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PREFACE 

The primary purpose of this Prospectus is to establish a multi-year 
framework and an organizational structure for developing, evaluating, 
reviewing and coordinating all transportation planning programs with 
the objective of maintaining an adequate multi-modal transportation 
system for the residents and visitors of Miami metropolitan area. 

The need for this document has evolved from the Federal Aid Highway Act 
of 1962, which mandated that as a condition for the receipt of Federal 
funds, each urllan area of over 50,000 population would be required to 
carry on a continuing, cooperative, and comprehensive transportation 
planning process. The purpose of the mandate was to ensure that: 
1) the planning process remain a continuing effort responsive to land 
use and demographic changes, 2) participation be shared by all concerned, 
and 3) the planning process be coordinated with other developmental plan
ning aspects (water, sewer, open space and so forth). This process, 
commonly known as the "3-C" planning process, has continued to grow from 
that beginning. A further refinement has been the increased emphasis for 
transportation modal integration. The Secretary of the United States 
Department of Transportation issued regulations creating an Intermodal 
Planning Group (IPG) to ensure a modal coordination in the development of 
transportation systems and that multi-modal planning take place within 
the framework of a unified planning work program. 

A final development has been the Federal requirement that the Governor 
of each State designate Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPO's) con
sisting of the "3-C" planning requirements within each urban area. 
Subsequently, the Governor of Florida designated the members of the Board 
of County Commissioners of Dade County as the MPO for the Miami urban area. 

This document is developed pursuant to the Federal transportation planning 
requirements to serve as the policy/management guide for purposes of the 
Miami urban area Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO). 

This Prospectus is divided into five parts. Part I contains a description 
of the powers of the Metropolitan Dade County as it relates to transporta
tion and areawide planning; a discussion of the policy/management frame
work of the metropolitan government; and a discussion of how the MPO relates 
to the metropolitan government. 

Part II delineates the MPO structure, including its legal basis; the 
management services contract with the County; and the components of the 
organizational structure, including a Public Involvement structure which 
is an integral part. 
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Part III deals with metropolitan development policies including a 
discussion of the Comprehensive Development Master Plan (CDMP); how 
priorities are determined and the inter-relationship between policy 
and the plan. 

Part IV provides a detailed description of the elements of the trans
portation planning program and process including the Unified Planning 
Work Program (UPWP), the Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) and 
the Long Range (LR) and Transportations Systems Management Element (TSME) 
of the area's Transportation Plan. 

Finally, Part V is a description of the program management, monitoring, 
review and reporting procedures established to ensure continuing 
effectiveness of the overall urban transportation planning program. 
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PART I 

METROPOLITAN DADE COUNTY GOVERNMENT 

A. Powers of the Metropolitan Government 

During the period following World War II, the Miami Urban Area 

(Dade County) entered into a period of rapid growth and expansion. By 

the middle of the Fifties, population had doubled over that of the pre-war 

period. 

The housing needs of the expanded population were met, for the most 

part, by the development of large vacant tracts of land within the center 

city. As the availability of such large tracts diminished, more large 

developments were constructed in the suburbs and in the outlying rural area. 

This circumstance, coupled with the predominant demand for single family 

dwellings on large lots, led to low density urban sprawl and strip develop

ment. 

The County government was not structured to cope with the urbanization 

of the rural areas. Its powers were limited by the Constitution and Statute 

and did not include the powers necessary to carry on the functions or 

provide the services of a local government. Additionally, areawide 

problems such as uniform traffic control, water and sewers, lack of 

comprehensive areawide planning, and so forth,.were emerging. 

The solution was the creation of the present metropolitan government 

of Dade County in 1957. The Constitution of the State of Florida was 

amended to give Dade County the option of adopting 'Home Rule', thereby 
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permitting it to adopt its own charter, exercising in the unincorporated 

area the powers of a municipality, and the power to carry on a central 

metropolitan government with respect to all functions not specifically 

reserved to the municipalities. 

The Charter, adopted by the citizens of Dade County, effectively 

established a political jurisdiction which was co-extensive with the organic 

metropolitan problem, and had the power and authority to undertake planning 

and capital improvements which required conception and effectuation in 

regional terms and gave the County control of those functions which were 

areawide in nature and could be most efficiently and effectively admini-

stered by a central authority. 

