, houses of worship, and safe and convenient circulation of automotive and 
bicycle traffic." Policy I G requires the County to "vigorously promote iniplementation of the 
Guidelines for Urban Form" (see Future Implementation Measures below). Policy lH promotes 
the "inclusion of a variety of housing types in all residential communities" and Policy 11 promotes 
business development to occur in nodes at major intersections, instead of continuous strips and 
further requires business developments to be "designed to relate to adjacent development." These 
policies encourage the development of mixed use as part of a transit-supportive, pedestrian­
friendly environment. 

Policy SF of the CDMP sets a guideline for the development and "adopt(ion) of a zoning overlay 
ordinance or other regulations to iniplement the policies for development and design of Metro­
politan and Community Urban Centers established in the CDMP." Policy SN promotes the review 
and revision of the Zoning Code to "facilitate the development of better planned communities and 
better designed buildings" (see the Urban Design Guidelines Section for a description of provi­
sions for change to the land use and development regulations). With the iniplementation of these 
policies, a zoning overlay district will be formulated that is tailored to the Dadeland Regional Ac­
tivity Center. 

Tue recommendations are also addressed by Policy 4A of the Housing Element and Policy 4B of 
the Recreation and Open Space Element. 

Open Space and Recreation Policy 4B advances the joint use of school facilities for park 
programming. This policy allows public open space to be utilized more efficiently and in a way 
that supports the integrity of the neighborhood. 

With the exception of Sec. 33C-6, the Dadeland Subzone, and Sec. 2S4.45, the Traditional 
Neighborhood Development District (TND), the Miami-Dade Zoning Code does not generally 
support these recommendations. Tue Dadeland Subzone contains provisions to create livable en­
vironments and reduced fuel consumption, including allowance for mixed use, omission of set­
backs, and open space requirements. However, the Dadeland Subzone applies only to the areas 
immediately adjacent to the Dadeland North and Dadeland South Metrorail stations, a limited area 
within the Study Area. Tue TND promotes a livable environment consisting of mixed uses, hu­
man scale, and meaningful public space, however it applies only to developments of at least 40 
acres. To date, only one application has been submitted to the Department of Planning, Develop­
ment, and Regulation for the development of a TND. 
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Current Implementation Measures 

Between June 5, 1998 and June 12, 1998 the architecture/planning firms of Dover-Kohl & Part­
ners and Duany, Plater-Zyberk & Company conducted a charrette to create a vision plan for the 
Dadeland Regional Activity Center area and its environs. Participants in the charrette included 
various members of governmental agencies including Miami-Dade County, the South Florida Wa­
ter Management District, the South Florida Regional Planning Council, as well as Chamber South, 
and residents and property owners of the surrounding communities. 

The consultants presented the vision plan to the Miami-Dade County Planning Advisory Board 
(P AB) on September 9, 1998 for its review and recommendation to the Board of County Com­
missioners. "The PAB endorse(d) the implementation concepts embodied in the Downtown Ken­
dall Master Plan and encourage(d) the Board of County Commissioners to implement the 
concepts through the adoption of appropriate development regulations" (see Appendix G). 

Future Implementation Measures 

On September 17, 1998, the Miami-Dade Board of County Commissioners approved funding 
($125,000) the implementation of the recommendations of the charrette. Miami-Dade County 
will prepare a zoning overlay district tailored for the Dadeland Regional Activity Center based on 
the charrette's recommendations. This zoning district may contain additional detail and criteria to 
implement the future vision. Following adoption of the ordinance, new development and redevel­
opment in the area would be scrutinized through the site plan review process to ensure consis­
tency with the Zoning Code and compatibility with surrounding development. This process will 
take approximately one to two years. 

PEDESTRIAN AND BICYCLE FACILITIES 

As a result of the Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act (IS TEA) and the Clean Air 
Act Amendments (CAAA) renewed incentives for emphasizing walking and bicycling as signifi­
cant components of the transportation mix have emerged. Miami-Dade County is directing its ef­
forts at diversifying its transportation system 

The Specific Area Planning Report for Improving Mobility for the Dade/and Regional Activity 
Center indicates that some locations in the study area lack sidewalks on one or both sides of road­
ways and that the entire area lacks bicycle facilities. 

Recommendation No. 1:. Complete the sidewalk network in order to link the residen­
tial and commercial areas with the Metrorail transit stations that serve the Dade/and 
area (Table 6 in the Report: Sidewalk Needs). (page 32 in the Report) 
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CDMP Policy Support 

Policies lF and SN of the Land Use Element, Policy lD of the Transportation Element, Policies 
7C and 7F of the Traffic Circulation Subelement, Policy SB of the Mass Transit Subelement, and 
Policy 3A of the Recreation and Open Space Element of the CDMP address Recommendation 1. 
Specifically, Traffic Circulation Policy 7F requires designs "where the Land Use Element seeks to 
promote activity along road frontages, ... (to) include wide sidewalks." Mass Transit Policy SB 
gives "high priority ... to ample paved walkways (and) sidewalks ... in the planning of rapid transit 
sites and stations and transit centers." 

The Interpretation of the Land Use Element, Streets and Public Spaces Section (places emphasis 
on sidewalks for development in Urban Centers ... to accommodate pedestrian volumes. 

Table 5 in the Report (page 27), lists sidewalk locations which are needed to complete the side­
walk network. 

Current Implementation Measures for Recommendation No. 1 

The Miami-Dade Public Works Department places the highest priority on constructing sidewalks 
to schools, following the "Safe Routes to Schools" program After schools, the next highest pri­
orities for constructing sidewalks are those leading to transit stations, and parks. In particular, 
sidewalks are needed for SW 6S Court between U.S. 1 and North Kendall Drive to serve the 
Dadeland North Metrorail Station and on the south and north sides of the Dadeland South Metro­
rail Station (See Appendix A, "Sidewalk Needs" and Appendix E, Public Works Department 
Memo to Department of Planning Development and Regulation, concerning sidewalk, crosswalk, 
and pedestrian signal needs). 

Future Implementation Measures for Recommendation No. 1 

Construction of new sidewalks will be included in future versions of the Miami-Dade Transporta­
tion hnprovement Program (TIP)3 when funds are committed. Following inclusion in the TIP, 
sidewalks will be constructed within a five to six-year time frame. 

Recommendation No. 2:. Require new developments and redevelopment to provide 
shaded or covered walkways with a minimum width of five feet; however, wider side­
walks should be encouraged (page 32 of the Report). 

'Inclusion of sidewalks in the TIP will depend on the provision of money from the Local 
Option Gas Tax. Since this tax has been reduced, the ability to provide side-walks has 
been constrained. Future inclusion of sidewalks in the TIP will depend on revenue from 
the gas tax, unless a new source of revenue is committed. 
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CDMP Policy Support 

Land Use Policy 9B, Policies 7C and 7F of the Traffic Circulation Subelement, and Policy SB of 
the Mass Transit Subelement address this recommendation. 

Land Use Policy 9B requires the use of "solar design guidelines ... (to be) utilized in site plan re­
view." The use of solar designs includes shading through shade trees, awnings, colonnades, ar­
cades or other means to provide protection from the sun. 

Specifically, Traffic Circulation Policy 7F requires designs "where the Land Use Element seeks to 
promote activity along road frontages, ... (to) include wide sidewalks." Mass Transit Policy SB 
gives "high priority ... to ample paved walkways (and) sidewalks ... in the planning of rapid transit 
sites and stations and transit centers." 

Current Implementation Measures for Recommendation 2 

Implementation of this recommendation is encouraged through the site plan review process. 
However, enforcement of Chapter ISA (Landscape Ordinance) of the Miami-Dade County Code 
of Ordinances remains an ongoing procedure. 

Chapter ISA (Landscape Ordinance) of the Code of Miami-Dade provides specific regulations for 
landscaping including required numbers of trees according to zoning districts. Requirements 
range from three trees per net acre in single-family residential districts to 28 trees per net acre for 
multifamily residential and office districts. The Landscape Ordinance also requires street trees to 
"be provided at a maximum spacing of thirty-five feet on center" [Section ISA-6 (C)(2), Code of 
Miami-Dade County]. Chapter ISA was last revised in 1998 and adopted by the Board of County 
Commissioners on January 13, 199S as Ordinance 9S-13. The effective date of the Ordinance 
was March 24, l 99S. In addition, the PWD plants trees in the roadway rights-of-way in accor­
dance with the Transportation Improvement Program. 

Planting of shade trees in this area will be limited to development on the vacant parcels in the 
Study Area and then any redevelopment which takes place in the future. 

Future Implementation Measures for Recommendation 2 

This recommendation and CDMP policies will continue to be implemented through the site plan 
review, zoning evaluation, and code enforcement processes. 

Recommendation No, 3: (page 32 of the Report). Prohibit blank walls along the edges 
of sidewalks. 
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CDMP Policy Support 

This recommendation is addressed by Policies lC, lK, SD, SE, SF, and SG of the Land Use Ele­
ment. In addition, the InteIJlretation of the Land Use Plan Map discourages the "walling off of 
neighborhoods from arterial roadways." (CDMP, p. I-23) 

Current Implementation Measures for Recommendation 3 

The current site plan review process provides a mechanism for discouraging blank walls along the 
edges of sidewalks. 

Future Implementation Measures for Recommendation 3 

The Miami-Dade Zoning Code will need to be revised by The Miami-Dade Department of Plan­
ning, Development, and Regulation to ensure implementation ofthis recommendation. The time­
frame for implementation will be one to two years. (Also, see Urban Design Guidelines in this 
Report). 

Recommendation No. 4: Repaint and restripe existing faded crosswalks. (page 32 of 
the Report). 

Recommendation No. 5: Provide new crosswalks and crossing signals where war­
ranted (see Table 7 in the Report: Crosswalks and Pedestrian Signal Needs, page 32 of 
the Report). 

CDMP Policy Support 

This recommendation is addressed by Policies IF and SN of the Land Use Element, Policy ID of 
the Transportation Element, and Policy 7C of the Traffic Circulation Subelement, and Policy SB 
of the Mass Transit Subelement of the CDMP. 

Table 5 in the Report lists existing crosswalks and pedestrian signals in the Study Area and Table 
7 lists crosswalks and pedestrian signal needs in the Study Area (see Appendix D). 

Current Implementation Measures for Recommendations 4 and 5 

FDOT has completed a review of Table 7 in the Specific Area Planning Report for Improving 
Mobility for the Dade/and Regional Activity Center, evaluating the need for crosswalks and pe­
destrian signals at intersections on State roadways within the Study Area. As shown by their find­
ings listed in Appendix E, high emphasis (zebra-striped) crosswalks are proposed over existing 
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crosswalks; however, only the intersections of U.S. 1 at Datran Drive and U.S. 1 at SW 9S Street 
are proposed to feature pedestrian signals. 

The Public Works Department (PWD) has reviewed crosswalks and pedestrian signal needs in the 
Study Area for County roadways. Their findings are listed in Appendix E. The PWD will con­
duct engineering studies at the designated intersections to determine which improvements are 
necessary. 

Future Implementation Measures for Recommendations 4 and 5 

Striping and restriping of crosswalks and provision of new pedestrian facilities may be included in 
the TIP and would be conducted over a time frame of one to six years after inclusion in the TIP. 

Recommendation No. 6: (page 32 of the Report). Provide safe pedestrian refuges in 
center medians at all significant roadways with pedestrian crossings. 

CDMP Policy Support 

This recommendation is addressed by Policies lF and SN of the Land Use Element, Policy ID of 
the Transportation Element, Policy 7C of the Traffic Circulation Subelement, and Policy SB of the 
Mass Transit Subelement of the CDMP. 

Current Implementation Measures for Recommendation 6 

FOOT has reviewed roadways in the Study Area for the placement of crosswalks (see Appendix 
E ). When implementing crosswalks, FOOT will then take appropriate measures to allow pedes­
trian passage through the center medians. 

Future Implementation Measures for Recommendation 6 

Implementation of pedestrian refuges in center medians may be included in the TIP, in conjunction 
with providing sidewalks. Following inclusion in the TIP, sidewalks may be implemented over a 
period of one to six years. 

Recommendation No. 7 has been moved to the Transportation and Parking Section as 
Recommendation No. IA. 
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Recommendation No. 8: Provide a pedestrian pathway from the Dade/and Boulevard 
Driveway to the Dade/and Mall main entrance - has been deleted as it essentially 
makes the same recommendation as Recommendation No. 12. 

Recommendation No. 9: All pedestrian improvements should include curb cuts and 
wheelchair ramps as required by the 1991 Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). 
(page 35 of the Report). 

CDMP Policy Support 

This recommendation is addressed by Policy IA of the Transportation Element, Policy 7F of the 
Traffic Circulation Subelement, and Policy 5B of the Mass Transit Subelement. 

Current Implementation Measures for Recommendation 9 

The Florida Legislature enacted the Florida Americans with Disability Accessibility Implementa­
tion Act (Sections 553.501 to 553.513) in 1993 and revised in 1997. This Act brings standards 
for State buildings and facilities in line with federal guidelines for the disabled as adopted by the 
United States Department of Justice at 28 Code of Federal Regulations Part 36. 

When designing improvements to pedestrian features, FDOT and the Miami-Dade Public Works 
Department incorporate features to comply with ADA standards on an ongoing basis. 

Future Implementation Measures for Recommendation 9 

Implementation of this recommendation will continue by addressing these policies in new con­
struction. Adherence to these policies will be accomplished through the site plan review process 
as new applications are reviewed by the Miami-Dade Department of Planning, Development, and 
Regulation. 

FDOT and the Miami-Dade Public Works Department will continue to address ADA regulations 
on a continuing basis. 

Recommendation No. 10: Plant shade trees on sidewalks along N Kendall Dr., U.S. 1, 
and Dade/and Blvd. (page 35 of the Report). 

COMP Policy Support 

Policy SL of the Land Use Element, Policies 6F and 7F of the Traffic Circulation Subelement, 
Policy SB of the Mass Transit Subelement, and Policy 3A of the Recreation and Open Space Ele­
ment of the CDMP address Recommendation 10. 
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Specifically, Land Use Policy 9B requires the use of "solar design guidelines ... (to be) utilized in 
site plan review." The use of solar designs includes shading through shade trees, awnings, colon­
nades, arcades or other means to provide protection from the sun. 

Current Implementation Measures for Recommendation 10 

All new development and redevelopment in Miami-Dade County must meet the requirements of 
Chapter 18A (the Landscape Ordinance) ofthe Code ofMiami-Dade County. 

FDOT and the Miami-Dade Public Works Department now also include landscaping in new road­
ways and reconstruction of existing roadways. 

Future Implementation Measures for Recommendation 10 

Planting of shade trees may begin in one to two years and continue over a five to six year time 
frame. On County roadways in unincorporated Miami-Dade County, planting trees in the rigbt­
of-way is the responsibility of the PWD. On State roadways FDOT plants trees after entering into 
an agreement with the PWD or local municipality for maintenance. MPO coordinates a process 
for identifying and prioritizing projects under the FDOT Enhancement Funds program. Such 
funds may be utilized in the future for the provision of landscaping in the Study Area. 

Recommendation No. 11: Require all new development and redevelopment to provide 
shade trees along their streetfronts and encourage existing developments to do the 
same. (page 35 of the Report). 

Recommendation No. 12: Provide a shaded pedestrian pathway from Dade/and Boule-
1•ard to the Dade/and Mall main entrance. (page 35 of the Report). 

CDMP Policy Support 

These recommendations are addressed by Policies lK, SL, and 9B of the Land Use Element, and 
Policies 6F and 6G of the Traffic Circulation Subelement of the CDMP. 

Land Use Policy 1 K, in particular requires site plan review to consider "urban design, water, and 
energy conservation and wildlife habitat" and Land Use Policy 9B requires the use of "solar de­
sign guidelines ... (to be) utilized in site plan review." Traffic Circulation Policy 6G "require(s) 
adequate arterial road dedications to allow for linear landscaped open space adjacent to two-lane 
roads and for medians as well as adjacent landscaped margins for four-lane roads." 
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Current Implementation Measures for Recommendation 11 

Chapter ISA (Landscape Ordinance) of the Miami-Dade County Code of Ordinances provides 
specific regulations for landscaping including required numbers of trees according to zoning dis­
tricts. Requirements range from three tree per net acre in single-family residential districts to 
twenty-eight trees per net acre for multifamily residential and office districts. Chapter l SA was 
last revised in l 99S incorporating requirements intended to beautify the County and provide nec­
essary shade. The Ordinance was adopted by the Board of County Commissioners on January 13, 
199S as Ordinance 9S-13. The effective date of the Ordinance is March 24, 199S. In addition, 
the Public Works Department plants trees in the roadway rights-of-way in accordance with land­
scaping rights-of-way in the Transportation Improvement Program. The Florida Department of 
Transportation also dedicates 1. 5 percent of total funding costs of new projects for landscaping. 
Requirements of Chapter I SA are implemented through the site plan review process. 

Future Implementation Measures for Recommendation 11 

Enforcement of the ordinance will continue to be effected through site plan review. Implementa­
tion will be accomplished as an ongoing process of code enforcement. 

Current Implementation Measures for Recommendation 12 

There is no current implementation measure for Recommendation 12. 

Future Implementation Measure for Recommendation 12 

In the future, when Dadeland Mall submits new plans for expansion or renovation, this recom­
mendation will be addressed through site plan review. 

Recommendation No. 13: The pedestrian pathway from Dade/and Mall to the Dade­
/and North Metrorail Station should be bicycle friendly as well (page 37 of the 
Report). 

Current Implementation Measure for Recommendation 13 

The pedestrian pathway to Dadeland Mall from the Dadeland North Metrorail Station has been 
constructed to include bicycle paths. 
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Future Implementation Measure for Recommendation 13 

The additional provision of bicycle racks by Dadeland Mall at the termini of this pathway will fur­
ther enhance the bicycle facilities of the pathway by providing a place to secure bicycles while the 
bicyclist visits the Mall. 

Recommendation No. 14: Improve S. W. 80th and 88th Streets and S. W. 67th and 
72nd Avenues to accommodate bicyclists. (page 37 of the Report). 

Recommendation No. 15: Complete the M-Path connection from S. W. 67th Avenue to 
Datran Drive. (page 37 of the Report). 

CDMP Policy Support 

These recommendations are addressed by Policy SN of the Land Use Element, Policy ID of the 
Transportation Element, Policies 7A, 7C, and 7D of the Traffic Circulation Subelement, and Pol­
icy SA of the Mass Transit Subelement. 

Current Implementation Measures for Recommendation 14 

There is no current implementation measure for recommendation 14. 