The effect of the constitutional amendment and the Charter was to 

add to the normal powers of a County government the additional powers needed 
I 

to provide municipal services and functions for the unincorporated area and 

the power to carry on a regional or. areawide government with the limits 

imposed by the Charter. 

In summary, the powers of the metropolitan government are derived from 

the Home Rule Amendment to the Constitution of the State of Florida and are 

exercised in accordance with the Charter adopted by the electorate of Dade 

County. 

The powers of the central metropolitan government as they appertain 

to traffic, transportation and comprehensive planning are explicit: 

• Prepare and enforce comprehensive plans for the development of 

the County. 
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• 
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Provide and regulate arterial, toll and other roads, bridges, tunnels 

and related facilities; eliminate grade crossings; provide and regulate 

parking facilities; and develop and enforce master plans for the 

control of traffic and parking. 

Provide and operate air, water, rail and bus terminals, port facilities, 

and public transportation systems. 

License and regulate taxis, jitneys, limousines for hire, rental cars 

and other passenger vehicles for hire operating in the County. 

Provide central records, training and communications for fire and 

police protection; provide traffic control and central crime 

investigation; provide fire stations, jails and related facilities; 

and provide a uniform system for fire and police protection. 

The above listed powers have been implemented by the adoption of 

appropriate ordinances which are now in force and effect. 

B. Policy/Management Framework 

The Metropolitan Charter departed from the established arrangement 

for the governance of counties and prescribed that the Dade County Metro

politan Government would be organized as a Commissioner/Manager form of 

government. The Board of County Commissioners serve as a part time legis

lative/policy making body and appoint a County Manager to administer the 

business and affairs of the County subject only to constraints set by the 

Charter, ordinances, or policies adopted by the Board. 

The Board of County Commissioners consists of nine members, eight of 

whom are elected at large from districts and the Mayor, who is elected at 

large. The Mayor is the Chairman of the Board and nominal head of the 

metropolitan government. The powers of the Mayor, other than those explicitly 

recited in the Charter, are derived from the consent of the Board as a whole. 



The County Manager is appointed by the Board and serves at its 

pleasure as the Chief Executive Officer and head of the administrative 

branch of the County government. The powers and duties of the Manager 

are explicitly set forth in the Charter and the Board members are 

constrained from dealing with the administrative service except through 

the Manager. 

The Charter also provided that a Department of Planning headed by a 

planning director be appointed by the County Manager. Under the supervision 

of the Manager, and with the advice of a Planning Advisory Board, the 

Planning Director is required to: 

1. Conduct studies of county population, land ·use, facilities, 

resources, and needs and other factors which influence the 

County's development, and on the basis of such studies prepare 

such other official maps and reports as, taken together, consti

tute a master plan for the welfare, recreational, economic and 

physical development of the County. 

2. Prepare for review by the Planning Advisory Board, and for adoption 

by the Board of County Connnissioners, zoning, subdivision and 

related regulations for the unincorporated areas of the County 

and minimum standards governing zoning, subdivision and related 

regulations for the municipalities; and prepare reconnnendations 

to effectuate the master plan and to coordinate the County's 

proposed capital improvements with the master plan • 

• 3. Review the municipal systems of planning, zoning, subdivision and 

related regulations and make reconnnendations thereon with a view 

to coordinating such municipal systems with one another and with 

those of the County. 
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C. Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) 

Through a departure from previous 3-C concepts, the thrust of the 

,joint Urban Mass Transportation Administration (UMTA)/Federal Highway 

Administration (FHWA) regulation titled "Transportation Improvement Program" 

(FR., Vol. 40, No. 181 dated 9/17/75) and joint UMTA/FHWA regulations titled 
• 

"Federal and Federally Assisted Programs and Projects - Coordination" 

(FR., Vol. 41, No. 154 dated 8/9/76) is to institutionalize multi-modal 

transportation planning and ensure that Federal funds would be expended in 

a manner consistent with an area's comprehensive long range land use plan 

and urban development objectives. The regulation further requires that 

the areds overall social, economic, environmental, system performance, and 

energy conservation goals and objectives are taken into account and that 

programs and projects are coordinated between local, regional and state 

agencies., It is intended that programs and projects will be evaluated to 

determine environmental impacts, and that plans and projects before adoption 

will have had the benefit of public involvement and input. Finally, the 

plans must be endorsed by an MPO designated by the Governor of the State 

and composed of principal elected officials of general purpose local 

government. 

The Metropolitan Planning Organization for the Miami Urbanized Area 

(described in Part II of this document) was designated by the Governor and 
' 

created and established by the Interlocal Agreement between the Dade County 

Gdvernment and the Florida Department of Transportation in a fashion ideally 

suited to take advantage of the broad powers of the metropolitan government 

described earlier. Further, each member of the Dade County Board of County 

Commissioners has been designated by the Governor to serve on the Governing 

Board of the MPO, a Governing Board which consists of the Mayor and eight 

5 



Commissioners as voting members and two key Florida Department of Trans

portation officials as non-voting members. It takes into account that 

the Dade County Planning Department prepares comprehensive plans for the 

development of the County; that the Metropolitan Transit Agency is the 

local publicly-owned transit system owned and operated by the County; 

and that the Planning Department is the designated A-95 review agency for 

Metropolitan Miami (Dade County). 

Finally, the South Florida Regional Planning Council (SFRPC), which 

is the designated A-95 review agency for Dade, Broward and Monroe Counties, 

has three Dade County Commissioners sitting as members of its governing 

board. 
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PART II 

DESCRIPTION METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION 

A. Legal Basis 

The Metropolitan Planning Organization for the Miami Urban Area was 

created and established effective March 23, 1977 under the authority of 

Section 163.01, Chapter 163 Florida Statutes which provides that governmental 

agencies may enter into Interlocal Agreements permitting the joint exercise 

of such powers or authority which the agencies share in common or which each 

might exercise separately. 

~, 

The Board of County Commissioners of Dade County, Florida and the 

Florida Department of Transportation through the instrumentality of an 

Interlocal Agreement, conferred upon the MPO the power, authority and 

responsibility necessary for it to organize and structure itself in a manner 

suitable for conducting a continuing, cooperative and comprehensive trans-

portation planning and programming process in cooperation with the State. 

It was the intent of the Agreement that the MPO be an effective instrument 

for the development of plans and programs which would be thereafter imple-

mented. As a measure of assurance toward that end, the Governor of Florida 

designated the members of the Dade County Board of County Commissioners as 

the voting members of the Governing Board of the MPO. Effectively, the 

Board of County Commissioners is the MPO. The Agreement vests the MPO with 

the power to: 

• Enter into contracts or agreements, other than Interlocal Agreements, 

with local and/or State agencies to utilize the staff resources of 

those agencies. 

• Administer its affairs and business. 
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Enter int:o agreements other than Interlocal Agreements, with the 

Department, operators of public mass transportation services, and the 

areawide and regional A-95 agencies. 

• Enter into contracts for professional services. 

• Acquire, own, operate, maintain, sell or lease any real or personal 

property, subject to written approval of the parties to this agreement. 

• Promulgate rules to effectuate its powers, responsibilities, and obliga

tions provided said rules do not supersede or conflict with applicable 

local and State laws, rules and regulations. 

• Accept funds, grants, assistance gifts, or bequeaths from local, State 

and Federal sources. 

The Agreement further specifies that the MPO would be headed by a 

Governing Board designated by the Governor and that to effectuate the powers, 

duties and functions specified in the Agreement the MPO would provide for an 

appropriate organization to administer its affairs and business including a 

Secretariat, a Public Involvement structure and a structure to evaluate the 

technical adequacy of the work product as well as to advise the Governing 

Board in the decision-making process. 