Future Implementation Measures for Recommendation 14 

The firm of Barton Aschman has completed the Bicycle Facilities Plan for the Bicycle/Pedestrian 
Program of the Miami-Dade Planning Organization. Currently, SW 80 Street between SW 72 
Avenue and U.S. I and SW 88 Street between SW 87 Avenue and U.S. I are not included not in­
cluded in the Bicycle Facilities Plan. A request to include SW 80 Street as a segment of a long­
range facility may be proposed to amend the Bicycle Facilities Plan and bicycle facilities for SW 
88 Street may be considered as part .of the Kendall Drive Major Investment Study. Both SW 67 
Avenue between SW 80 and SW 95 Streets and SW 72 Avenue between SW 72 and SW 85 
Streets are proposed for long-range-on-road bicycle facilities. Implementation of bicycle facilities 
for SW 67 and SW 72 Avenues will then follow in accordance with the Bicycle Facilities Plan 
and would be included in the 1999 TIP. 

Current Implementation Measure for Recommendation 15 

The M-Path project is currently funded in the TIP for Fiscal Year 2000-20001. The total length 
of the segment is 1.1 miles. 
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Future Implementation Measure for Recommendation 15 

The M-Path is scheduled to be constructed in Fiscal Year 2000-2001. 

Recommendation No. 16: Provide a new pedestrian/bicycle path from the Dade/and 
Mall to the Dade/and North Station along the south bank of the Snapper Creek Canal. 
(page 39 of the Report). 

Current Implementation Measures for Recommendation 16 

The Snapper Creek Canal is an integral part of the implementation concept conceived by the 
Downtown Kendall (Dadeland) Charrette. The final proposal recommends promenades on both 
sides of the Canal with aesthetic treatment (see Section 3.0, Urban Design Guidelines). 

Future Implementation Measures for Recommendation 16 

Implementation of this recommendation is currently being investigated by the by the South Florida 
Water Management District and the Miami-Dade Transit Agency to provide improved access to 
the Dadeland North Metrorail Station. 

Recommendation No. 17: Require new development and rede1•elopment in tire area to 
provide secured bicycle parking and encourage the provision of these facilities in exist­
ing de1•elopment as well Simple bicycle racks may suffice for commercial and office 
development. For residential development, separate fenced and gated parking areas 
should be considered. (page 39 of the Report). 

CDMP Policy Support 

This recommendation is addressed by Policy 70 of the Traffic Circulation Subelement and Policy 
8A of the Mass Transit Subelement. 

Current Implementation Measures for Recommendation 16 

Through site plan review, The Miami-Dade Department of Planning, Development and Regulation 
staff encourages new development and redevelopment to provide bicycle parking. 
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Future Implementation Measures for Recommendation 16 

The Bicycle/Pedestrian Program of Miami-Dade's Metropolitan Planning Organization has drafted 
guidelines for researched policies in other localities in order to develop bicycle parking require­
ments for Miami-Dade County. Implementation of these recommendations will require revision 
of the Zoning Code to require bicycle parking which will then be enforced through code enforce­
ment. Directional signage requirements for bicycle parking will also be included in the Zoning 
Code. 

TRANSPORTATION AND PARKING 

Recommendation No. 1: Improve the Kendall Area Transit (KA1J headway service 
from fifteen to ten or five minutes. (page 48 in the Report). 

Current Implementation Measure for Recommendation 1 

Peak headways for buses are currently running at ten minutes, fulfilling this recommendation. 

Future Implementation Measure for Recommendation 1 

Peak headway will be evaluated as an ongoing process. 

Recommendation No. JA: Replace existing bus benches with covered bus shelters (Ta­
ble 8 in the Report: Existing Bus Benches/Shelters, page 32 of the Report). 

CDMP Policy Support 

This recommendation is addressed by Policies 8A and 8B of the Mass Transit Subelement of the 
CDMP. 

Mass Transit Subelement Policy 8B requires that in the planning and design of rapid transit sites 
and stations and transit centers high priority shall be given to providing a safe, attractive and com­
fortable environment for pedestrians and transit users. Such amenities shall include weather pro­
tection, ample paved walkways, sidewalks, lighting and landscaping and ancillary uses that 
provide conveniences to transit patrons. 
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Current Implementation Measures for Recommendation lA 

The Miami-Dade Transit Agency (MDTA) evaluates the location of bus stops on an ongoing basis 
to address bus service needs. The placement of bus shelters and bus benches is provided by pri­
vate contractors authorized by MDT A 

Future Implementation Measures for Recommendation lA 

At the time this Report was being produced, a new contract for the placement of bus benches was 
put out for bid in accordance with Sections 21-154, 155, and 158 of the Miami-Dade County 
Code of Ordinances. Implementation ofthis recommendation will commence following the effec­
tive date of the new contract. However, the contractor will have control over the placement of 
bus benches. Bus shelters are provided by the firm of Eller Media and are placed where there are 
six feet of space on the sidewalk and there must be three feet of space for a wheelchair to pass by 
the shelter in accordance with requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act. 

Recommendation No. 2: Establish exclusive right of way for high occupancy vehicle 
and public transportation 1•ehicles. (page 48 of the Report). 

CDMP Policy Support 

This recommendation is addressed by Policy lF of the Traffic Circulation Sub element. 

Policy IF "implement(s) a transportation demand management (TDM) program to reduce overall 
peak demand and use of single-occupant vehicles (SO Vs) .... includ(ing) such TDM strategies as 
high occupancy vehicle lanes." 

Current Implementation Measure for Recommendation 2 

The Florida Department of Transportation has plans to widen the Palmetto Expressway from four 
to six lanes to include HOV. 

Future Implementation Measures for Recommendation 2 

At the time of the publishing of this report, the Miami-Dade Transit Agency had commenced a 
Major Investment Study (MIS) for the Kendall Drive Corridor. Findings and recommendations of 
the MIS may result in the implementation of high-occupancy-vehicle lanes. 
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Recommendation No. 3: Area employers should institute staggered or flexible working 
hours to ease traffic congestion during peak hours. (page 48 of the Report). 

CDMP Policy Support 

This recommendation is addressed by Policy IF of the Traffic Circulation Subelement. 

Policy IF "implement(s) a transportation demand management (lDM) program to reduce overall 
peak demand and use of single-occupant vehicles (SOV's) .... includ(ing) such TOM strategies as 
employer-based staggered or flexible working hours." 

Current Implementation Measures for Recommendation 3 

The Metropolitan Planning Organization for the Miami Urbanized Area already has a program in 
place for congestion management whereby information on ways to reduce congestion is dissemi­
nated to various major employers and civic associations. Programs for congestion management 
may be instituted in the Dadeland Regional Activity Center in the next one to two years as part of 
an ongoing process. 

Future Implementation Measures for Recommendation 3 

The Metropolitan Planning Organization will continue to promote the usage of staggered and 
flexible working hours to major employers and civic associations. 

Recommendation No. 4: Provide incentives to employers to subsidize transit passes to 
encourage use of public transportation. (page 48 in the Report). 

CDMP Policy Support 

This recommendation is addressed by Policy IF of the Traffic Circulation Sub element. Policy 1 F 
"implement(s) a transportation demand management (IDM) program to reduce overall peak de­
mand and use of single-occupant vehicles (SOV's) .... includ(ing) such lDM strategies as subsidies 
for transit riders." 

Current Implementation Measures for Recommendation 4 

MDT A offers a corporate discount program whereby employers may buy Metropass cards in 
groups of five or more. The Metropass card entitles the bearer access to Metrorail, Metrobus, 
and Metromover services. 
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Future Implementation Measures for Recommendation 4 

The Metropolitan Planning Orgaoization for the Miami Urbaoized Area's and MDTA congestion 
management program promotes these strategies to reduce congestion. 

Recommendation No. 5: Encourage employees to ••an pool and car pool, and include 
preferential parking spaces for participants. (page 48 in the Report). 

CDMP Policy Support 

This recommendation is addressed by Policy IF of the Traffic Circulation Subelement. Policy IF 
"irnplement(s) a transportation demand management (TDM) program to reduce overall peak de­
mand and use of siogle-occupant vehicles (SOV's) ... includ(ing) such TDM strategies as vanpool­
ing and employer based carpooling." 

Current Implementation Measures for Recommendation 5 

MPO's Congestion Management Program already promotes the use ofvanpool programs in con­
junction with the Gold Coast Commuter Services and V anpool Services, Incorporated (VPSI). 

Future Implementation Measures for Recommendation 5 

The efficiency of traffic circulation is evaluated at intersections. Intersections in the Study Area 
may be included in the RUSH (Resourceful Use of Streets and Highways) Program for improving 
intersections, including signal timing. The RUSH Program is currently being conducted as a pilot 
project in twelve locations. If additional funding is allocated for RUSH, sites within the study 
area may be considered. 

Recommendation No. 6: Enact a Parking Overlay Ordinance for the Dade/and Area 
that reduces parking requirements by fifty (50) percent and non-office business and in­
dustrial uses by twenty-five (25) percent. (page 51 of the Report). 

CDMP Policy Support 

This recommendation is addressed by Policy SN of the Land Use Element and Policy II of the 
Traffic Circulation Subelement. 

Land Use Policy SN calls for the County to "initiate review and revision of its Zoning Code and 
Subdivision Regulations to facilitate the development of better planned communities ... (including) 
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changes to be considered for ... parking requirements for all zoning districts to allow and retain on­
street parking where appropriate." 

In addition, the Interpretation of the Land Use Text, Parking section "encourage(s) shared park­
ing and reductions from standard parking requirements (to) be authorized where there is a compli­
mentary mix of uses on proximate development sites, and near transit stations" (p. 1-39). 

Traffic Circulation Policy 11 calls for a "(review) of parking requirements in the County's zoning 
regulations to encourage shared and possible on-street parking in planned Urban Centers and to 
moderate parking requirements where transit service exists and where developments contain com­
plimentary use mixes. 

Current Implementation Measures for Recommendation 6 

There is no current implementation measure for Recommendation 6. For a Future Implementa­
tion Measure, see below. 

Recommendation No. 7: Encourage shared parking. "Kiss-and-Ride" parking facili­
ties can be used by local merchants during off-peak hours and long-term commuter 
parking can be used by local merchants on evenings, weekends, and holidays. Distinc­
tions should be made between commuter permit parking, daily parking, and short-term 
parking. (page 51 of the Report). 

CDMP Policy Support 

The Interpretation of the Land Use Text, Parking section "encourage(s) shared parking and re­
ductions from standard parking requirements (to) be authorized where there is a complimentary 
mix of uses on proximate development sites, and near transit stations" (p. 1-39). 

Traffic Circulation Policy 11 calls for a "(review) of parking requirements in the County's zoning 
regulations to encourage shared and possible on-street parking in planned Urban Centers and to 
moderate parking requirements where transit service exists and where developments contain com­
plimentary use mixes. 

Current Implementation Measures for Recommendation 7 

There is no current implementation measure for Recommendation 7. For a Future Implementa­
tion Measure, see below. 
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Recommendation No. 8: Provide preferential parking for high-occupancy vehicles. 
(page 51 of the Report). 

CDMP Policy Support 

Traffic Circulation Policy 11 directs the County "to investigate and develop for implementation 
parking management strategies to promote the land use and transportation objectives of the 
CDMP to reduce the use of SOV's and highway congestion and encourage the use of transit and 
ride-sharing." Policy lJ directs the County to "amend the Transportation Element upon comple­
tion of the Countywide Parking Policy Study, conducted by the Miami-Dade County MPO, as 
necessary to facilitate implementation of the study's recommendation." 

Current Implementation Measures for Recommendation 8 

There is no current implementation measure for Recommendation 8. For a Future Implementa­
tion Measure, see below. 

Recommendation No. 9: Adopt minimum requirements and standards for bicycle 
parking. (page 51 of the Report). 

CDMP Policy Support 

This recommendation is addressed by Policies lF, 11, and lJ and 7C of the Traffic Circulation 
Sub element. 

Traffic Circulation Policy 7C directs the County "(to) encourage inclusion in, and review, all plans 
and development proposals for provisions to accommodate ... facilities for securing nonmotorized 
vehicles." 

Current Implementation Measures for Recommendation 9 

There is no current implementation measure for Recommendation 9. For a Future Implementa­
tion Measure, see below. 

Future Implementation Measures for Recommendation 6, 7, 8, and 9 

Parking regulations may be reviewed for consistency with these recommendations. A study, pre­
pared by The Metropolitan Planning Organization, reviewing parking Countywide, was under re­
view at the time of publishing of this Report with a final report to be completed in September, 
1998. If this study is accepted by the Board of County Commissioners, and after subsequent 
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amendment to the Miami-Dade Parking Ordinance, an ordinance for parking may be developed, in 
the five to six year time-frame, which addresses these issues. After the Parking Ordinance is 
adopted or amended, implementation would be accomplished through Code enforcement. 

Recommendation No. JO: Study the possibility of establishing a Transportation Man­
agement Association (TMA) in the Dade/and area. (page 51 of the Report). 

CDMP Policy Support 

This recommendation is addressed by Policy lF of the Traffic Circulation Subelement. Policy IF 
"implement(s) a transportation demand management (TDM) program to reduce overall peak de­
mand and use of single-occupant vehicles (SOV's) .... includ(ing) such TDM strategies as transpor­
tation management associations (TMA's)." 

Current Implementation Measure for Recommendation 10 

The Metropolitan Planning Organization Secretariat (MPO) administers a program for the provi­
sion ofTMA's. MPO assists employers in the establishment ofTMA's with technical support. 

Future Implementation Measure for Recommendation 10 

MPO will continue to assist prospective employers interested in creating TMA's with technical 
support in the formation ofTMA's 

Recommendation No. 11: Amend current policy regarding street closure by enacting 
an ordinance adopting the procedure recommended in the 1996 Street Closure Study 
and require that street closure be the final alternative for traffic calming after all pos­
sibilities have been exhausted. (page 51 of the Report). 

CDMP Policy Report 

Policy 2D of the Traffic Circulation Subelement addresses recommendation 11. This policy calls 
for "section line, half-section line, and greater-section line road systems to form a continuous net­
work within developed areas, interrupted only when it would destroy the integrity of a neighbor­
hood or development." 

Current Implementation Measure for Recommendation 11 

The Miami-Dade Public Works Department follows a procedure for street closures in which area 
residents may petition for street closure and hire an independent consultant to study the possibility 
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of street closure as a traffic calming device. However, the Public Works Department requires that 
street closure to be the final option, after other options have been exhausted. 

Future Implementation Measure for Recommendation 11 

Implementation of this recommendation will continue to follow the current procedure. 
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3.0 URBAN DESIGN GUIDELINES 

DADELAND REGIONAL ACTIVITY CENTER 

The Miami-Dade Department of Planning, Development, and Regulation prepared the Specific 
Area Planning Report for Improving Mobility for the Dade/and Regional Activity Center, in Sep­
tember, 1996, including a section on urban design. These spaces are enhanced by ornamental 
amenities such as public art and street furniture (streetlights, benches, bus shelters, trash recepta­
cles, newspaper boxes, mailboxes). 

In response to the need for a more livable community, the South Florida Regional Planning Coun­
cil (SFRPC), the Florida Department of Community Affairs, the Miami-Dade Transit Agency, and 
Chamber South sponsored a design charrette for the Dadeland area. The charrette took place 
from June 5, 1998 to June 12, 1998. In addition to the SFRPC, MDTA, DCA and Chamber 
South, various members of the development community, citizens, and other governmental agen­
cies participated in design sessions in which participants exchanged ideas for the future vision of 
the area. These sessions culminated in a final design vision for the Dadeland area, the Downtown 
Kendall Master Plan prepared by the firms of Dover-Kohl & Partners and Duany, Plater-Zyberk & 
Company. 

In general, the recommendations of the charrette will transform the area to feature a more tradi­
tional, pedestrian-friendly development pattern. Specific recommendations are made for South 
Dixie Highway, Kendall Drive, Dadeland Boulevard, and the Snapper Creek Expressway. The 
recommendations also allow for the area to gradually develop a more traditional building pattern 
over time with the year 2034 as a target date for the completion of this future ,·ision of the area. 

Kendall Drive and South Dixie Highway are proposed to be redesigned as "grand boulevards," 
featuring wide, shaded sidewalks; landscaped medians, mixed use, and the highest building inten­
sities in the Dadeland area. "Kendall Boulevard" would also be served by a light rail system to 
connect the Dadeland area with the communities to the west and the Metrorail and South Dade 
Busway to the east. The intersection of the two boulevards is distinguished by a town square 
which marks the entrance to the Dadeland area. The Snapper Creek Canal is proposed to contain 
an esplanade on the south side lined with shops, trees, and places for sitting and strolling. The 
north side of the Canal, already proposed to redeveloped with newer housing developments 
would contain grand residences, neighborhood squares, and pedestrian/bicycle paths. Dadeland 
Mall would be connected to the esplanade by converting the ground floor of the parking garage 
into shops and building an outdoor plaza to connect to the rest of the mall. 

Newer development would also conform to a different set of building regulations. Buildings 
would be developed at the sidewalk edge. Land uses will be mixed to shorten trip lengths and 
streets made interesting through storefronts with frequent doors and windows. 

Distances between buildings will become shorter and shaded with landscaped streets, making trips 
more convenient and comfortable for pedestrians. Traffic will be "calmed" by redesigning streets 
to reduce speed and off-street parking will be placed behind buildings to elinrinate the visual 
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aesthetic detraction. Open space will be provided in aggregate and defined by architecture to 
heighten the sense of place to these areas. Another recommendation reforms the local land devel­
opment regulations, making them easier to understand. 

Implementing these recommendations will realize an environment which encourages residents, 
workers, and visitors to walk to reach their destinations. In so doing, the streets will be occupied 
more often and during greater parts of the day, making them livelier and safer. As a result the 
Dadeland area will become more memorable and a desirable place for people to live, work, shop, 
and visit. 

IMPLEMENTATION CONCEPTS4 

1. Make Pedestrians The Number One Priority. 

4 

• The walk between buildings is typically a long, hot, intimidating journey . 

Action: People are more likely to walk if the journey is short, shaded, comfortable, and safe. 
People will walk farther if there are interesting things to see along the way, such as 
shopjronts and lobbies. New buildings should be located close together. A long building 
two (2) to six (6) stories in height, wrapping the edges of the block, is better than one tall 
highrise situated within a big parking lot. 

• Sidewalks are not protected from sun and rain. 

Action: Sidewalks should have colonnades or arcades. Alternatively, a continuous tree 
canopy planted along sidewalks pravides shade from the sun and makes the street more 
attractive. 

• Fences, hedges, and "superblocks" create barriers between properties, forcing walks to be 
excessively long. 

Action: Create an open network of smaller blocks; foster access via new sidewalks and 
bicycle/pedestrian pathways. 

• The Palmetto and Snapper Creek Expressways form barriers that isolate Downtown Kendall 
from the immediately adjacent neighborhoods. 

Action: Make US I safer to cross by re-designing several intersections with clearly marked 
crosswalks. For neighborhoods west of Downtown Kendall, bicycle and pedestrian 
connections should be built across the Palmetto Expressway. 

Implementation Concepts generated from the Kendall Charrette by Dover, Kohl & Partners and Duany, 
Plater-Zyberk & Company for the Kendall Council of Chamber South (September, 1998). 
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2. Put The Motor Car In Its Place. 

• Roads are excessively wide and "friction-free," a clear invitation to driving faster than the 
posted limit. 

Action: Work with the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) to reduce the lanes, 
expand the median, and add on-street parking and trees as traffic calming measures. 

• Oversized parking lots along streets look bad and diminish the "sense of place." 

Action: In the short term: Get property owners to plant trees and shrubs along the edges 
facing streets and sidewalks. For the long term: New buildings should front the property 
lines, with parking hidden in the rear or in parking garages with liner buildings. 

• Large turning radii at intersections. This invites motorists to tum comers too quickly, creating 
safety hazards. 

Action: When the street is improved, reconstruct curbs with smaller radii at intersections. 
This will slow down motorists' turns and shorten crosswalks. 

• Many adjoining parking lots do not have cross access. This adds more traffic congestion to the 
street because driving from one parking lot to the next interrupts the flow of through-traffic on 
the street. 

Action: Property owners should encourage cross access between their parking lots and that 
of their neighbors. 

Action: As development grows, parking capacity needs to be managed by a participant's 
organization. 

3. Improve The Pedestrian Corridors. 

• The four primary corridors (Kendall Drive, Dadeland Boulevard, US I, and Snapper Creek 
Canal) do not provide pedestrian comfort. 

Action: Initial investment in capital improvements to increase pedestrian comfort and safety 
should be focused on these corridors. Blank walls, parking structures, and surface parking 
lots should be replaced by pedestrian-oriented building fronts. 

Action: Get FDOT to work with the County Public Works Department to plan and build 
pedestrian improvements within the rights-of-way. 

Action: US 1 should be generously landscape along its sides and in the median. 

Action: A "memo of understanding" should be obtained from the South Florida Water 
Management District that states their commitment to the long-term vision outlined in this 
document. Also, request a list of acceptable engineering options for re-shaping the canal. 
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• The pedestrian network will need to be complete. 

Action: Improve the network of secondary pedestrian corridors. These corridors should be 
set up to extend existing patterns of movement, including additional streets within the 
downtown and additional crossing of the Palmetto Expressway and US I. 

4. Aggregate Open Space For Squares And Plazas. 

• As Downtown Kendall increases in density, the squares and plazas become more important for 
residents, office workers and visitors. These open spaces become the event centers, the places 
to meet friends, and landmarks to orient oneself. 

Action: Promote activity and natural surveillance by making sure the plazas are open to 
the public and level with the grade of the sidewalk, not elevated above the ground on top of 
the building or parking structure. 

• Logical connections are needed, creating a legible network of open spaces. 

Action Instead of requiring simplistic percentages of open space on each lot, the open 
space should be aggregated into useful shapes at the right locations. Thus the obligation to 
provide open space need not necessarily be satisfied on every development site. Several 
strategies are possible to achieve the open space network. These may include the use of a 
regulating plan which identifies specific required open spaces, a system of credits toward 
open space requirements, or other options. Further study will determine the most feasible 
option. 

5. Extend Transit, At A Variety Of Scales And Modes Of Travel. 

• Downtown Kendall should take advantage of the many corridors which lead to it and through 
it. Easy access to transit is needed to reduce parking requirements. 

Action: Make sure that the concepts in this plan are prominently considered in the 
Kendall/Airport Major Investment study. 

Action: Add a light rail system or trolley along Kendall Drive and connect it to the existing 
Metrorail and Busway. Increased transit ridership will facilitate growth and mobility 
without un-manageable traffic congestion. 

Action: Add a rail connection to Miami International Airport (and future Miami Intermodal 
Center) using the Florida East Coast Railroad (FEC) alignment near SW 70th Avenue, or 
using the Palmetto Expressway right-of way. 

• Reach out with transit to the neighborhoods and circulate within Downtown Kendall. 

Action: Implement a circulator system, such as a narrow-gauge trolley system (functioning 
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like a "horizontal elevator," bringing riders to the regional system). In addition, the Busway 
buses can be used for local service before turning around to head south. 

6. Attack Visual Blight. 

• Kendall Drive, US 1, and the Palmetto Interchange look barren and incomplete. 

Action: Promote infill development along the edges of blocks to define street space. 

Action: Design a simple but elegant street planting scheme. Trees are most effective when 
planted in aligned rows with regular spacing. 

• Vacant lots are overgrown with weeds and bushes. Pavement is cracked and broken. 

Action: In the near term, property owners should be compelled to clean up and maintain 
their vacant parcels. Over time, these parcels should be filled in with street fronting 
development. 

7. Reform The Local Land Development Rules. 

• Buildings are regulated by the wrong code criteria. Abstract tools such as "FAR" (floor area 
ratio), "lot coverage," "setbacks," and "density" alone do not address design and do not 
guarantee a coordinated build-out. 

Action: Adopt a simplified, result-oriented, crystal-clear code that regulates: 

Building Position; via "Build-to Lines", which could be drawn on an official map and 
be atfjusted from time to time; 

Building Height; 
Parking Locations; via mid-block placement rules for lots and "liner building" 
requirements for parking structures; and 
Building Frontage Requirements; via architectural standards. 

• Further study is needed for determining building volume. 

Action: Use massing studies to find appropriate building volumes that also wrap the block 
edges. The equivalent FAR can be codified in addition to the other criteria. 

• Land uses need further mixing. The balance between shops, eating and entertainment 
establishments, offices, hotels, rowhouses, apartments, and government/civic uses should be 
allowed to flexibly adjust to an evolving marketplace. A vertical mix of uses within the same 
building is ideal. Apartments above shops or offices maintain street activity during the evening 
and weekend hours, making the streets safer. 

Action: Regulations should include incentives for the vertical mixing of uses. 
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• Building fronts must do their part to enhance the experience of walking down the street 

Action: Architectural standards required by code should include: 

Shade and Rain Protection for Pedestrians. This should include colonnades, arcades, 
marquees, second floor balconies, or wide awnings. 

Build-to lines. Buildings should be positioned along the sidewalks at a deliberate 
alignment, giving a designed shape to the public space. 

Frequent Doors and Windows. Doors spaced at close intervals generate activity, direct 
views to merchandise, and make the walk sufficiently interesting. 

Minimizing Vehicular Entries to Parking Areas. Too many curb cuts or excessively wide 
driveways diminish pedestrian mobility and erode the public space; these should be 
consolidated wherever practical. 

Aooroonate Buildtm! Heiphts at Street Fronts. The degree of spatial enclosure 
profoundly affects the quality of the environment. Building heights should be tall enough 
to satisfy a minimum proportion of building height to street width of l :3. 

• The application process is long and costly. 

Action: Shorten and simplify the County's application review process for applicants that 
follow the plan! 

A rendering of a hypothetical evolution of development in the Dadeland Regional Activity Center is shown 
as Figure 2, page 34. 

8. Stay Organized. 

Beginning with the current Kendall Charrette Steering Committee, a leadership task force should 
continue the work begun here, to explore implementation issues of funding, regulating, and coordi­
nating improvements over time. This could evolve into a development authority, development r&­
view body, parking management system, or some other form of permanent arrangement. 
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FUTURE MEASURES 

As part of its budget for Fiscal Year 1998-1999, the Miami-Dade County Board of Commission­
ers has allocated $125,000 for the next phase of the development regulations, the preparation ofa 
zoning ordinance for the Dadeland area. This zoning ordinance will be based on the Plan for 
Downtown Kendall, prepared by Dover-Kohl & Partners and Duany, Plater-Zyberk & Company 
as a product of the Downtown Kendall Charrette. The preparation of the zoning ordinance will 
take place in the next one to two years. 
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APPENDIX A 

TABLE 5 - SIDEWALKS NEEDED TO 
COMPLETE NETWORK 

DADELAND ACTIVITY CENTER AREA 
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Road 

U.S.! 

SW65 Avenue 

SW67 Avenue 

SW 67 Avenue 

SW 68 Court 

SW 68 Court 

SW 80 Street 

SW69 Avenue 

SW 69 Court 

SW 69 Court 

SW70 Avenue 

SW72 Avenue 

SW77 Avenue 

SW77 Avenue 

Old Dixie Hwy 

Old Dixie Hwy 

S. Dadeland Blvd. 

SW 81 Street 

SW 81 Street 

SW 81 Terrace 

SW 82 Street 

SW 82 Street 

SW 84 Street 

SW 90 Street 

DatranDr 

SW 95 Street 

SW 98 Street 

Dadeland Blvd 

Table 5 
Sidewalk Needs To Complete Network 

Dadeland Activity Center Area 

Segment 

From To Side 

SW 80 Street SW 90 Street West 

SW 80 Street SW 84 Street East, West 

SW 80 Street U.S.! West 

SW 84 Street SW 88 Street West 

U.S.! SW 88 Street East, West 

SW 88 Street SW 90 Street West, along Town 
House Apartments 

SW67 Avenue SW70 Avenue South 

SW 80 Street SW 81 Street East, West 

SW 88 Street SW 90 Street West along 
8821 SW 69 Court 

SW 90 Street SW 92 Street East, West 

SW 80 Street Snapper Creek Canal East' West 

U.S.! SW 92 Street East, along 
Kendall House 
Apartments 

SW 88 Street SW 90 Street West 

SW 9400 Block SW 95 Terrace West 

Datran Drive SW 98 Street East 

Datran Drive Dadeland ToMrs Office West 
Complex 

Dadeland Blvd DatranDr South 

SW67 Avenue SW70Avenue South 

SW67 Avenue SW69 Avenue North, South 

SW67 Avenue SW69Avenue South 

SW72 Avenue SW73 Avenue South 

SW 73 Avenue SW76 Avenue South' 

SW65 Avenue SW67 Avenue North, South 

U.S.! SW 69 Court North, South 

Busway U.S.! North, South 

Old S. Dixie Hwy. S. Dixie Highway North, South 

U.S.! SW 73 Court North, South 

Busway U.S. I North, South 

Width (ft.)* 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

) 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

6 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

* Minimum width proposed to match existing sidewalk widths. However, when appropriate, wider side­
walks are desirable. 
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MIAMI-DADE PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 
- SPECIAL TAXING DISTRICTS DIVISION 

THE SPECIAL TAXING DISTRICT PROCESS 

WHAT IS A SPECIAL TAXING DISTRICT? 

Special Taxing Districts are created and established throughout Miami-Dade County to provide public improvements 
and special services which could not conveniently or equitably be provided otherwise to residents of the district. 
Improvements that are presently provided through Special Taxing Districts include: 

Water systems (Unincorporated Miami-Dade only) 
Sewer systems (Unincorporated Miami-Dade only) 
Street lighting (Unincorporated Miami-Dade only) (Created in existing communities at their request; mandated 
by Code in new subdivisions) 
Road improvements (Unincorporated Miami-Dade only) 
Landscaping and landscape maintenance (Unincorporated Miami-Dade and in municipalities in exceptional 
instances when the Cities are unable to provide the service) (may include wall and graffiti maintenance for 
walls within or abutting the public right- of-way line) 
Security guard service (stationary and/or roving patrol) manned by off-duty police officers or commercial 
guards (All Miami-Dade County) 
Recreational services (All Miami-Dade County) 

Special Taxing Districts are petitioned for by the property owners residing within the district boundaries and ratified 
by the qualified electorate within those boundaries. The improvements are paid for by the property owners through 
special assessments. All improvements or services must be public, usually provided within public right-of-way or 
public property, and therefore, no person will be prohibited access to a special taxing district. 

HOW IS A SPECIAL TAXING DISTRICT CREATED? 

STEP I: 

1. 

2. 

The Petition Process 

Official incorporated homeowners' association, for the same area under consideration, requests a 
petition package from Marie Helene Cohen, Chief of the Special Taxing Districts Division, Stephen 
P. Clark Center Building, 111 NW 1st Street, Suite 1510, Miami, FL 33128. The request letter must 
describe desired improvements, district boundaries and level of service. For districts of limited size 
(water, sewer and road) where no association exists, the letter may by signed by 10% of the property 
owners desiring the improvements. Petition requestors are urged to be very specific in their 
requirements (for example do not say street closures; specify closure to vehicular traffic, closure 
to vehicular and pedestrian traffic, using landscape, guardrail, wall, etc). 

For proposed districts in Unincorporated Miami-Dade County, the Special Taxing Districts Division 
prepares petition package, tailored to the request of the community as well as Public Works 
Department's concerns, and adjusted, for security guard districts, to reflect Police and Fire Rescue 
concerns. This petition will provide a description of the proposed improvements, as well as the 
range of assessments estimated for the project. A traffic study by an independent consultant, and 
at the expense of the community, may be required, in security guard districts involving street 
closures, prior to provision of the petition. For road improvement projects, full right-of-way dedication 
will be required prior to preparation of the petition package. Miami-Dade County has final jurisdiction 
over all decisions concerning District boundaries, administration and operation. For security guard 
districts to be created in municipalities, it is required that prior to the preparation of the petition 
package, the requesters obtain, in addition to the traffic study if deemed necessary, their City's Fire 
Rescue and Police Departments' approval of the plan, as well as furnish the County with a 
preliminary site plan of the guardhouse and any related closures for the Public Works Director's 
approval. 



3. 

4. 

5. 

NOTE: 

STEP II: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

STEP Ill: 

STEP IV: 

1. 

2. 

STEPV: 

1. 

2. 

Community volunteers circulate petition among all district property owners:· A maximum of four 
months is allowed for the collection of signatures. All property owners sign for or against the 
proposal. 

Petition is validated by the Public Works Department's Special Taxing Districts Division. The petition 
must contain affirmative signatures of 50% or more of the resident property owners for process to 
continue. The petition and the results of the validation are filed with the Clerk of the Board. 

If the proposed district lies within the boundaries of a municipality, said municipality must, once the 
petition has been validated, authorize the County, by ordinance, to create the district. 

Amendments to existing districts, which involve higher costs and/or level of service, follow the same 
procedure as new districts. 

Cost & Feasibility Study 

The Public Works Department prepares a report detailing improvements, cost estimate, assessment 
method, district boundaries. 

All facts pertaining to the proposal are presented to district residents at an informational community 
meeting held by the Public Works Department's Special Taxing Districts Division. All district property 
owners are invited by mail. No decision is made at that meeting. Questions by the community 
pertaining to the process and the proposal are entertained at that forum. 

Public Works report is filed with the County Manager. 

County Manager files his written report with the Clerk of the Board. 

District Creation 

Board of County Commissioners conducts Public Hearing. All property owners receive an invitation 
to attend from the Clerk of the Board. Notices are published by the Clerk in a newspaper of general 
circulation. Notices are also posted in five public places within the district. If the Board decides that 
the proposal should move forward, an ordinance creating the district is authorized. 

District Ratification 

Election is conducted by mailed ballot (typically no less than 45 days after the public hearing, on the 
following available election date set by the County). All registered voters residing within district 
boundaries are eligible to vote. 

Majority vote is needed to ratify district creation. 

Collection of Special Assessments 

Special Taxing Districts Division calculates each district property owner's special assessment based 
upon the district's specific assessment method and project cost (methods usf!d are: front footage 
in light, road, water projects; square footage in landscape and recreational districts; unit in security 
districts; and a combination of square footage and usage in sewer districts). 

Public hearing on District Assessment Roll (equalization hearing) conducted by Board of County 
Commissioners, in general at the same public hearing to consider the creation ordinance. The 
Board will consider specific requests by property owners to review perceived inequities of 
assessments, deferment or abeyance of assessments and exemptions. Assessment Roll Resolution 
adopted by Board at same public hearing. 



3. Special assessments are billed in advance for each fiscal year and are included as an itemized 
portion of the annual real property tax bill. They qre-payable at the time the real property tax bill is 
due. 'For street lighting in existing communities, laOclscaping and stationary security guard districts, 
the total capital improvement costs and one year of service are billed at the beginning of the first 
fiscal year after district ratification, as well as creation and other administrative costs. Service, 
administration and maintenance costs are billed annually each year thereafter. For capital 
improvement districts (water, sewer, roads), a bill is sent to the property owner. If owner decides 
not to pay his full share in a lump sum, he may elect to finance the cost, typically over ten years, with 
the first installment starting on his next November tax bill (interest will be added). If he elects to pay 
in a lump sum, bond costs will be deducted from his bill. 

STEP VI: 

All District under and overcollections in any one year are adjusted in the following fiscal year, for 
undercollections by way of an increased assessment rate, and for overcollections by way of a 
reduced assessment rate, except that all adjustments for first year costs of stationary security guard 
districts will be made only after all final capital improvement costs have been entered, which may 
or may not be reflected in the second assessment year. 

Service Commencement 

Miami-Dade County's policy is to construct all district capital improvements in the Unincorporated 
area, and to enter into an inter1ocal agreement with a municipality to build these improvement when 
the district lies within its boundaries, in which case the County requires submission for County 
approval, of all design and plans for the district facilities. 

Final Engineering (Capital Improvements) 

1. Survey 
2. Plans preparation 

Bid Process (Capital Improvements and/or Services) 

1. Contract Review Committee Meeting to set participation levels 
2. Prepare specifications 
3. Receive Bid 
4. Award Contract (by Board of County Commissioners) 
5. Preconstruction Meeting 
6. Notice to proceed 

Construction (Capital Improvements) 

1. Commencement of construction 
2. Inspection 

Start of Services 

For further information, please call the Special Taxing Districts Division at 375-2702. 

MHC/ar 
July 1997 
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A?proved 

Veto 

Override 

Mayor 
Substitute 
Agenda Item No. 4(W) 
1-13-98 

ORDINANCE NO. __ 9_8_•_1_3 __ 
ORDINANCE . PERTAINING TO LANDSCAPING 
REGULATIONS FOR THE INCORPORATED AND 
UNINCORPORATED AREA OF DADE COUNTY; AMENDING 
CHAPTER 18A CODE OF METROPOLITAN. DADE COUNTY; 
AMENDING DEFINITIONS, PLANS REQUIRED, TREE 
REMOVAL AND PRESERVATION, MINIMUM STANDARDS, 
LANDSCAPE PLAN REVIEW CRITERIA, CERTIFICATE ·OF 
COMPLIANCE, COMMITTEE OF LANDSCAPE ADJUSTMENT, 
LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE, PROHIBITION, 
ENFORCEMENT; DELETING SUNSET PROVISION 
PROVIDING SEVERABIL!TY, INCLUSION IN THE CODE AND 
AN EFFECTIVE DA TE 

BE IT ORDATh'ED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF DADE 

COUNTY, FLORIDA: 

Section 1. Chapter 18A of the Code of Metropolitan Dade County, Florida, (Landscape Ordinance) 

is hereby amended to read as follows:' 

Sec. 18A-l. Short Title and Applicability. 

(A) This ordinance shall be known and may be cited as the "Dade County Landscape 
Ordinance'". 

(B) Applicability. 