B. Management Services Contract 

To carry out its functions and duties, the MPO has entered into a 

Management Services Agreement with the Board of County Commissioners which 

provides, among other things, that: 

• The County shall furnish the MPO with the professional, technical, 

administrative and clerical services, the supplies, the equipment, 

the office and other space, and such other incidental items as may 
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be ri>q<ll!tire.ct a"!l-9 ~.<;~_sst;ir:Y fl? Flnage the business and affairs of the 

MPO aii•t to, c;,;i;J;ry oI1 .• Gb;e tran~portation planning and programming process 

J>peciji,ed by the· JJrll!in. '))·apsportation Planning Agreement between the . ' - ~ -~>· , -·' :., 

M!'-0 1'iii;td the Fl,o:i;ida Dep!'.n11)ent of Transportation (FDOT) dated March 23, 

1977. 

• T{)e Cqunt;y .M>!nager .o~,D'!'<l'i',;901.\nty shall be responsible to the MPO for 

t)le cqt)dllct of. tile ,t;.ra):!l'H"?f!:ation planning process as well as the 

appointment, assignment, direction and control of all personnel neces-

· .. ,. c;;ary .t;p.eriiJ<>i;., flWr deYe1-.Pl?llll',nt of an appropriate organizational structure 
·' ;,_ . .-l,.,, . 

and t):l11,.4eYl\:),~P~\jt pf
1 
P.fl'c".~ur".s to monitor and coordinate the planning 

,,-. prq~~s'".:-.• i_L·._.-1,,,._ 

• , . Ti!,e :C!p1¥1,t;.y :)'11'ln_ager, ,s~.all,.~nually have prepared a detailed listing of 

all tasks necessary and incident to carrying out the planning process, 

F·, ;., .... );he ~n-;,ho"t:f".•.re,'l\\ired to, c:,arry out such tasks, and the required skills 

or qualificat~pns p~ ~he pet:sonnel assigned to MPO duties. When perform-
- ,. ' . J: 

· ;4lg, su,ch 4uq.e,., pe,t:!H?n,n.l',l shall be under the direction of the person in 

ch.arse o.f, a,ad, 1/ear.itllJ, th.e responsibility for, producing the required 

work product_ •. ,. . .r: . , . 

• The head of each County department or agency participating in the trans-

portation planning process shall be deemed a technical advisor in the 

· fiel<l. of hi<;l .cOI11petency an.d shall be expected to provide the MPO with 
... ' • - - - ' " ..... ' ' ' ,- _- ! • ' ' ' 

• ,e>q>e11t .advke qi; .,perform s.uch duties incident hereto as the County 
• - , •' , , , •' . 'v' ' : : • -- j • - . ! • ' ' 

. )>lan!'ger shal}, <1-ss~~P· , 

• 'l')le Co.unty AJ;to:i;-ney shall be the legal advisor to the MPO and shall 
· - ·.- I l' · l•; •. _,. i _ 

repreJ>~I1t t9-,e.,MP9 it1 ,alt, le.ga.l matters, provided that, with the concur-
- ' - '· ' '. ·:·:.;·.. :._. 

. rence of tl;le County Attorney, the MPO may employ special council for 
. . - . , , . ' ' ,., 'Ir<~\:--·: . -· 

specific nee.<ls. 
-, :::i 
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• A Secretariat, to be designated by the County Manager and serving at 

his pleasure, shall report to the Governing Board of the MPO. 

• The County Manager shall have prepared an annual budget on an October 1 

to September 30 fiscal year basis. The budget shall identify funding 

source~ participating agencies and the level of participation by the 

various agencies. 

• The Records and accounts of the MPO shall be administered by the County 

in accordance with accounts and accounting procedures which shall be 

developed by the County for the MPO. 

• Contracts and bids for the purchase of materials and services shall be 

in accordance with County procedures for the same purposes. 

• Purchasing of materials, supplies, equipment and services shall be 

through the Purchasing Agent of Dade County in accordance with County 

procedures and practices. 

• Expenditures of money shall only be made in accordance with procedures 

which shall be developed by the County for the MPO. 

• All monies received by the MPO shall be deposited with the County in 

a trust account and applied only in accordance with the provisions of 

the procedures established by the Rules of the MPO. 