(I) This ordinance shall be a minimum standard and shall apply to both the · 
incorporated and unincorporated areas, and in the uhincorporated area shall 
be enforced by the County and .in the incorporated areas shall be enforced 
by the municipalities; provided, any municipality may establish and enforce 
more stringent regulations as such municipality may deem necessary; and in 
the event the provisions hereof arc not enforced within any municipality, 
the County shall enforce same. 

(2) The provisions of this ordinance shall be considered minimum standards 
and shall apply to all public and private development when a permit is 
required, except for the followfng: 

(a) Existing attached and detached single family and duplex dwellings, 
including any future additions or expansions shall be exempt from 
the provisions of this ordinance. 

Words stricken through and/or [[double bracketed]] shall be deleted. Words underscored and/a, 
>>double arrowed<< constitute the amendment proposed. Remaining provisions are now in effect 
and shall remain unchanged. 



Substitute 
Agenda Item No. 4(W) 
Page No. 2 

(b) Bonafide agricultural activities. Any ([J!&Aien ef)) property ([Re4Jl 

receiving an agricultural classification and assessment pursuant to 
Sec. 193.461 F.S. [[, shall aaMply '"i&h the ••ftYireMeRls ef lihis 
eFsiRaRee.)) », substantiated by a olan submitted indicating the 
area with the agricultural classification.« 

(3) Existing development as defined in Sec. I 8A-3[[{W}JJ»{Q}<< shall only be 
required to comply with the street tree requirements of Section I 8A-6(CX2) 
and parking lot buffers of Section l BA-'6(1). This requirement shall not 
apply to existing an.ached and detached single family and duplex dwellings 
pursuant to subsection (2Xa) above. Parking lot buffer will not be required 
if inadequate area exists which will cause the elimination of any required 
parking pursuant to County or municipal code. The provisions of this 
subsection shall only apply where a building pennit is required for external 
alterations or where a paving pennit is required for expansion of parking 
areas. Routine mairuenance such as r.c-roofing and painting shall not be 
considered external alterations. 

Sec. 18A-2. Purpose and Intent. 

It is the intent of this ordinance to establish minimum landscape standards for Incorporated 
and Unincorporated Dade County that enhance, improve and maintain the quality of the 
landscape, and to: 

(A) Promote xeriscape principles through the use of drought-tolerant landscape species, 
grouping of plant material by water requirements, the use of irrigation systems that 
conserve the use of potable and non- potable water supplies and restrictions on the 
amount of lawn areas. 

(BJ Use landscape material, specifically street trees, to visually define the hierarchy of 
roadways, and to provide shade and a visual edge along roadways. 

(CJ Prevent the destruction of the community's existing tree canopy and promote its 
expansion. 

(D) Provide for the preservation of existing natural forest communities and specimen 
sized trees in conforrnance with Chapter 24-60, as may be amended from time to 
time; re-establish native habitat where appropriate, and encourage the appropriate 
use of native plant material in the landscape. 

(E) Promote the use of trees and shrubs for energy conservation by encouraging cooling 
through the provision of shade and the channeling of br~zes, thereby helping to 
offset global warrning and local heat island effects through the added absorption of 
carbon dioxide and reduction of heat islands. 

(f) Contribute to the processes of air movement, air purification, oxygen regeneration, 
ground water recharge, and stonnwater runoff retention, while aiding in the 
abatement of noise, glare, heat, air pollution and dust generated by major roadways 
and intense use areas. 
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(G) Improve the aesthetic appearance of commercial, industrial and residential 
development through the use of plant material, thereby protecting and increasing 
property values within the community, and protecting designated historic 
landscapes .. 

(H) Reduce the negative impacts of exotic pest plant species and prohibit the use of 
noxious exotic plants which invade native plant communities. 

(I) Promote the use of trees to protect and buffer the effects of high winds on 
structures. 

(J) Promote the concept of planting the right tree or plant in the right place to avoid 
problems such as clogged sewers, cracked sidewalks and power services 
interruptions. 

Sec. lSA-3. Definitions. 

The definitions contained in Chapters 24 and 33, Code of Metropolitan Dade County, -
Florida, shall apply to this ordinance except as otherwise changed herein: 

(A) Accessways: The maximum width of an accessway through the perimeter 
landscaped strip to an off-street parking or other vehicular use area shall be 
determined according to the Public Works Manual, Pan I, Standard Details. No 
more than one (I) two-way accessway shall be permitted for any street frontage up 
to one hundred (I 00) lineal feet or no more than two (2) one-way accessways shall 
be permitted for any street frontage up to one hundred (I 00) lineal feet, such 
standards to be applicable to any property under one (I) ownership. Where such 
ownership involves -ovei:...one hundred (100) feet of street frontage, one (I) 
additional two-way or two (2) additional one-way drives may be permitted for each. 

(B) Automatic irrigation system: An irrigation system with a programmable controller 
or timing mechanism. 

(C) Bonafide agricultural activities: Land used for the growing of food crops, nurseries 
for the growing of landscape material, the raising of livestock, horse farms, and 
other good faith ·agricultural uses, except any portion of the property not eligible for 
agricultural exemption. 

(D) Buffer, perimeter landscape: An area of land which is set asid~ along the perimeter 
of a parcel of land in which landscaping is required to provide an aesthetic 
transition between different land uses and to eliminate or reduce the adverse 
environmental impact, and incompatible land use impacts. 

(E) »Caliper: For trees under four (4) inches in diameter. the uunk diameter measured at 
a height of six inches above natural mde. For trees four (4) inches and greater in 
diameter. the trunk.diameter measured at twelve{) 2) inches above natural grade.« 

(F) »Clearance pruning: Pruning required to avoid damage or danger related to 
structures, power distribution anti prooerty. as defined in the current ANSI A300 
Standards.« 
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(l(i>)]J»(.Q)« Colonnade: A roof or building structure, extending over the sidewalk, open to the 
street and sidewalk, except for supporting columns or piers. 

(l(F)Jl »(!!)<< Common open space: Arca required as open space under Chapter 33 >>Q! 
municipal codes« for various zoning districts. 

([(G)Jl »(!)« Controlled [[P)]>>p<<lant [[&]]>>~<<pccics: Those plant speci~s listed in the 
Landscape Manual which tend to become nuisances because of their ability to 
invade proximal native plant communities >>or native habitats.« but which, if 
located and cultivated properly may be useful or functional as clements of 
landscape design. 

[[(H)]) »(1)« Diameter at breast height (DBH): Diameter of a tree's trunk measured at a ([~]) 
»height« four and one-half (4.5) feet ([fra"' when ll>e l•ee effleoges lfe"' the 
gFBYRS al]) »above« natural grade. In the case of multiple-trunk trees, the DBH 
shall mean the sum of each trunk's diameter measured at ((paiRI a• paiRISJ] »! 
height<< four and one·half (4.5) feet [{keffl "·Aere tAe \pee BR\erges ffem tfte greYRd 
81)] »above« natural.grade. 

[[(11]) »CK)« Differential operation schedule: A method of scheduling an irrigation system to 
apply different quantities of water, and/or apply water at different frequencies, as 
appropriate, for different hydrozoncs. 

(({l}]) »(1)« Dissimilar land uses: Proximate or directly associated land uses which arc 
contradictory, incongruous, or discordant such as higher intensity residential, 
commercial or industrial uses located adjacent to lower intensity uses. 

[[(~)Jl »(.Ml« Drip line: An imaginary vertical line extending from the outermost horizontal 
circumference of a tree's Quinchcs to the ground. 

[[(bl]] »(l::!)« Duplex dwelling: A residence building designed for, or used as the separate homes 
or residences of two (2) separate and distinct families, but having the appearance of 
a single family dwelling house. Each individual unit in the duplex shall comply 
with the definition for a one family dwelling. · 

[{~ Ef:f:eetive destAdetieR: ~f:feetive destA1etieR shall ff\l&R ewttiRg deWA, giFdliRg, 
damagiRg ef reel systeFR, Bf JIFYRiRg R9t iR aeeefd&RSI "·it.A the fRBSt FlliH!Rt 

ldfterieaR )latieR-al StaRdar8s IRstitwte (aAJllSI) A JQQ S\aRElard PNetiees fer Tree 
Care OperatieRs.n 

([{W)JJ »(Q)« Existing development: Existing development shall mean a site with structures that 
were legally approved through the issuance of a Certificate of Use and Occupancy 
or a Certificate of Completion as of the effective date of this ordinance. 

»(.!:) 

»(Q) 

Energy conservation zone: A zone located no more than twenty-two C22l feet from 
a structure in a 180 degree band from due east of the northeast ooint of the 

. structure. to due south. to due west of the northwest ooint of the structure.« 

Facultative: Plants with a similar likelihood of occurring in both wetlands and 
uplands. which arc not recognized indicators of either wetland or upland 
conditions.« 
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»IB.l Forbs: Herbaceous plants other than grasses.« 

[((Q)J] »{il<< Geologic feature: A natural rock or mineral formation. 

»CD Gray water: That oortion of domestic sewage emanating from residential showers. 
residential bathroom washbasins. or residential clothes washing machines.« 

(((12))] >>(!!)« Ground cover: A dense, extensive growth of low-growing plants, other than 
turfgrass, normally reaching an average maximum height of not more than 
twenty-four (24) inches at maturity. 

[[(Q)Jl >>00<< Hatrack[(iRg er te13piRg: the FBFRB\'al ""itRiR a BAI (1) }'98F peried, ef MBFI thB:A 
eRe third (113) ef a tree1s Ii\ iRg eaRepy,J] >>:To flat-cut the top of a tree. severing 
the leader or leaders,« or the removal of any branch three (3) inches or greater in 
diameter at any point other than the branch collar. 

»(\!.') Hazard pruning: The removal of dead, diseased. decayed. or obviously weak 
branches two (2) inches in diameter or greater.« 

[[(11.)J) »®«Heat island: An unnaturally high temperature microclimate resulting from radiation 
from unshaded impervious surfaces. 

[((&))] »Q'.}<< Hedge: A landscape barrier consisting of a continuous, dense planting of shrubs, 
not necessarily of the same species. 

»(l) Herbaceous plant: A plant having linle or no woody tissue« 

»(AA) Hvdromulch: A spraved !!£Plication of seed. mulch and water.« 

»IBBl Hydrozone: A zone in which plant material with similar water needs are grouped 
together.« 

»,(CC) Included bark: Bark that is pushed inside a developing crotch. causing a weakened 
structure.« 

>>{QID Irrigation detail:- A graphic representation depicting the materials to be used and 
dimensions to be met in the installation of the irrigation system.« 

[[(+))] >>{gfil<< Irrigation plan: A plan drawn at the same scale as the Jand5cape plan, indicating 
location and specification of irrigation system components and other relevant 
information as required by this ordina~ce. 

([(V)Jl >><ED« Irrigation system: A system of pipes or other conduits designed to transport and 
distribute water to keep plants in a healthy and vigorous condition. 

[[(¥)JI »CGG)« Landscape feature: Trellis, arbor, fountain, pond, garden sculpture, garden lighting, 
decking, paiio, decorative paving, gazebo and other similar elements. 
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ll<W1Jl»U:lli.J« Landscape material: Plants such as grass, ground cover, »~« shrubs, vines, 
hedges, trees and non-living material such as rocks, pebbles, sand, mulch, or 
»ocrvious« decorative paving materials. 

[[(~)JJ >><!!)<< Landscape plan: A plan indicating all landscape areas, »stormwater 
retention/detention areas, areas which qualify to be excluded from maximum 
pcnnined lawn area.« existing vegetation to be retained, proposed plant material, 
»landscape legend,« landscape features, planting specifications >>and details«, 
and all other relevant infonnation in compliance with this ordinance. 

[[(¥)]]»ill}<< Lawn area: An area planted with lawn grasses. 

[({6)Jl»CKK)<< Manual irrigation system: An irrigation system in which control valves and 
switches arc manually operated rather than operated by automatic controls. 

[[(AA)J]»(LL)«Mixed use: A mixture of land uses such as provided in Traditional Neighborhood 
Development (lND), Planned Area Development (PAD), and Planned 
Development (PD). 

[[(8-B)J]»(MM)«Moisture »and rain« sensor switch »es«: [[A]] »Q« [[4])evices which · 
ha»~«[[s]) the ability to switch off an automatic irrigation controller after 
receiving a »~«determined amount of rainfall[[,}] »or moisture content in the 
soil.<< · 

[[(~)Jl»Q:ili.l«Mulch: Non-living organic materials customarily used in landscape design to retard 
erosion, weed infestation, and retain moisture and for use in [[palkwa~·s aRd plBj']] 
>>planting<< areas. 

[[(fl.9)]]»<00l«Multifamily residential development: Any residential development other than 
anached or detached singl'C"family or duplex. 

[[(~)Jl»(PPl« Multiple single family developments: Anached and detached single family 
developments that are planned as a total project and not as a single family unit on a 
single lot. · 

[[(H')J]>>{QQ}<<Native habitat: An area enhanced or landscaped with an appropriate mix of native 
tree, shrub and groundcover species that resembles a »native plant community or« 
natural forest community in structure and composition or is naturally occurring. [[T 
anEI is SFHaller tAaA tRe si~e thresAelEI f:er iRelYsieA as a fl&twNI farest &9fRFRYRi.,,.Jl 

[[(~)J]»(!IB}<<Native plant species: Plant species with a geographic distribution indigenous to all 
or part of Dade County. Plants which are described as being native to Dade County 
in botanical manuals such as, but not limited to, "A Flora of Tropical Florida" by 
Long and Lakela and "The Biology of Trees Native to Tropical Florida" by P. B. 
Tomlinson, are native plant species within the meaning of this definition. Plant 
species which have been introduced into Dade County by man are not native plant 
species. 

[[(HH)]]»{lifil«Native plant community: A natural association of plants dominated by one or more 
prominent native plant Species, or a characteristic physical anribute. 
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(l(H)IJ»{Il)« Natural forest community: All assemblages of vegetation designated as Natural 
Forest Communities on the Dade County Natural Forest Community Maps and 
approved by the Board of County Commissioners, pursuant to Resolution No. 
R-1764-84 and fun her defined in Section 24-3 of the Dade County Code. 

[[(U)Jl>>{lill)« Net lo! area: For the purpose of this ordinance, net lot area shall be the area within 
lot boundaries of all lands comprising the site. Net lot area shall not include any 
portion of the abuning dedicated streets. alleys, waterways, canals, lakes or any 
other such dedications. 

([(~)]J>>Q'.Y)<<One family dwelling: A private residence building used or intended to be used as a 
home or residence in which all living rooms are accessible to each other from 
within the building and in which the use and management of all sleeping quarters, 
all appliances for sanitation, cooking, ventilating, heating or lighting are designed 
for the use of one family only. 

»(WWl Overhead irrigation svstem: A hieh pressure, high volume irrigation system.« 

[[(bt:,)<<PlaRt fflBterial 2ene (tiyElrezeAe): ,0 , grelifiRg ef ~leRt rAaterial . .,itR sifflilar o•ater · 
reet1:1 ireffl eAts. lJ 

»(XXl Plantine detail: A eraphic representation of the plant installation depicting the 
materials to be used and dimensions to be met in the placement of plants and other 
landscape materials.« 

[i(MM)Jl»CYYl« Prohibited plant species: Those plant species listed in the Landscape Manual which 
are demonstrably detrimental to native plants, native wildlife, ecosystems, or human 
health, safety, and welfare. 

[[O'll'l)Jl»IZZl« Shrub: A self-supponingwoody perennial plant normally growing to a height of 
twenty-four (24) inches or greater. characterized by multiple stems and branches 
continuous from the base. 

[[(Qg)Jl»CAAAl« Site plan: A comprehensive plan drawn to scale indicating appropriate site 
elevations, roadways, and location of all relevant site improvements including 
structures, parking, other paved areas, ingress and egress drives, landscaped open 
space and signage. 

[[(~]»CBBB)<< Specimen tree: A tree with any individual trunk which has a DBH of eighteen ( 18) 
inches or greater, but not including the following: 

(I) All trees listed in Section 24-60(4)(f); 
(2) Non-native fruit trees that are cultivated or grown for the specific purpose 

of producing edible fruit, including, but not limited to, mangos, avocados, 
or species of citrus; 

(3) Non-native species of the genus Ficus, and . 
(4) All multitrunk trees in the palm family, except Accelorrhaphe wrightii 

which have a minimum overall height of fifteen (IS) feet. 

Spray head: An irrigation device which applies water to the soil or plant surface by 
fixed spray or n1 ist nozzles.<< 
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Stabilized lawn area: An area of ground underlain with structural support in the 
fonn of grass pavers or stabilized soil prepared to withstand the load of intended 
vehicular use, such as automobiles, fire trucks and garbage trucks. 

Stonnwater retention/detention area: An area designed, built and used for 
temporary storage of stonnwater. For purposes of this ordinance. these areas are 
intended to be pennanently exempt from wetland regulations. « · 

Street tree: A siRgle lNFtk t:ree ef a &J!eeies 1''Jliea11y gFB"'R iR Qade CewRC,' B:Rd 
ABFffially ff\&lllriRg te a height ef at least*'"''""' (AO) feet and haviRg a Mintfnum 
el ear tNRli ef f:awr (4) feet at tiff\e ef plar.tiRg .nd eight (8) feet at ffl&Nri~·. Sweh 
stfeet trees shall ee r:tlaeed eR &A average spaeiRg ef thift)· H1te (JS) feet eR aeRter 
aleRg reaSv·ays.]l 

»<FFF) Tree abuse. Tree abuse shall include: 

( 1) Dama2e innicted upon any part of a tree, including the root system, by 
machinen" construction equipment, cambium !aver penetration, storage of . 
materials, soil compaction, excavation, chemical application or spillage, or change · 
to the natural grade. 

(2) Hatracking. 

(3) Girdlin2 or bark removal of more than one-third (1/3) of the tree diameter. 

(4) Tears and splining of limb ends or peeling and stripping of bark resulting from 
improper pruning techniques not in accordance with the current ANSI A300 
Standards.« 

([(SS)]]»(GGG)« Tree canopy cover: The aerial extent of the branches and foliage of a tree. 

([{W)]J»CHHHl<< Temporary irrigation systems: A system including surface distribution elements 
(hose, pipe, etc.) which may be easily removed when landsc~pe is established. 

[[{JA')J]»(!!!}<< Understory: The complex of woody, fibrous, and herbaceous plant species that are 
typically associated with a natural forest community, native plant community, or 
native habitat. 

[[(.\,IAl,i)JJ>>{llD<< Vegetation required to be preserved by law: Portions of a site, including but not 
limited to Specimen Trees, Natural Forest Communities and native vegetation 
which arc clearly delineated on site plans, plats, or recorded restrictions, or in some 
other legally binding manner that arc lo be protected from any tree or understory 
removal or effective destruction and maintained without any development. 

[[=Heel! »Vegetation« survey: A drawing »provided« at the same scale as the 
[(~]J »landscape« plan [[syfiieieRt te pFe\'ide]J »which includes« [[lfte 

f.elle·viRg]J »relevant« information »as required by this ordinance«: 
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([~ The leaatieR. JllB"eS iy aee1:1rate t1ehRiq1:1es. iR relatiaR te eK15lutg 

EleveleJIMIRt. efall eKistiRg trees efa fewr (4) iReh QQll er larger iAelwdiRg 
these \vhieh are prBJIBSeEI ta Se remeveEI, releeated er preser=-.·eEI. 

~ PreviEle iR tah1:1lar ieFR\ BR the tree SYP:'I}' the fellev.'iRg iRfeRAatieA: 

· ~ TRe seieAtiHe &RS eeff1M9R R&Me er eaeh tree, eaeh ef '"hieh shall 
Be RYRlBereS. 

~ Tke diaFReter at hreast height fb'8lol) ef eaeh trei, er if a Mwhiple 
lFl:IRlt tree, the Sl:lfR Q8M fer all IAIRl(-5. 

~ AA estiHtate ef the height, eane13,· &e,·er, &Rd 'h}·sieal eeRElitieR ef 
eaeh tree. &REI v:'hather SJllBiMIR tree(s) euist eR site. 

{&} The he1:1Rdaries ef BR)' RBtiore plaRt eefftMYRities iRel1:1EiiRg 8:R}" 

l>latwral Ferest CetAff1YRi~· that enis~ BR site, as deteRRiRed By the 
DeJt&Flffl:eRt ef ~RvireRMeRtal ReseYrees > 4aRageFReRt.)] 

[[(~)J]»(LLLJ« Vehicular Use Area: A hard surface area designed or used for off-street parking 
and/or an area used for loading, circulation, access, storage, including fire trucks, 
garbage trucks, or display of motor vehicles. 

([(¥¥)JJ»(MMM)« Vine: A plant with a flexible stem which normally requires support to reach mature 
form. 

Sec. 18A-4. Plans Required. 

(A) General. 
Landscape plan(s) and where required, an irrigation plan pursuant to I 8A-4(D), shall be 
approved by the Department of Planning, Development and Regulation, or by the 
corresponding department (s) in llie municipalities, prior to the issuance of any building 
permit or paving for new parking areas or expansion of existing parking areas. 

(B) Landscape Plans. 

([fB E>nistiRg b'eveleJtmBRt: baRdssaJ'e J'l&RS as ffl:B}' Be F8E.tYired fer euistiRg 
4ets·elef3FR8Rt FRBY he J'Fepared hy the SYt'RIF er tile ev.·Rer's repres,Rtative.)) 

([[;!lJ»l«} [[>le'I'. eRe]] >>Owner - builder single<< family or duplex dwelling: ([+MD 
([1))>>1<<andscape plan»W<< submined for [(&]] new one family or duplex 
dwellings may be in the form of a plot plan or drawing prepared by the owner or the 
owner's representative, provided however, developments. requiring site plan 
approval pursuant to administrative site plan review or public hearing by Chapter 33 
shall meet the requirements of subsec~ion l 8A-4(B)(»f_«([~Jl)>> and Chaoter 481. 
Florida Statutes.« 

{([;]]»£«) All other ([-]] development: The landscape plan for ((etlur Rl"'Jl development 
other than provided for in subsection[[s)) (I) ((and (2))) above, shall be prepared by, 
and bear the seal ·of, a landscape architect licensed to practice in the State of 
Florida, or by persons authorized »by Chapter 481. Florida Statutes«, to prepare 
landscape plans or drawings ({B)' Cllapler 4R I, Flerida !i111iuus)). »Preliminary« 
[[l.IJ»!«ands"<:ape plans shall be »provided as part of the submission for site plan 
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approval<< ((sw8MiMed "·itR tRe iRitial 11'&Ster JJl&R sw8RtitteEI f.eF tRe develef!FReRt.11 
>>Ill!!« [(Swah plaRsJl shall: 

([~ 8e drau'R te seale, iRelwEliRg EliFReRsieRs &Rd preJJe~· hewRSaries. 

~ IRelwde a tree 5yp·ey as May tie re"Yired at tRe saFRe seale es the ether 
laRtfseape 13laA(s). 

E>eliReate eKistiRg &REI 'repesed strwe~res, parltiAg s13aees, er e&her 
vehiewlar .. se &Feas, aesess aisles. side·.,alJcs, fi1Five·\'8)'S, sigRs, lRe Jeeatie11 
ef wtilities &REI easeRteRtS, iRelwding the height ef aRy wtilit=)' liRes eR the 
prepeA)· er aEijaeeRt prepe~ie~, &Rd siMilar featwres. 

QesigRate R&ffte1 leeatieR, size, &RS EIY&Rti~· ef liviRg plaRt Material 
prepeseel ta Be iRsta11ed, er presef'lu·ed iR aeeerdaRee v.·itR the reetwireff&IR'5 
eftRis erEliA&Ree BREI Eeetien 24 ltQ eftRe Ce&e. 

leleAtify BREI .eeseri'ee the leeetieR eREI efleraeteristies ef all RBR liviAg 
laneJseepe materials ta 'ee Yseel. 

£Ren· ell laAEisee~e featttres, areas af; egelatien re~1::1ired te Se presep·ed 8~· 
lav.·, inel~uiing 'e1::1t RBI liFRiteEl te trees, speeiffteR trees, na~ral feN&t 

eemmt:tRities, neti1re fle'eitets, ... etlend preseF etien end geelagie feahJres iR 
eenleHt v:itA tAe leaetien and etttline ef enisting and J'FBpesed 'e'LilildiRgs, 
f:enees, eAel ether strttet1:1rel iFRprevements 'WJJBR tfle site. 

Inefieate metReef(s) te pretest trees end Aative pleRt eeMFR\IRities d1:1riAg 
eenstr1:1etieR. 

h~eh:1Se a tah1::1letieR sJeerly SisplayiRg tRe Felevent statistieal iAfeffflatieR 
neeesseF)· te e11 alt1ate eeWtplianee v.·ith tAe J'FBvisieRs ef tRis el'EiiRaRee 
inehuiing Ret let e.rea; 'ettileliRg eeverage; BFRBHRt ef epen spaee as Ht:BY he 
FBfitttireEi by CRaf)ter 33~ 'tl:IBRti~·, si~~, BREI s,eeies ef ffees te lie 'ISAteEI er 
presep,·eEI, er releeataEI; 1:1~anti~·, si~a, and speeias efell ether plant ffl&teFial 
le he fJl&AtaEI, 13r1sep.·1d, er releeatael; s11waF1 f.ee'8ge er paved areas; Md 
S\lek ether iRf.eFFRatien as FA&:}' he re111c1ireel ta Make a Betefft\iRatieR that the 
,1.aRdsea~e fJl&:A ffteets tRe refit1c1irefft1Rts efthis Cede.JI 

» (al Be drawn to scale and include property boundaries. north arrow. graphic scale. 
and date. · 

!bl Include a vegetation survey. including an aerial photornph which outlines the 
subject site. provided at the same scale·as the landscape plan. 

(cl Delineate existing and orooosed structures. parking spaces. accessw3ys and other 
. vehicular use areas. sidewalks. utilities. easements. height and voltage of oower 

lines on the property or adjacent property. 

Cdl Indicate the common and scientific name and quantity of plants to be installed 
using "Landscape Legend" code format as prescribed by the Director of the 
Department of Planning. Development and Regulation. 
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(c) ldentifv all landscape features and non-living landscape materials. 

CO Show all. areas of vegetation required to be preserved by law, including but not 
limited to trees. specimen trees. native plant species. Natural Forest Communities. 
native habitats and wetlands. 

Cgl Illustrate geologic. historic and archeological features to be preserved. 

!hl Depict stormwater retention/detention areas and areas excluded from maximum 
permitted lawn area. 

(i) Document zoning district, net lot area. required open space. and maximum 
permitted lawn area. 

(j) Show building coverage and the location an'd dimension of greenbelt and water 
areas proposed for business and industrial zones. if required by Chapter 33. 

(kl Complete "Preparer's Certification of Landscape Compliance." 

Final landscape plans submitted for permit shall include all of the above. as well as the 
following: 

(al A fullv completed. permanently affixed "Landscape Legend" as prescribed by 
the Director of the Department of Planning. Development and Regulation. 

(bl Critical lavout dimensions for trees. plant beds and landscape features. 

(cl Method(s) to protect and relocate trees and native plant communities during 
WWW 

construction. 

Cdl Planting details and specifications. 

!el Irrigation plans. as required by the zoning district. 

CO Irrigation details and specifications. as required above. 

(g) Notarized "Preparer's Certification of Landscape Compliance" at time of final 
inspection"<< 

(C) [[=i=fHJ]»Vegetation« survey. 

A [[!fee]) »vegetation« survey shall be provided for »!!!« sites [(wilh BllisliRg tFees ef 
feyr (4) iRelies DBM er greaterJ] »at the same scale as the« ((sit411J »landscape plan. The 
vegetation survev shall be accompanied bv an aerial photograph which outlines the subject 
site without obscuring its features«. Within municipalities, surveys shall be verified by the 
department(s) or board(s) as deemed appropriate by the municipality. »The vegetation 
survev shall provide the following information:« 

>>(I) The accurate location and graphic representation. in relation to existing 
development. of all existing trees of a minimum two (2) inch DBH or ten (10) foot 
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hejght or. for native trees. ofa minimum one and one-half( I 112} DBH or cjght (81 
foot hcjght. including those which arc proooscd to be removed. relocated or 
preserved on site in accordance with the requjrcments of this Code and Section 
24-60 of the Code«. 

The boundaries of any native habitat. native plant community. native plant soecies. 
and/or Natural Forest Communjty and associated understory that exists on site. as 
determined by the Department of Environmental Resources Management.« 

A table showing the following information: 

(!) The scientific and common name of each tree. each of which shall be 
numbered. 

(hl The diameter at breast height CDBHl of each tree. or if a multiple trunk tree. 
the sum DBH for all trunks. 

(£) An estimate of the height. canopy cover. and physical condition of each 
tree. and whether specimen trce(s) exist on site.« 

(D) Irrigation Plans. 

An irrigation plan shall be submincd if a sprinkler system is required by Chapter 33, or as 
required in the individual municipalities or where an irrigation system is to be provided 
regardless of code requirements. Where a landscape plan is required, an irrigation plan 
shall be submined concurrently. 

(I) For a new one family or duplex dwelling the irrigation plan may be indicated on a 
plot plan or a separate drawing prepared by the owner or the owner's agent 
indicating area(s) to be iq;jgated, location and specifications of lines and heads and 
pump specifications. 

(2) All other development other than those provided in subsection (I) above shall: 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

(e) 

» (f) 

Be drawn on a base plan at the same scale as landscape plan(s), 

Delineate landscape areas»,« [[llMI]) major landscape features, and 
hydrozoncs [[if applieel!le]]. 

Delineate existing and proposed structures, parking areas or other vehicular 
use areas, access aisles, sidewalks, driveways, the location of utilities and 
easements, and similar features. 

Include water source, design op.crating pressure and flow rate per zone, total 
volume required for typical depths of application, and application rate. 

Include locations of pipes, controllers, valves, sprinklers, back flow 
prevention devices and electrical supply. 

-
Irrigation details.« 
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Tree removal pcnnits or natural forest community vegetation removal pcnnits arc required prior to 
the removal of trees, specimen trees. or any vegetation in a natural forest community, respectively, 
pursuant to Section 24-60 of the Code of Metropolitan Dade County. The Dade County Department 
of Environmental Re!Ources Management is responsible for administering and enforcing these 
provisions. 

Sec. lSA-6. Minimum Standards. 

The following standards shall be considered minimum requirements [[fer all lanase&Jl• arul/er 
iffigatien Jllans]] unless otherwise indicated: 

(A) Lawn area (turf). 

( 1) Grass areas shall be planted in species well adopted to localized growing conditions 
in Dade County. . Grass areas may be sodded, plugged, sprigged », 
hvdromulched,« or seeded except that solid sod shall be used in swales or other 
areas subject to erosion»,«([, ans Jlreuieing tkat i]] »!«n areas where other than 
solid sod or grass seed is used, oversceding shall be sown for immediate effect and 
protection until coverage is otherwise achieved. 

([t¢1 StaBilizeel grasseel area Ysed fer parlciRg &REI/er areas Yseel f.er ergaRi218 Sf3BFts, 
J:'l&}'greynds er "ienie areas as ff\B) he BJJJ3FBVed at pYBlie keeriRg, if re~wired, shah 
net Be eeYnteEI te\•,·erd tRe ffl:auiFRYRl peFRlit:teEI laY'R areas. Grassed areas wsed fer 
erganizeel s"eFts at seReels and pY81ie parlcs sRall Ret eeunt te\varel tRe ffl&JiifftYFR 

f3effflit:te0 la·h·R area.)1 

»Q) Exclusions from maximum pennined lawn areas: 

Cal Stabilized grassed area used for parking; 

Cbl Grassed areas designated on landscape plans and actively used for soorts, 
playgrounds or picnic areas; 

Ccl Grassed areas in the right-of-way; 

Cdl Stonnwater retention/detention areas planted in grasses which are very drought 
tolerant. as referenced in the Landscape Manual. as well as tolerant to wet soils.« 

(3) » Maximum permined lawn area« [[i']]»f«or all residential and mixed uses in the 
unincorporated area »is referenced in Table A.« [(, laY'R area skall l!e limited te a 
A\&HifftVFfl ef ~ft)' (4Q) pereeAt ef tRe FIEIYireQ laRdseap 1d epeR &paae as Flj\YiNd iR 
CRat:1ter 33. IR tRese resi~eRtiat ceRiRg distriets \vAere laAdseaped BfJIR spae1 is Ret 
speeiHed 1 lavt'R area sRa11 l!e restrieted te a MaM:ifRYFR ef thi"'' (10) peraeRt ef tile 
Ret let area.]I 

(4) » Maximum permined lawn area«[[F]]»f«or all office, commercial, and industrial 
uscs[(i]) >>is as referenced in Table A.<< [[la·NR area shall he liffliteEI te a A\&HiM'tlfft 
ef P"eRt"!f' (20) perseRt ef d~e reetYireel laRdseapeel e13eR spaee as reetwired iR Chapter 
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;+,JI »Yerv droughl tolerant grasses and low growing native plants. including 
grasses and forbs. as referenced in the Landscape Manual. may be used as 
groundcover beyond the maximum oerinined Krass area specified in Table A.« 

(5) In municipalities, the maximum amount of lawn area for residential and mixed uses 
shall lie limited to a maximum of ([feA)' (40)11 »sjxty C60l« percent of the 
landscaped open space required in the individual municipal code(s). In those 
residential and mixed use zoning districts where landscaped open space is not 
specified, lawn areas shall be restricted to a milXimum of ([lhi~· (30)11 »fifty 
{]Q)« percent of the net lot area. »Lawn areas in« ([GJ]>~«ommercial, office 
and industrial ([wses)I »zones« shall be limited to a maximum of twenty (20) 
percent of the open space required by the individual municipalities. »In those 
commercial, office and industrial zones« )(W!!»~«here landscape>>g« open 
space is not specified, lawn area shall be restricted to a maximum of twenty (20) 
percent of the net lot area less the area covered by buildings. »Very drought 
tolerant grasses and low 2rowing native plant species, including grasses and forbs. 
as referenced in the Landscape Manual. mav be used as groundcover beyond the 
maximum oermitted grass area.<< 

(B) Irrigation. 

(I) All newly-planied and relocated plant material shall be waiered by temporary or 
permanen1 irrigation systems until such time as they are established. 

(2) Irrigation shall be prohibited within native plant communities and natural forest 
communities », except for temporary systems needed to establish newly planted 
material. Temporar\' irrigation svstems shall be disconnected immediately after 
establishment of plant communities.« 

(3) Irrigation systems shall be designed to »conserve water by« alloW>>filg« 
differential operation schedules ([f:er RigR &Rd le·,,,· v·ater re~YiremeRt areas]} 
»based on hydrozone.« 

(4) Irrigation systems shall be designed ». operated,« and m~intained [("'ith heads 
v·hieh de]) »to« not ovenhrow »or overflow on« to impervious surfaces. 

(5) Low trajectory »sprav« heads, and/or low volume water distributing or 
application devices, shall be used. [(Aefi&l)I >>Overhead« irrigation systems shall 
»only« be permined [[fef)] »in bonafide agricultural activity« areas>>,« 
[{f'IBRteS ·nitA grass, trees, &Rd/er sRrt1'e'eef!>' Y>'hieR are &Re Ralf_(LQ) aere er IMger 
iR size.]] 

(6) Gray ll(ReR ~e1allle)]J water shall be used where approved systems are available. 

u~ ,s\1::1teff\atie irrigetieR systeFflS sRetl Be B&J!&81e ef \,eiRg 5¥¥ itefted \e fft&RY&I dwriRg 
raiA)' 'efieds, &Rd ffl&R~al iFFigatieR systeFRs shall he eqYiJl~ed "'itR &YteFFtatie 
sRwtef:r deviees.)1 

>>ill During dry periods. irrigation application rates of between one (I) and one and one 
half ( 1 I /2) inches per week are recommended for turf areas.« 
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(8) ((Te l"eiS 8f'!F8tieR er the S)'SteRl SwriRS JlerieEls ef iR&reaseE:I raiAHill, •ll >>A<< 
moisture »pr rain« sensor !l~JJ »device« shall be required on all irrigation 
systems equipped with automatic controls. ([Tiu meiSIYFe seAser Sl''il8R shall 111 
edjYsteS ta 1Ae sail ty"e aREf set te tYFA eff tRe irrigatieR systeFR ·,,·ReA e "'&1tit11t:1M 
efeRe Relf(1 '~) iReA efraiR Ras '811eR.lJ· 

(9) Irrigation systems shall be timed to operate only during hours and pn days permitted 
under Chapter 32 of the Code. 

(10) If an irrigation system is not provided, a hose bib shall be provided within 
seventy-five (75) feet of any landscape area. 

(C) Trees. 

(I) Tree size. All trees, except street trces[[;Jl. »and trees located beneath power 
lines,« shall be a minimum of ten (10) feet high and have a minimum [[diameler at 
breast lleigllt ([)Bll)JI »caliper« of two (2) inches at ((lMJl timc of planting exe<:pt 
that thirty (30) percel\t of the tree requirement may be met by native species with a 
minimum height of eight (8) feet and a minimum ([OBHJJ »caliper« of one and 
one-half(! 1/2) inches at time of planting. 