C. Organizational Structure 

The organizational structure of the MPO is designed and established to 

administer, correlate, coordinate and monitor a·cooperative venture of parti

cipating agencies normally performing interdependent functions incident to 

the development of integrated transportation plans and programs. The work 

of the organization is administered and carried on through nine functional 

structures or off ices having the following composition, duties and responsi

bilities (See figures 1 through 5, pages 18 through 22): 
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The Governing Board - The Governing Board is composed of eleven members 

designated by the Governor of Florida, nine of whom are voting members and 

two members non-voting. The nine (9) voting members are, (ex-officio), the 

eight elected Commissioners of the Board of County Commissioners, Dade County, 

Florida and the Mayor of Dade County. The two (2) non-voting members are the 

Assistant Director, Division of Transportation Planning, Florida Department of 

Transportation and the District IV Engineer, Florida Department of Trans

portation. The non-voting members are accorded the same rights and privileges 

as other members except that they do not have the right to present resolutions 

or motions or to vote upon same. 

The Chairman of the Governing Board is ex-officio the Mayor of Dade 

County. A vice chairman must be selected by the Governing Board as a whole 

and serves at its pleasure. 

The Governing Board is vested with the exclusive responsibility for 

exercising the powers conferred upon the MPO including the final decision on 

all policy matters; adoption or endorsement of transportation plans and prog

rams; adoption of budgets; approval of agreements or contracts of any nature; 

adoption of rules; establishing or changing the internal operating structure. 

The Dade County Manager - The County Manager of Dade County by virtue of the 

Management Services Agreement between the MPO and the Dade County Board of 

County Commissioners is responsible for the conduct of the transportation. 

planning process including the appointments, assignments, direction and 

control of all personnel necessary thereto. It is the further responsibility 

of the County Manager to: develop and recommend to the Governing Board the 

appropriate organizational structure to carry out the responsibilities set 

forth in the Agreement between the MPO and the Board of County Commissioners; 
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to develop and recommend procedures by which the planning process may be 

monitored and coordinated. The County Manager is the principal advisor to 

the Governing Board in all matters under its jurisdiction. 

The Legal Counsel - The County Attorney of Dade County, pursuant to the 

Management Services Contract between the MPO and the Dade County Board of 

County Commissioners is the legal counsel to the MPO and represents the MPO 

in all legal matters. It is the further duty of the Legal Counsel to attend 

all meetings of the MPO and to approve the form and legal sufficiency of all 

contracts or agreements entered into by the MPO. 

The Secretariat - The Secretariat, pursuant to the Management Services Contract 

between the MPO and the Dade County Board of County Commissioners, is designated 

by, and serves at the pleasure of, the County Manager but reports to the Govern

ing Board of the MPO. It is the duty and responsibility of the Secretariat to 

coordinate the activities of the component structures and substructure compris

ing the MPO; prepare the meeting agendas for the Governing Board and the 

Transportation Planning Council (TPC); prepare resolutions, agreements and 

other such documents; schedule meetings and give notice of same; record and 

keep minutes; prepare an annual report; prepare such interim reports as may 

be required; develop operating procedures for conduct of the Secretariat 

function; direct implementation of policies established by the Governing 

Board, and perform such other duties as may from time to time be assigned 

by the GoverniII&_]loard. 

The Transportation Planning Council - The Transportation Planning Council 

is appointed by the County Manager pursuant to the Management Services 

Agreement between the County and the MPO. It is composed of voting members 

and non-voting members. The membership is selected from among the department 

heads of County departments participating in the transportation planning 

12 



process, senior technical staff of the Florida Department of Transportation, 

technical staff of concerned Federal agencies who are non-voting members 

and the Secretariat, who is a non-voting member. 

The Transportation Planning Council (TPC) is a mission-oriented 

structure designed to oversee the collection, evaluation, assemblage, 

development and utilization of transportation, socio-economic, demographic 

and environmental data to develop and maintain a transportation system 

consistent with an adopted Comprehensive Development Master Plan (CDMP) 

and to conform with the Federal guidelines for conducting a continuing, 

cooperative transportation planning process. The TPC is the production arm 

of the MPO. It is responsible for the technical adequacy of the transpor

tation planning and progrannning process performance through the supervision 

of the four major technical subdivisions in Jlll'O ~tructure. These technical 

subdivisions are, the Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP) divisiua, a 

Transportation Improvement Prognam (TIP) division, a Long Range division, 

a Transportation Systems Management (TSM) division and a Special Projects 

division, each headed by a division chief appointed by the County Manager. 