[[(2) Street tree size BRel s13eeiRg. Street trees shell Ra11e a eleer tA:IRh ef fa1t1r (4) 
f.eet, BR eYerall ReigRt er"trr·etve (12) f:eet &REi e FAiRiFR'tlWI DBM eft:'ue (~) iReRes at 
time af plaRtiRg &Rel sAall Be f3Favi~eS eleRg all reaEl,vays at a ma:uimYm average 
s13a:iRg ef tRi.rt:· f"r·e (3§) feet BR eenter. \''A.ere trees are 13laRteEI eR i:trivate 
13ra13erty. they sAall Be J!laeeel v·itAiR se"~R (7) het ef the edge ef the dediaated 
rigRt ef 11 ·ay er o·itfliR seveR (7) f.eet eftAe edge efthe raeElu·e~· enets'er iRside edge 
ef e side\•,ralh eR private raaels. ~treet trees are net re~wired \"hen a eelenRade e~eR 
ta tRe 131::18lie is le:ateEI !:;ithin fe1::1r (4) feet ef tAe edge ef the reael·va~'· The 
thir~y f:ive (JS) feet B"erage s13aeing reSjYirei=:fteRt fer ff\Y1ti13\e siAgle family Y:Ftit5 

sYcR as zere let liRe aRd tB\'"ARaYse skall Be Se:seel en tAe tatal liReal feel:Bge ef 
reaeiv·ay fer tRe ePttire ~rajeet BAEi Rel ~aseEi eA individt1a11et "iEltfts.]} 

»ill Street tree size and spacing. Street trees shall be of a species typically grown in 
Dade Counrv which normally mature to a height of at least twenty (20) feet. Street 
trees shall have a clear trunk of four (4) feet. an overall height of twelve CJ2l feet 
and a minimum caliper of two (2) inches at time of planting. and shall be provided 
along all roadways at a maximum average spacing of thirty-five (35) feet on c.:ntcr. 
except as otherwise provided in this Chapter. Street trees arc not required when a 
colonnade open to the public is located within four (4) feet of the edge of the 
roadway. The thinv-five (35) foot average spacing requirement for multiolc single 
family units such as zero-lot-line and townhouse shall be based on the total lineal 
footage of roadway for the entire project and not based on individual lot widths. 
Street trees shall be placed within the swalc area or shall be placed on orivate 
propcm· where demonstrated to be necessary due to right-of-way obstructions as 
determined b\' the Public Works Dcpanmcnt or the appropriate authority within the 
municipalit\'. Street trees planted along private roadways shall be placed within 
seven (7) feel of the edge of roadway pavement and/or where present within seven 
(7) feet of the sidewalk.<< 
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»ill Power lines. V.'here the heigh! and location of overhead oowerlines requires the 
planting of low growing trees. street trees shall have a minimum hejght of eight (8) 
feet. a minimum caliper of one and one-half(! 1/2) inches at time of planting. and 
shall meet the following requirements: 

»ill 

. Cal Single trunk trees clear of lateral branches to four (4) feel and/or multi 
trunk trees or tree/shrubs. as referenced in the Landscape Manual. cleared 
of foliage to a height of four (4) feet. 

(bl A maximum average spacing of twenty-five (251 feet on center. 

Ccl Maturing to a height and spread not encroaching within five (5) feet of 
overhead power distribution lines. 

Cdl Under high voltage (SOkY and above) transm1ss1on lines installed 
independent of underbuilt distribution lines. tree height and spread shall not 
exceed the minimum approach distances specified in the current ANSI 
(American National Standards Institute) Z 133. l Standards. as referenced in 
the Landscap~ Manual.« 

Palms. Palms which meet all of the following requirements shall count as a 
required stree1 tree on the basis of one (I l palm per tree. 

(al Minimum canopv of fifteen (15) feet at maturitv. 

(bl Provided at an average maximum spacing of twentv-five (25) feet on 

~· 

(cl Founeen (14) foot minimum overall height or minimum caliper of four 
(4) inches at time ';fplanting.« 

» It is provided however that queen palms (Syagrus romanzoffiana) shall not be 
allowed as street trees.« 

[[(;)]J »W« Minimum number of trees. Within Uninco,.Porated Dade County, the mtmmum 
number of»required« trees», in addition to street trees,« [[s~sll ee re~YiFOil es)) 

»is referenced in Table A.« (lfellaws:)) 

([LaRd Use er l>h:1FAl3er afTrees Req\:Jire~ 
6aRiRg Distriet per l>I et As re er per let 
QU IRteriffl' 9 trees per lrsre efRet 
AU AgrieHlture•• Let .6area 

SiRgle Fafflily 
ResideRlie1 &Rd 0kl~leH 

· F.Y--1-
R'-' 1 >4(a) 
RU H4(8) 
P..'J 1Z 

3 per lat 

4 ~·· let 



Gh:1stered Qevele,ffteRIS 
RU TH 

Esklte Yse 
bY-M 
let aria 
W-S 
E.Y--+ 
~ 

6U IC 

> 4Ylti family ResiEleRtial 
p.y...,> 
Rt.' JH 
R'J 38 
RU 46 
RU H1 
&l!--4 
RU 1:6. 

~ 

~ 

R'-' §,'\ 
GPI:> 

Ceffimersial 
~ 

BUJA 
~ 

~ 

IA1h1strial 
J.Y-1. 
~ 

~ 

; Jier let 
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A& trees J3er aere ef net let area 

9 trees JIBF a ere ef Aet 

28 trees f3eF asre ef Rel let area 

28 treas per eere ef Rel let area 

22 trees rier eere efnet let area 

15 trees 13er aere efR.et let area 

22 trees 13er aere efRet let area 

>.4iseeHanee\::IS ZeRiRg DiStriets aREI LaREI 'Jses 

PlaAReS Qeveler:imeRts 
PleAAeS t\rea 
Private ~Elt:1eetieAal Faeilities 

28 trees r:ier aere ef Rel let area 
~8 trees '3'' aere efRel let area 

28 trees 13er aere efnet let area 
TreSitieAal J>IeigASerRead E>evele13ffleRt 28 trees 13er aere ef net let area (See DID fer 

adElitieRal re~l:lireMents) 

1'\ll etRer zeRing Elistriets 28 trees 13e; a ere ef Aet let area and/er Yses net 
listed inelYEling tRe GeverRFR8Ata1 PreJleft)' 
Dis1rie1. 

• L'se i:1ef1eR9eRtS eR eAareater ef ReigRBeFAeeEf, etAer,vise bU 2 steAdards epJJ1!>·· 



• • ResideRtial. f:i,·e (S) grass aeres.IJ 
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TABLE A (See NQtC below regarding ltreet trees) 

>>LAND USE OR ~UMBER OF TREES REQUIRED MAXIMUM LAWN AREA 
ZONING DISTRICT Per Acre o[ Per fercent or ~ercent o[ Reguired 

Net Lot Area Lot Net Lot Area OE!en SE!ace 
SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL AND DUPLEX 

RU-I . l soe;. . 
RU·IMla' . 2 35'/o . 
RU-IMlbl . l 35•1 • . 
RU·IZ . 2 35% . 
RU·2 . 1 SO'lo . 

TOWNHOUSE 
RU-TH I 28 . . I 60°/o 

ESTATE USE 
EU·M 2 . SO'lo . 
EU-S 9 . so•1. . 
EU·I 2 . 60'/o . 
EU-2 2 . 60°/o . 
EU-IC 2 . 60°/o . 

MUL Tl-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL 

RU-3 28 . 600/o . 
RU·JB 28 . 600/o . 
RU-3M 28 . 60'/o 
RU·4L 28 . . 60'/o 
RU-4~ 28 - - 40'/o 
RU-4 28 - - 40% 
RU·4A 28 - . 40'/o 

OFFICE 
RU-S 28 . . 300/o 
RU·SA 28 - . 30'/o 
OPD 28 . . 30-/o 

COMMERCIAL 
BU-I 22 . - 20o/o 
BU-IA 22 . . 20'/o 
BU·2 22 . . 20'/o 
BU-3 22 . . 20% 

INDU~TRIAL 

IU·I IS . . 20% 

IU·2 IS . . 20'/o 
IU-3 .· IS . . 20'/o 

IU·C 22 . . 20'/o 

MISCELLANEOUS ZONING DISTRICTS AND LAND USES 
Planned Ocvclonmcnll 28 . . 40-/o 

Planned Arca DcvcloI!mcnts 28 . . 40'/o 
Private Educational Facilities 28 - . 4Wo 

TND 28 . . 40'/o 

GU Interim• 2 . 609/o . 
AU Agriculture {Residential Use} 2 . 60% . 
All Other Zoning Districts 28 - 60% . 

• Use de11endent on character of neighborhood, otherwise E!J-2 standards •1121~. .. Unusual uses must complv with the requirements of underlying zoning district. 

In addition to the number of trees indicated in Table A, additional trees {street trees) ma~ be rcguired as 
12rovidcd in Section I 8A·6{C}. << 
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[((4)Jl»{2)« Grassed areas that are to be used for organized spons such as football and soccer or 
other similar spons or playgrounds, that are clearly identified on a [lsiff)] 
>>landscaoe<< plan ([s,eeit=ieally fer ae,i"i e s~efls aetivities er J!l&}·greYREls,J) shall 
not be counted toward calculating tree requirements. 

[(('))}»(1)« Trees ~hall be planted to provide shade to residential structures of a height of 
thiny-five (35) feet or less. »At least two reauired lot trees shall be positioned in 
the cnergv conservation zone as defined herein.« All exterior air conditioning 
units, except for air conditioning units placed on the roof, shall be shaded by trees 
and/or shrubs »as referenced in the Landscape Manual«. 

([(6)JJ»@« Palms of a ten (10) foot minimum overall height ([al tiA'te ef ~laRliRg,JI or ([eHt]) 
minimum [(PBHJJ »caliper« of three (3) inches at time of planting shall count as a 
required tree on the basis of two (2) palms per tree, >>except as provided herein for 
palms used as of street trees.« No more than thirty (30) percent of the minimum 
tree requirements may be met by palms. 

[[(.'.7)Jl»(2)<< Existing trees require~ »bv law« to be preserved on site ([i>;4&w)] and that meet 
the requirements of Section I 8A-6(C), may be counted toward fulfilling the 
minimum tree requirements. 

[[(&)Jl»UQ)« Prohibited and controlled tree species shall not be counted toward fulfilling 
minimum tree requirements. Prohibited trees shall be removed from the site. 

[((9)J)»Ul)« Thirty (30) percent of the required trees and/or palms shall be native species. 

[[(~)lJ>>Ul)<< [{~le mere tRaA t=i··eRty (~Q) pereeRt ef tAe RBtive tree reetYireffieRts shall Be Sabal 
PalA'te!le (Caeeage) Pal A")] »In order to prevent adverse environmental impacts to 
existing native plant communities, onlv existing Sabal Palmettos (Cabbage Palms) 
shall be used to satisfv minimum tree and native plant requirements, except that 
Cabbage Palms which are rescued from government approved donor sites, 
transplanted within the site, or commercially grown from seed shall be counted 
towards the minimum tree and native plant requirements.<< 

[((-l+))}»(ll)« When trees are planted within the right-of-way, the owners of land adjacent to the 
areas where street trees arc planted must maintain those areas, including the trees, 
plants and sod ». using pruning methods specified in this Code«. A covenant 
executed by those owners is required, or a Special Taxing District must be created 
to maintain these J1reas. Where the State, County or municipality determines that 
the planting of trees and other landscape »material« is no! appropriate in the 
public right-of-way, they may require that said trees and landscape »material« be 
placed on private propeny. 

[[~ Re~1:1ireS street trees eRel trees fer sAaeli~g ef str1:1et1t:1res sRall 9e ee1:i1Rted ta·\•ard the 
miRiffil:lff\ tree re1:1\:lire1~eAtS.]) 

([(.;.;)JJ»Uil« Consideration ~hall be given to the selection of trees, plants and planting site to 
avoid serious problems such as clogged sewers, cracked sidewalks, and power 
service interruptions. 
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([{+4)1J»(.!1)<< Municipalities shall meet all the above requirements in the ccrresponding zoning 
districts or land use categories of the panicular municipality. 

(Dl Shrubs ([e.Re lleeges.IJ 

[[Shrw'es shall 'ee a FfliAiffH:1m ef eigAteeR (I 8) iRsRes in heigAt ·.vl:\eA FReas1;:1red imFMediately 
after 13lanting. I-ledges. "·Aere reEtwireEI, sRall Be ,,1anted at a ff1&MiFR1;:1R1 .s,aeing ef t:hi~· 
(JQ) ineRes en eenter, and maintaineEI se as te ferffl a eentin1;:1e1;:1s, wnirehen and selid viswa1 
sere en v·ithin a FR&rdFRYFR ef ene (I) year aRer tiFRe ef planting. 8hrw8s &REI hedges shall 
Aet 'ee neeessarily ef the seFRe s~eeies. SRr1;:1'es shalt 'ee J1FaviEleEI at a retie ef seven (7) J1BF 
req1;:1ired tree. ThiFty (JQ) 13ereent efthe sRr1:1'es and hedges sl=\all 'ee native speeies.]] 

» Q) 

(~.) 

(E) Vines. 

All shrubs shall be a minimum of eighteen (18) inches in height when measured 
immediatelv after planting. Shrubs shall be provided at ratio of ten (1 Ol ocr 
required tree. Thim· (30) percent of the shrubs shall be native species. 

When used as a visual screen. buffer. or hedge. shrubs shall be planted at a 
maximum average spacing of thinv (30) inches on center or if planted at a 
minimum height ofthiriv-six (36) inches. shall have a maximum average spacing of 
forty-eieht (48) inches on center and shall be maintained so as to form a continuous, 
unbroken and solid visual screen within one (I) year after time of planting. Shrubs 
used as a buffer. visual screen. or hedge need not be of the same species.« 

Vines shall be a minimum of twelve ( 12) inches in length immediately after planting and 
may be used in conjunction with fences. screens. or walls to meet physical barrier 
requirements as specified. »Planting of perimeter walls with vines is recommended as a 
deterrent to paintine of graffiti.« 

(F) Ground Covers. 

Ground cover plants used in lieu of grass. in whole or in pan, sh~ll be planted in such a 
manner as to present a finished appearance and reasonably complete coverage within one 
(1} year after planting. [fGreuRd Eever fftay l:Je SY9stitYteEI fer tRi~· (JO) pereeRt ef the 
reqYireel sRr\:l'es et a rate ef tRree (J) gretinel eever JtlBRts ~er sArli'e.]) 

(G) Mulch. 

»{.!}<<Weed-free mulch shall be applied »and maintained« in a minimum »three ()l inch 
laver under and around all trees and shrubs. and in a minimum« two (2) inch layer 
under and around all [[~laAtillg areaslJ »ground cover.« 

»(2) The use of mulch shall be restricted to planting areas.« 

»C3) Cypress mulch shall not be used because its harvest degrades cypress wetlands.« 
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Where dissimilar land uses exisl on adjacenl properties, and where such areas will not be 
entirely visually screened by an in1ervening building or structure from abuning property, 
that portion of such area nol so screened shall be provided with a buffer consisting of a six 
(6) foot wall or fence with a life expectancy of at least ten (10) years, or [(a hedge]] 
»shrubs« which normally grow[(slJ to a minimum height of six (6) feet. '!\'here chain link 
fencing is used, [[a hedgeJ] »shrubs« shall also be required. [(MklJ »~«hrubs used as a 
buffer shall be a minimum of thirty (30) inches in height at time of planting, and shall be 
planted at a maximum »average« spacing of thirty-six (36) inches on center ».....QL! 

minimum of thirty-six inches in height at time of planting and planted at a maximum 
average spacing of fortv-eight (48) inches on center«. Said buffer shall form a continuous 
screen between the dissimilar land uses within one (I) year after planting. Buffers screening 
dissimilar uses shall include trees planted at a maximum average spacing of thirty-five (35) 
feet on center within a minimum five (5) foot landscaped strip. 

(!) Parking Lot Buffers. 

All parking lots adjacent to a right-of-way or private street shall be screened by a 
continuous [(~]] »planting« and/or three (3) foot high wall with a seven (7) foot 
landscaped strip incorporating said [[~)] »planting« and/or wall on private property. 
[(~Jl »Planting« material [(shall ~e a miRiR'l"FR heigl11 ef eigl'lleeR (18) iRellesJ] at 
time of planting >>shall be either a minimum height of eighteen 118) inches<< with a 
maximum »average« spacing of thirty (30) inches on center[[,]] »,or a minimum height 
of thirtv-six (36) inches with a maximum average spacing of fortv-eight (48) inches on 
~<< 

(J) Landscaped Areas in Parking Lots. 

[11'\ll 13arldAg lets shall be reEJL1ired te previtie teR (IQ) s~Hare f:eet af laRdsea11ed &rea kr 
eaell ~erl<iRg s~aee.)[ »Ten (I 0) square feet of landscaped area per parking space shall be 
provided within a parkin2 101. In order to maximize the distribution of shade, trees shall be 
planted throughout the interior of the parking lot at a minimum density of one tree per 
eighty (80) square feet of landscaped area. exclusive of parking lot buffers. Planting areas 
for each tree shall have a minimum width of five (5) feet. exclusive of the curb dimension. 
and shall be planted or covered with other landscape materials.« [[&aid s~aee "'"Y lie 
f1laeed BR~a,.,Aere •11itAiR a parl:iRg let sHbjeet te LaAelseape Plan P,evie11· as Jtravideel 
hereiA.)) This requirement is in addition to any applicable required open space as provided 
in Chapter 33 of the Code of Metropolitan Dade County or applicable municipal code. 
[(1'\Fty JtlBRtiRg area sflaH l:ie a FRiRiFRum ef t·venty i;tve (2S) S~Yare feet.I) 

(K) Plant Quality. 

»ill« Plants installed pursuant to this Code shall conform to, or exceed, the minimum 
standards for Florida Number One as provided in the most current edition of "Grades and 
Standards for Nursery Plants, Part I and II," prepared by the State of Florida Department of 
Agriculture and Consumer Services. 

»(2) Trees installed pursuant to this Code shall have one primary vertical trunk and 
secondary branches free of included bark up to a height of six (6) feet above natural 
grade.« 
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~ Prehi8iteEI BREI CeRtrelleEI Plant Sfeeies. 
PreRiBiteEI Sf31eies shall Ret he J!lanled an& shall Be reRteved fFeFR BR}' site v·hieA is sw~eet 
te the rer:tYire MeRts ef this erElinanEe. Cen1relleEI speeies shall Rel be Jtl&RteEI "·ithiR f.ive 
hYnElred (SOO) feet ef a )Jatyral I= a rest Ce1n1nu11ity er Rative RaBitats as Elef:iReEI hereiR. 

~ PrYRiRg. 
llatraeltiRg er teppiRg shall Rat Be f)eFR\itteS pre,·iSing that ere·vR redt:tqlieR iR eueess ef 
eRe third ( 1/3) ef a tree's li 11 iRg eaRepy shall Be perFAiRed fer the fetle\ving site aeRElitieRs: 

~ If a tree iRterf.eres v·ith Ytility Ii Res er wt iii~· strYetwres. 
~ lfa tree Ras a EF0"'R ElieBa;lt efgreater thaR ene thirEI (1/3). 
~ If a tree Ras sterfR EiaFRage. 

~ Tree Qestr11etieA. 
The effeetive destr1::1etieR ef trees desigRated te Be f3lBR.te8, f'Fesep.·ed, er releeeted 1::1Rder ltte 
f3FevisieRs eftAis erdiRaRee shall net Be f'erfHiHed.]] 

»L!J Stormwater Retention/Detention Areas 

(I) Storm water retention/detention areas sha II be designed to maximize the perimeter 
dimension. where feasible. 

C2l Stonnwater retention/detention areas shall be planted throughout with native herbaceous 
facultative plants. with the following exceptions: 

Cal In areas that are desi2nated and activelv used for plav and/or picnic areas. 
overflow parking. or spans shall be planted with grasses which are very drbught 
tolerant. as referenced in the Landscape Manual. as well as tolerant to wet soils. 

(b) In areas where the minimum required stormwater retention capacity would be 
adversely affected. 

(3) The minimum required number of native herbaceous facultative plants shall be one plan! 
per square foot of retention/ detention area. including the slope. Minimum required 
herbaceous plant container size shall be one and one-half Cl 1/2) inches. commonly referred 
to as a liner. Sprigging. seeding. plugging. hydro-mulching or sodding with native 
herbaceous facultative plants grown from local seed sources may be used in lieu of linen;. 
Herbaceous plants shalt be planted in such a manner as to present a finished appearance and 
reasonably complete coverage within one (I\ year after planting. 

(4) Native facultative trees or shrubs may be used in lieu of native herbaceous facultative 
plants. provided that the minimum required stormwater retention capacity is not adversely 
affected.« 

Sec, ISA-7 Landscape Plan Review Criteria. 

In the unincorporated area.·all landscape plans shall be reviewed by the Dcpanmcnt of Planning, 
Development and Regulation. and where existing trees or natural forest communities arc involved, 
the Depanment of Environmental Resources Management. In the case of a municipality, landscape 
plans shall be approved by the depanment(s) or board(s) as deemed appropriate within the 
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municipality. Landscape plans shall be revie"ed in accordance with the following goals and 
objectives and the guidelines and illustrations provided in the Landscape Manual: 

(A) Landscape design shall enhance architectural features, relate structure design to the 
site, visually screen dissimilar uses and unsightly views, reduce noise impacts from 
major .roadways and incompatible uses, strengthen important vistas and reinforce 
neighboring site design and architecture. 

(B) Existing specimen trees. native vegetation (including canopy, undcrstory, and 
ground cover) and Natural Forest Communities shall be preserved to the maximum 
extent possible and all requirements of Section 24-60 of the Code. 

(C) In order to conserve water, »reduce maintenance. and promote plant health, plant 
species shall be selected and installed based on their water needs. growth rate and 
size. and resource inputs. Plants with similar water needs shall be grouped in 
hydrozones. Adequate 2rowth area. based on natural mature shape and size shall be 
provided for all plant 111aterials.<< lfthe plaA sRall ElefftBRStFate &R SfftfJR8:5is eR the 
wse ef EIFekjgRt telerant s13eeies. Plants 11·itR sifffilar "'ater re~1:1ireF,U!R'5 sRall Be 
gre1:113e8 tegetRer ts re8uee the a1ne~nt ef\uater Reeessaf) fer iffigatieR.]J 

(D) The plan shall include the use of native plant species in order to reestablish an 
aesthetic regional quality and take advantage of the unique diversity and 
adaptability of nati\C species to the environmental conditions of South Florida. 
Where feasible. the re-establishment of native habitats shall be incorporated into the 
landscape plan. 

(E) Trees and shrubs shall be »planted in the energy conservation zone where feasible. 
in order« [[Y5e4JJ to reduce energy consumption by shading buildings and »shall 
be used to reduce heat island effects bv shading« paved surfaces. 

(F) Street trees shall be used to shade roadways and provide visual order. Where 
feasible, selected species shall be used to establish a road hierarchy by defining 
different road types. 

(G) HPlaRt Sf3eeies BfJt3F9fJriate te a site's par:tiekllar eeRElitieRs shall he 1.:1sed.]) Special 
attention shall be given to the use of appropriate species »located« under, or 
:.:.adjacent to« over>>head« ([wtilit)·Jl »power« lines, and near native plant 
communities and near ll••~tie l•nhs BREI sewer liResjJ »underground utility lines.« 
Adequate growth area shall be provided for all plant materials. ![Trees shall RBI 

eRereaeh at a distaRee greater tflaR teR ( 10) feet ffeffl BR)' everkead 1:1ti1i~!f liAe at 

FRBtYri~'.]] 

(H) Landscaping shall be designed in such a way as to provide safe and unobstructed 
views at intersections of roadways, driveways, recreational paths and sidewalks in 
accordance with Section 33-11 of the Code. 

(I) Historic landscapes and landscape features designated by local, State or federal 
governments shall be preserved. 
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(A) A ([eeAifiea1e ef ee1R~lia•eeJI »Preparer's Certification of l..andscape 
Compliance« [[iA tile t:eFtll ef a lenerJI bearing the original lenerhead of the 
designing firm and licensing number shall be submitted to and approved by the 
Department of Planning, Development and Regulation prior to iss~ance of any final 
Certificate of Use and Occupancy or Certificate of Completion. The ([C1F1ifie&11 ef 
C:e111~li&ReelJ »Prepare r's Certification of kandscape Compliance<< shall contain a 
statement, signed and sealed by the landscape architect or by pcrson(s) authorized 
to prepare plans by Chapter 481, Florida Statutes, who prepared the approved plans, 
that the landscape and irrigation plans have been implemented and that all 
requirements of this ordinance have been met. Any changes or substitutions to the 
approved plan shall be approved by the original designing firm prior to the 
implementation of said changes and substitutions. All changes or substitutions to 
the approved plan shall be noted on all copies. Changes and substitutions of plant 
material shall be of similar quality, quantity and size, as originally approved and 
shall be in complianc~ with the intent and requirements of this ordinance. 

(BJ For a new single family, duplex residence on its own lot or applicable existing 
development, the owner or owner's agent may certify in writing that landscape and 
irrigation have been installed according to approved plan(s). 

(C} The Department of Planning. Development and Regulation shall have the right to 
inspect all projects for compliance prior to issuance of a Certificate of Use and 
Occupancy or Certificate of Completion. 

(D} Municipalities are not required to establish a ([eeF!ifieate ef 691RJ!liaRee]] 
»Preparer's Certification pf Landscape Compliance« procedure. 

Sec. 18A-9. Comrnillee of Landscape Adjustment. 

(A) In unincorporated Dade County, the members of the Executive Council of the' 
Developmental Impact Comminee or their designees shall constitute the Comminee 
of Landscape Adjustment. 

(8) The Committee. of Landscape Adjustment, upon receipt of an application for 
adjustment of landscaping requirements shall have the authority and duty to 
consider and act upon such application. The application shall be filed on forms 
prescribed by the County, executed and sworn to by the owner or tenant of the 
property concerned. or by authorized agents as evidenced by wrinen power of 
attorney, and acco111panied by a fee for processing of the application, as provided by 
Administrative Order. 

(C} In the application. the applicant shall state clearly and in detail what adjustment of 
landscaping requirements are being requested and the reasons such adjustments are 
warranted, and shall accompany the application with such supplementary data. such 
as sketches, surveys ·and statistical information as is deemed necessary to 
substantiate the adjustment. 
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(0) The Committee of Landscape Adjustment may approve, modify or deny ·the 
requested adjustment. but shall approve or modify such request only if it determines 
that approval of any adjustment would not be contrary to the public interest and 
would be in keeping with and would preserve the intent of this ordinance. The 
Comminee of Landscape Adjustment shall not consider requests for variance from 
the requirements of Chapter 24, the Dade County Environmental Protection Code, 
including specimen tree and natural forest community variance requests. Any such 
requests shall be made according to the provisions of Sections 24-48 and 24-49 of 
the Code. Additionall)-, the Committee of Landscape Adjustment shall not have 
authority to modify or adjust any pan of Chapter 33 of the Dade County Code. 

(E) Committee of Landscape Adjustment shall meet on a regular basis to act on pending 
application(s), and shall post their decision in the form of a shon, concise statement 
of the action taken on a conspicuous bulletin board that may be seen by the public at 
reasonable times and hours in the office of the Dcpanment of Planning, 
Development and Regulation. 

(F) Within founeen ( 1-1) \lays after posting of decision, but not thereafter, any decision 
of the Committee of Landscape Adjustment may be appealed to the appropriate 
Community Zoning Appeals Board as prescribed in Chapter 33 for appeals of · 
administrative decisions: otherwise, it shall become final. 

(G) The Community Zoning Appeals Boards or the Board of County Commissioners 
shall have the authority to grant adjustment from this chapter as pan of a zoning 
application. 

(H) Each municipalit' may establish or assign an existing board, committee, or other 
similar body to review adjustments and to establish criteria fur landscape 
adjustment. 

Sec. lSA-10. Landscape Manual. 

The Depanment of Planning. DeYelopment and Reg~lation; in cooperation with other County 
depanments shalt prepare a landscape manual and make the same available to the public. The 
landscape manual shall be adopted by resolution of the Board of County Commissioners. Said 
manual shall provide an illustrative interpretation of the standards provided herein and suggested 
guides for landscaping in accordance with the above standards' 

Sec. lSA-11. Landscape Maintenance. 

(A) An owner is responsi.bte to ensure that fandscaping required to be planted pursuant 
to this ordinance. or the ordinances which were in effect prior to the effective date 
of this ordinance. is: (I) installed in compliance with the Landscape requirements; 
(2) maintained as to present a healthy, vigorous, and neat appearance free from 
refuse and debris: and (3) sufficiently fenilized and watered to maintain the plant 
material in a healthy condition. 



Substitute 
Agenda Item No. 4(W) 
Page No. 27 

(B) If any tree or plant dies "hid1 is b<ini used to satisfy current landscape code 
requirements. such tree or plant shall be replaced with the same landscape material 
»or an approved substitute.« 

»LQ Trees shall be pruned in the following manner: 

Cl) All cuts shall be clean. flush and at junctions. laterals or crotches. All cuts shall 
be made as close as possible to the trunk or parent limb. without cutting into the 
branch collar or leaving a protruding stub. 

(2l Removal of dead wood. crossing branches. weak or insignificant branches. and 
sucker shall be accomplished simultaneously with any reduction in crown. 

(Jl Cutting of lateral branches that results in the removal of more than one-third of 
all branches on one side of n tree shall onl.Y be allowed if required for haz.ard 
reduction or clearance pruning. 

!4) Lifting of branches or tree thinnin~ shall be designed to distribute over half of 
the tree mass in the lower two-thirds (~13) of the tree. 

!51 No more than one-third (113) ofa tree's living canopy shall be removed within a 
one (I l vear period. 

(61 Trees shall be pruned according to the current ANSI A300 Standards and the 
Landscape Manual.« 

»Sec. !SA-12. Prohibitions.« 

»® Prohibited Plant Species. 

Prohibited species shall not be planted and shall be removed from any site which is 
subject to the requirements of this ordinance: 

(fil Controlled Plant Species 

Controlled species shall not be planted within five hundred (500) feet of a Natural 
Forest Commun it' or native habitats as defined herein. 

ill West Indian Maho~any 

West Indian Maho2any. Swietenia mahagoni. shall not be planted within 500 feet of 
a rockland hammock or pine rock land. 

illl Tree Abuse 

Tree abuse is prohibited. Abused trees shall not be counted toward fulfilling the 
minimum tree requirements.<< 
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{A) ([The blade CeYnt: QeJl&FtMeRt ef PIRnniAg, E>evelef'MIRt &Ad RegwlatieR shall 
':''idtheld is&wanee ef a ~Aal CeAif:iea111 ef L'se aAd QeewpaAe~· er CeFtitieate ef 
CefftpletieR YRtil e Cei=tii:ieate efCeM13lianse Ras heeR &JIJ'reved.)] 

»The Dade CountY Department of Planning. Development and Regulation shall 
withhold approval of a final building inspection prior to the issuance of a Final 
Certificate of Use and Occupancy or Certificate of Completion until a Preparers 
Certification of Landscape Compliance has been approved.« 

(B) The Department of Planning, Development and Regulation shall have the right to 
inspect the lands affected by this [[ar~i•a•ee]] »Code« and to issue cease and 
desist orders and citations for violations. 

(C) Failure to install or maintain. landscaping according to the terms of this ordinance 
shall constitute a Yiolation of this Code. Also, failure to plant, preserve, or maintain 
each individual tree $hall be considered to be a separate violation of this Code. 
Each day in which either landscaping or individual trees arc not installed or 
maintained according to the terms of this ordinance shall constitute a continuing· 
and separate violation of this Code. 

(D) In the municipalities. enforcement shall be performed by the Department within the 
municipality as may be deemed appropriate by the municipality, and in the event 
the provisions hereof arc not enforced within the municipality, the County shall 
enforce same. 

Sec. 18A·1»1«[[;,i. Conflicts With Other Ordinances or Regulations. 

If this chapter conflicts with other ordinances or regulations, the more stringent limitation or 
requirement shall govern or prevail to the extent of the conflict. 

Section 2. Section l 8A- l 4 of the Code of Metropolitan Dade County, Florida is hereby 
repealed as follows: 

11See. 181. 14, S111aset Pre·,.isieRs. 

This erdiR&Ree shall stand rei:iealed three (3) ~ears fra~ its eff.eetive Eiete.)} 

• • • 

Section 3. If any section. subsection, clause. provision or part of this Code shall be held 

invalid for any reason, the remainder of this Code shall not be affected thereby, but shall remain in 

full force and effect. 
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Section 4. It is the intention of the Board of County Commissioners, and it is hereby 

ordained that the provisions of this ordinance, including any Sunset provision, shall become and be 

made a pan of the Code of Metropolitan Dade County, Florida. The sections of this ordinance may 

be renumbered or relenered to accomplish such intention, and the word "ordinance" may be changed 

to "section", "article", or other appropriate word. 

Section 5. This ordinance shall become effective seventy (70) days after the date of 

enactment provided however this ordinance shall not apply to projects for which prior to the 

effective date of this ordinance: (I) an application for a building pennit has been filed; (2) a 

building pennit has been issued and is in effect; (3) the Zoning Appeals Board, Community Zoning 

Appeals Boards, or Board of County Commissioners has by resolution approved a project site plan; 

(4) a site plan which has received Administrative Site Plan approval; or (5) a zoning application . 

has been filed prior to March 11. 1998 that includes detailed site and landscape plans. 

Section 6. This ordinance does not contain a sunset provision. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED: JAN ' 3 \998 

Approved by County Attorney as 

to form and legal sufficiency. f1L_ 

. '.!.!/"" 
Prepared by: ~ 

LSCODEX7.SAM 

kkt 
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Road to Cross 

U.S.! 

U.S.! 

U.S.! 

U.S.! 

U.S.! 

U.S.! 

SW70 Ave 

SW82 St 

SW82 St 

SW88 St 

SW88 St 

SW88 St 

S Dadeland Blvd 

Table 7 
Crosswalk And Pedestrian Signal Needs 

Dadeland Activity Center Area 

Intersecting Road Striped Crosswalk 

SW 80 Street ,/ 

SW67 Ave ,/ 

N. Kendall Dr ,/ 

Dadeland Boulevard ,/ 

DatranDr ,/ 

SW98 St ,/ 

SW80 St ,/ 

SW 72 Ave, W Side ,/ 

SW 72 Ave, W Side ,/ 

SW68 Ct ,/ 

SW69 Ct ,/ 

7500 Blk ,/ 

Dadeland Blvd • ,/ 

Pedestrian Signal 
,/ 

,/ 

,/ 

,/ 

,/ 

,/ 

,/ 

,/ 

Source: The Metropolitan Dade Collllty Department of Planning, Development, and Regulation 
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DEPARTMENTAL MEMORANDUMS 
REVIEW OF SPECIFIC AREA PLANNING REPORT FOR 

IMPROVING MOBILITY FOR THE DADELAND REGIONAL 
ACTIVITY CENTER AREA STUDY 

• MIAMI-DADE TRANSIT AGENCY 
June 8, 1998 

• FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
August 13, 1998 

• MIAMI-DADE PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 
September 29, 1998 
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To: 

M E M 0 R A N D U M 

Napoleon Somoza 
Department of Planning, 
Development and Regulation 

Date: June 8, 1998 

From: Mario G. Garcia, Chief 
Transit Planning Division 
Miami-Dade Transit Agency 

Subject: Staff 
Recommendations 

The following information further summarizes our staff 
recommendations as previously presented to Mr. Walter Geiger, in 
our letter dated February 10, 1998. These comments referred to 
previously discussed items which were agreed upon during a meeting 
attended by MDTA and DPDR staff members, on Feb. 3, 1998. 

Should any additional issues need review, please contact my office 
at ext. 1193. 

************************************************************* 

Specific Planning Areas: 
Dadeland Regional Activity Center and 

West Flagler Street Corridor 
Summary of information 

Items under discussion: 

1. A letter signed by Danny Alvarez was prepared and forwarded 
to Mr. Pedro Hernandez, P.E., Director of Public Works, indicating 
our support for programming sidewalk installation/development near 
the Dadeland North Metrorail Station, on S.W. 68th Court, between 
U.S. 1 and No. Kendall Drive. See attached copy, 

2. MDTA staff met with staff from the SFWMD local office and 
inquired as to the right-of-way details of the Snapper Creek Canal 
between S. W. 72 & S. W. 7_0 Avenues, specifically any easements for 
crossing the FEC tracks in the area that is adjacent and runs 
parallel to S.W. 70 Avenue. Mr. Roman Gastesi, Director Miami Dade 
Regional Service Center, informed us of the possibility of working 
with MDTA to develop some proposal (s) to improve the pedestrian 
access to the Dadeland North station by using the Snapper Creek 
Canal right-of-way. 

3. MDTA staff performed a field check at the Dadeland South 
Metrorail Station, for the existence, or lack thereof, of sidewalk 
segments linking the south entrance to the station, along Datran 
Drive to US 1 and points east of US 1. MDTA staff also checked 
same sidewalk links and safety issues at north end of station, 
specially the interface with the South Dade Busway turn around 



road and the sidewalks linking the station with points 
east, e.g., Shorty's Restaurant, and path of travel across 
the Border's Bookstore & Burger King restaurant. 

to the 
us 1 to 

The results of this field check are that there is no 
sidewalk linking the south entrance to the station. There is a 
sidewalk on MDTA's property along Datran Drive; however, once it 
gets into Shorty's property it turns into a parking lot with about 
three feet left between the parking concrete stops and the actual 
street. The street has round metal bumps marking the beginning of 
the drive area. There is no sidewalk in Dadeland Blvd., except in 
front of the Marriott Hotel. 

As you are aware, there currently is a study underway in the 
form of a Charrette, with results being presented to the public in 
June 12, 1998. This study has the potential to recommend many 
amenities for pedestrians in the Downtown Kendall area. 

4. It was recommended in the Final Report for Improving 
Mobility, (Dade land Regional Activity Center, page 31; and West 
Flagler Street Corridor Study, page 34) that MDTA establish a 
priority ranking for installation of bus benches and shelters. 
However, establishing a priority ranking for benches and shelters 
may prove problematic because both benches and shelters are 
revenue items that are handled under contract. The former 
contractor for benches, Bench Ads, is in default with MDTA. 
Currently, there is a bid process for a new contractor. 

Shelters are furnished by Eller Media and are emplaced where 
space allows. Under ADA requirements, there must be three feet of 
space for a wheelchair to pass by a bus shelter. The shelters 
require about six feet of space on the sidewalk. There are few, 
if any, areas of sidewalk on Kendall Drive that could support 
these requirements. There is another type of shelter: the 
slimline. It is implemented when MDTA has the funds to pay Eller 
Media to maintain the shelters. 

5. A memo was sent to Wilson Fernandez, Project Manager for the 
Transit Development Plan (TDP) requesting that a recommendation 
from the Special Area Planning Task Force be added to the 1998 TDP 
Update, to improve transit headways along N. Kendall Drive during 
peak hours to 10 min. (See attached memo) 

6. The agency's efforts regarding the monthly corporate pass 
program along the Kendall Corridor, specifically with employers 
like Baptist Hospital, the Datran Center, the Dadeland (North) 
Station stores, and the Flagler corridor employment centers have 
been minimal. 

The corporate incentive program offers a discounted 
Metropass card to employers who purchase them for five or more 
employees. Currently, there are 109 employers using this program. 
Baptist Hospital and Datran Center have not registered with MDTA. 



As part of a prior study, 1000 brochures were 
employers and were followed by presentations at hotels 
Beach. The response was modest. 

sent to 
on Miami 

7. The new and improved signage plan applies throughout the 
county, not just areas around rail stations. MDTA's new bus stop 
sign program is a result of research done with the objective of 
improving customer satisfaction and improving the agency's public 
image. Two areas of concentration were found that warranted 
improvement in order to meet the objectives: 1) provide 
comprehensive route schedule information at all 327 bus transfer 
points, and 2) research, design, and produce a unique system that 
will alleviate the extensive graffiti problems. The new bus stop 
sign system is believed to meet these objectives. 

Three types of signs were created. Type One displays route 
numbers and final destinations and will be located at most stops 
throughout the county. Type Two provides more detailed 
information and includes bus departure times. It will be 
installed at most transfer points. Type Three will be located at 
major bus transfer points and will include route maps, schedules, 
fare and telephone information. This type also has advertising 
space available. All three signs are constructed out of fiberglas 
The design incorporates the new bus color scheme into the signs 
and leaves no areas blank for possible vandalism. 

The possible implementation date for the new bus stop signs 
would be beginning of next fiscal year. 

8. MDTA staff have nothing new to report on the efforts to 
provide premium parking for HOVs at Dadeland North and Dadeland 
South Metrorail stations. The planning staff is scheduling a 
meeting with the Facilities Maintenance Division to discuss these 
issues. 

9. On the feasibility of off-peak, non-transit uses of 
garage(s) after hours, weekends, etc., for Dadeland North and 
Dadeland South Metrorail stations, MDTA sees a possibility for 
off-peak uses of both stations. During peak hours, Dadeland North 
is 85 - 90 % full; Dadeland South is 100 % full. After 6:00 p.m. 
both lots empty out, except for some special events. Bed, Bath, 
and Beyond has expressed interest in holiday leasing. Also, a 
hotel has expressed interest in leasing 200 spaces. The main 
concern would be to insure adequate controls so that Metrorail 
riders have priority during workday peak hours. 
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District Traffic Operations Office 
1000 NW 111 Avenue, Room 6202 
Miami, Florida 33172-5800 
Telephone 470-5335 

August 1 3, 1 998 

Mr. Guillermo E. Olmedillo 
Director 
Department of Planning, Development and Regulation 
1 1 1 NW 1 Street, Suite 1110 
Miami, Florida 33128-1974 

Dear Mr. Olmedillo: 

il~uw~~ 
AUl:J ! !,-1 

DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING 
DEVEUlPMENT AND REGULATION 

/;' 
" t 

SUBJECT: Dadeland Regional Activity Center/ Flagler Street Corridor Study Reports 
(CTP 1998-03-0011 )& (CTP 1998-06-0035) 

The Department has completed its evaluation of your request for high emphasis 
crosswalks, pedestrian signals, etc. for the intersections outlined in the two above 
referenced studies. We will accommodate some of your requests as shown in the 
attached table. 

For all of the intersections referenced in the Dadeland Regional Activity Center that 
fall under our jurisdiction, we intend to install high emphasis crosswalks over the 
existing ones. We did not find a need to mark all four legs of the intersections as 
requested in the report. With the exception of US 1 at Datran Drive and SW 98 
Street, supplemental pedestrian heads are not warranted at this time. However, 
by copy of this letter we are seeking concurrence from Miami Dade County Public 
Works Department (Traffic Signals & Signs Division) for the installation of these 
supplemental pedestrian features and for eventual maintenance. 

We intend to also install high emphasis crosswalks for all the intersections listed in 
the Flagler Street Corridor Study that fall under our jurisdiction except for the 
intersection at NW 87 Avenue and NW 8 Street (North Intersection). 

@ RECYCLED PA.,E>i 



Mr. Olmedillo 
August 13, 1998 
page -two-

We are willing to perform this work with our "pushbutton contract." However, 
there is an existing backlog of work so we cannot give you a definite time frame. 
As an option we would grant permission to Miami Dade County Public Works 
Department to perform this work. The Department appreciates the opportunity to 
have addressed this matter for you. If we can offer further assistance please feel 
free to cont!!Ct us at the above number. 

or, J. Santana, P.E. 
D" trict Traffic Operations Engineer 

RJS/JSG 

attachment 

cc: Robert Williams, Traffic Signals and Signs Divsion, MDCPW (w/ attachment) 
Rafael DeArazoza, District Planning Manager (w/ attachment) 
Javier Gonzalez, Ass't District Traffic Operations Engineer (w/ attachment) 



Dadeland Regional Activity Center 

Location Proposed Treatment 

us 1 at SW 98 Street High emphasis x-walk over existing and supplemental 
ped heads & buttons for S & N legs 

"------ ··-· 

us 1 at Datran Drive High emphasis x-walk over existing and supplemental 
ped heads & buttons at SE corner 

US 1 at Dadeland Blvd High emphasis x-walk over existing 

us 1 at Kendall Drive High emphasis x-walk over existing 

us 1 at SW 67 Avenue High emphasis x-walk over existing 

us 1 at SW 80 Street High emphasis x-walk over existing 

Kendall Drive at SW 7500 High emphasis x-walk over existing 
Blk 

\(> ·. • >·•··· .... ·.•> /. < \/ ·. Flaghll' Street Corridor Study. i }.-.-·r<y· 
. 

..·•·.· 

Location Proposed Treatment 

NW 87 Ave at NW 8 St· Nothing. There are no existing pedestrians at this 
North Intersection intersection. Moreover, ped activity can be 

accommodated at south intersection 

NW 87 Ave at NW 8 St High emphasis x-walk over existing 
South lnteresection 

NW 87 Ave at NW 7 St Already exists, however we will refurbish markings 

NW 87 Ave at Park Drive High emphasis x-walk over existing 

NW 87 Ave at W Flagler St High emphasis x-walk over existing 

SW 87 Ave at SW 8 St High emphasis x-walk over existing 

NW 107 Ave at NW 7 St High emphasis x-walk over existing 

W 107 Ave at W Flagler St High emphasis x-walk over existing 

SW 107 Ave at SW 4 St Already exists, however we will refurbish markings 

SW 107 Ave at SW 8 St High emphasis x-walk over existing 

W Flagler St at W 84 Ave High emphasis x-walk over existing 

W Flagler St at W 82 Ave High emphasis x-walk over existing 

W Flagler St at W 79 Ave High emphasis x-walk over existing 

VV Flagler St at W 72 ;.,,vc r-:;~:1 ernp:io.;i.s A-·~·,,-~lk o-..;i;1- existing 



MEMORANDUM 

TO DATE September 29, 1998 
lation Department 

FROM Gasp r 
Plannin 
Public 

ira da, P.E., Heail 
Se tion, Highway Division 

s Department 

SUBJECT Dadeland Regional Activity Center 
Mobility Improvement Study 

The Public Works Department (PWD) Highway Planning Section has reviewed the report's 
sidewalk, crosswalk and pedestrian signal needs components of the study. 

Sidewalk Needs to Complete Network 

The majority of corridor segments listed as needing sidewalks are along existing, developed 
residential, business, or industrial frontage. PWD's historic policy has been to maintain existing 
sidewalks, as budget permits, but not to provide new sidewalk, unless as part of a roadway 
construction project. More recently, PWD initiated a process of constructing sidewalks along 
Safe Routes to Schools, and constructing pedestrian ramps and curb cuts along full- and half­
section line collector and arterial roadways. 

In general, we have no objection to the report's recommended locations for sidewalk, with some 
revisions. We have the following additional comments: 

Sidewalk Corridors 

• US 1 from SW 80 St to SW 90 St - This corridor segment comes under the jurisdiction of the 
Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT). The report should be provided to that agency 
for their review and determination of improvements along their right of way. 

• SW 67 Ave from SW 84 St to SW 88 St - There is a bridge crossing the Snapper Creek Canal 
along this corridor segment. We are requesting our Bridge Section inspect this bridge for the 
potential of using existing concrete deck on the west side of the bridge as a walkway surface. 
PWD will then investigate the cost and scheduling of providing necessary bridge railing and 
sidewalk at the west side bridge approaches, to be connected by any future private property 
construction to the north and south. 

• SW 70 Ave from SW 80 St to Snapper Creek Canal - There is already existing sidewalk on 
the east side of this corridor segment. PWD recommends PDR investigate sidewalk needs 
south of the canal to US I. 

• SW 77 Ave from SW 9400 Block to SW 95 Ter - PWD recommends PDR investigate sidewalk 
needs south of SW 95 Ter to SW 98 St. 

• Old Dixie Hwy from Datran Dr to Dade/and Towers Office Complex - Old Dixie Hwy does 
not connect to the Dadeland Towers Office Complex. The only roadway connecting these 
two intersections is South Dadeland Blvd; which has an asphalt walkway currently. 
Commercial construction is presently being considered at the northwest corner of South 
Dadeland Blvd and Datran Dr. A walkway system is being proposed with this development. 

• S. Dade/and Blvd from Dade/and Blvd to Datran Dr - A segment of existing sidewalk 
extending west from Dadeland Blvd could be connected to the development's internal 
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walkway system on the west side of the driveway where the sidewalk currently ends. PWD 
recommends PDR investigate sidewalk needs along the north side of this corridor segment. 

• SW 81 St from SW 67 Ave to SW 70 Ave -This corridor does not extend west to SW 70 Ave, 
and is repeated on the next line with a west endpoint at SW 69 Ave. Is this line a restatement 
of the "SW 80 St" line above on the list? 

• Datran Dr from Busway to US 1 - We have no objection. Additionally, the proposed 
commercial construction at South Dadeland Blvd and Datran Dr will include a sidewalk 
along the west side ofDatran Dr from South Dadeland Blvd to the Busway. 

Crosswalk and Pedestrian Signal Needs 

PWD has the following intersection comments: 

• US J at SW 80 St; at SW 67 Ave; at N Kendall Dr; at Dade/and Blvd; at Datran Dr; and at 
SW 98 St - These intersections come under the jurisdiction of the Florida Department of 
Transportation (FDOT). The report should be provided to that agency for their review and 
determination of improvements along their right of way. 

• SW 70 Ave at SW 80 St - The east leg has crosswalk markings to access the east-west 
sidewalk on the north side of SW 80 St. There is no sidewalk on the south side of SW 80 St 
west of the southwest corner, which precludes the need for a crosswalk at this time. If 
sidewalk is constructed to the west or to the south from the southwest corner, a crosswalk 
should be included at that time. 

• SW 82 St at SW 72 Ave, W Side - This location already has crosswalk and pedestrian signals. 
However, the south leg of this intersection has a crosswalk without pedestrian signals. Our 
traffic engineers will review this location for necessary improvements 

• SW 82 St at SW 72 Ave, W Side - This designation is repeated. 

• SW 88 St at SW 68 Ct; at SW 69 Ct; and at 7500 Elk- These intersections come under the 
jurisdiction of the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT). The report should be 
provided to that agency for their review and determination of improvements along their right 
of way. 

• S Dade/and Blvd at Dade/and Blvd- Our traffic engineers will review this location for 
necessary improvements. 

We appreciate the opportunity to look into this matter for you. 

cc: M. Hasan, Traffic Engineering Section 
E. Nunez, Bridge Section 

GM/JLC 
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DEPARTMENT OF PLAAWNG, DEVELOPMENT AND REGULATION 
PLANNING REVIEW SECTION 

PLANNING DIVISION 

ADI\UNJSTRATIYE SITE PLAN REVIEW 

Development Type: 
D Commercial 
D Industrial 

D Residential 
D Hotel I Motel 

Project Number: ________ _ 

Project Name:---------­
Received Date:----------
Amount of Fee: ________ _ 
Zoning: ___________ _ 
Subject Property: _______ _ 

Folio# _________ _ 

STR: ---------­
Date of Review:-------­
Reviewed By:--------

Number of Units: -------Area: _______________________________ _ 

KEY: A= Acceptable R =Rejected NIA= Not Applicable *=Needs Improvement 

A R NIA * COMMENTS 
]. CQIDll~lillilill'. with SYrrQunging 

Dev!:)Ql2W~Dt ond l Q[ ZQDin° 

2. D~nsill'. 

3. Building ilDd Site D~sign 
a. Buildings as related to each 

other and to adjacent properties 

b. Building design to reflect 
subtropical characteristics such 
as use of balconies, porches, 
roof decks, a\vnings, large 
overhangs, etc. 

c. Floor Plans 

d. Elevations 
~ 

e. Use of Materials 

f. Energy Consideration 

D Siting for prevailing breezes 

0 Siting for sun angles and 
shading 

D Landscaping for shade 

4. MethQds Q[drainao~ incJyQiag 
1Q~atiQn Q(\vater r~t~ntiQa §lr~as 
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KEY: A= Acceptable R= Rejected NIA= Not Applicable *=Needs Improvem.ent 

A R NIA * COMMENTS 
5. Cjrculatjon 

" Antn 

D Ingress and egress 

0 loading and unloading 
zones 

D Visibility at intersections 

D Elimination of through 
traffic on minor 
residential streets 

b. Pedestrian 

D Walks 

D Rest areas with benches 

c. Bicycle 

LJ Pi1liJ:> 

D Racks 

d. Public Transportation 

D Bus Stops 

D Shelters and Benches 

e. Adequate turning radii and 
tum-around for trucks 

f. Roads 

0 Public right-of-way 
dedication 

D Private road width 

6. Eilrking 
a. Number, size and location of 

spaces 

D Standard 
-

D Handicapped 

7. Existing Tr!:~S iJDd Other Veiieta[iQD 

a. To remain in place 

b. Surface treatment 

c. To be removed 
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KEY: A= Acceptable R =Rejected NIA= Not Applicable *=Needs Improvement 

A R NIA * COMMENTS 
8. Ami:niti~s 

a. An displays and features 

b. Surface treatment 

c. Entrance features 

d. Street furniture 

e. Lighting (streets, signs, etc.) 

9. A~''ss fQr Em~[g~n~):'. EQuipm,nt 
ilDd S~CTi~tS: 

10. ErQi~~t and :Building Id~atifh;;atiQD 

11. S~a:Yh~e Amas 
a. Loading and unloading 

12. Bumring Elem~als 

a. Living plant materials 

b. Non-living materials 
(walls, fences, etc.) 

c. Greenbelts 

13. Q11~a S11a~~ 

a. Relation to natural 
characteristics of site 

b. Area provided 

c. Recreational facilities 

14. Lands~a12e tr~!:litm~nt 

a. Provide shade 

b. Enhance architectural treatment 

c. Relates structure to site 

d. Screens non-compatible uses 

e. Attenuate noise 

f. Adequacy of species and size in 
terms of design purposes to be 
served 

g. Proposed irrigation 
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h . ...Elllnl #Required #Provided Native Height Height Diamete·r 
Ma1i:ria1 Species YIN Required Provided (DBH) 
Trees 

Street 
Trees 

Shrubs 

Hedges 

Benns 

SUMMARY OF COMMENTS 
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® MEMORANDUM 

To: Honorable Chairperson and Members 
Board of County Commissioners 

Date: September 16, 1998 

latr.1SBCCPAB.SA~ I 

Subject: Planning Advisory Board 
Resolutions 

The Planning Advisory Board adopted the attached resolutions at its meeting of 
September 9, 1998. The Chair and members have asked that it be distributed to the 
Board of County Commissioners prior to Commission discussion of the budget next 
week. 

Attachments 



RESOLUTION REGARDING IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 
CONCEPTS IDENTIFIED BY THE DO\Vl\'TOWN KENDALL 
CHARRETT 

WHEREAS, the Chair and Members of the Planning Advisory Board entertained a 
presentation by Chamber SOUTH; Duany, ridLc1-Zyuc1;__ 0.. Cumj.Jdlly, and Dover, Kohl & 
Partners regarding the Downtown Kendall Master Plan, which was the result of the Downtown 
Kendall Charrette; and, 

WHEREAS, the Chair and members of the Planning Advisory Board received comments 
form members of the public in attendance at the meeting; and, 

WHEREAS, the Chair and members of the Planning Advisory Board encourage the 
further intensification of designated urban Ceiltc1,; in a manner that promotes quality urban design 
and the utilization of public transit; 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Planning Advisory Board endorses the 
implementation. concepts embodied in the Downtown Kendall Master Plan and encourages the 
Board of County Commissioners to provide the necessary resources to implement the concepts 
through the adoption of appropriate development regulations. 

The foregoing resolution was offered by Mr. Sanabria, who moved its adoption. The 
motion was seconded by Mr. , and upon being put to a vote, the vote was as follows: 

Pablo Alvarez 
Dorothy Cook 
Anthony Fraga 
Charles George 
Ken Guldstrant 
Rod Jude 

Absent 
Absent 
Aye 
Aye 
Aye 
Absent 

Alicia Pina 
Jose Rojas 
Gonzalo Sanabria 
Carlos Sires 
Earl Wells 

Jay Sosna, Chair Aye 

Aye 
Aye 
Absent 
Absent 
Absent 

The above action was taken by the Planning Advisory Board at its meeting of September 
9, 1998 and is certified correct by Guillermo E. Olmedill ·ve Secretary to the Planning 
Advisory Board. 

lu:IC:\WINDOWSITEMP9998RES2.SAM 
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METROPOLITAN PLANNING SECTION 
Robert Usherson, Chief 
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