Each division is charged with the responsibility for producing its pertinent 

work product. 

Control and coordination of these functions is the responsibility of 

the Transportation Planning Council. By virtue of the interdependency of 

the divisions, an important function of the Transportation Planning Council 

is to assure there is timely production of data by any one division which 

must be used sequentially by another. The completed work product of 

each division is reviewed by the Transportation Planning Council and 

thereafter either returned for revision or reconnnended to the MPO Governing 

Board for its approval. 
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It is the further function of the Transportation Planning Council 

to provide the Governing Board recommendations and counsel with respect to 

alternative transportation policies and strategies consistent with the 

goals and objectives of the Comprehensive Development Master Plan. 

The Transportation Planning Council develops and formally adopts 

procedures to carry out its responsibilities and duties including: review 

and approval of proposals for planning projects to be included in the 

Unified Planning Work Program; review and approval of transportation projects 

proposed for inclusion in the Transportation Improvement Program; review and 

approval of the proposed Transportation Plan consisting of the Long Range 

element and the Transportation Systems Management element and any proposed 

changes to the adopted plan. 

The Chairperson and members of the Transportation Planning Council are 

appointed by the County Manager. 

The Secretariat, subject to consultation with the Transportation 

Planning Council Chairperson, prepares the Transportation Planning Council 

agenda, gives notice of its meetings, keeps minutes and records of its 

proceedings, prepares resolutions and reports and sees that the policies 

and directives of the Council are carried out. 

Public Involvement Policy Committee - The Public Involvement Policy Committee 

is responsible for providing a forum for citizens to evaluate the products 

and recommendations flowing from the technical subdivision of the planning 

and programming process. It is the function of the Public Involvement Policy 

Committee to ensure that a broadly based cross-section of citizens is en

couraged to participate in the decision-making process so as to create 

community understanding and support for transportation policies and strategies. 
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It is the responsibility of this Committee to provide a mechanism for 

timely and organized citizen input to the transportation planning and 

decision-making process in order that transportation facilities and service 

are not only technically sound and feasible but that they are responsive 

to the community's established and/or perceived needs and goals. The public 

involvement process has been organized so that it will relate to each indi

vidual division of the Transportation Planning Council through established 

Ad Hoc Committess. It is intended that there will be a formal interaction 

of input and feedback between the citizenry, the elected public officials, 

and the professional/technical staffs before major policies are adopted or 

decisions made. The broad base of citizens will be drawn from two groups: 

the general public and civic organizations, so as to provide the public 

with the opportunity to become involved in the transportation planning 

process either by geographic area or through some special interest. The 

process is open to all persons and groups wishing to participate. 

Responsibility for the control and coordination of the citizens 

groups rests with the Public Involvement Policy Committee. The Committee 

will formulate its own rules of conduct and procedure, subject to approval 

by the MPO Governing Board, including procedures to coordinate the public 

involvement effort; to form or dissolve special purpose committees; to 

provide for exchange of information; procedures for the conduct of its 

meetings; and provide a method to settle differences and disputes, should 

they arise. It is its further responsibility to ensure that no citizen 

is arbitrarily denied the right to participate in the public involvement 

process. 

The Chairperson and members of the Public Involvement Policy Committee 

are appointed by the Governing Board upon recommendation of the County Manager. 
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The duties of the Council include: review and screening of the work 

product and the decisions of the citizens groups before transmitting such 

input to the Transportation Planning Council for reaction, response or 

inclusion, as the case may be; providing direction and guidance to the 

public involvement staff with respect to carrying out the policies and 

strategies of the Metropolitan Planning Organization; monitoring the 

public involvement process and making recommendations for improving its 

effectiveness or overcoming perceived deficiencies; establishing and main

taining reporting procedures and developing and preparing an annual report 

of activities. 

Intergovernmental Policy Committee - The Miami Urban Area, in addition to 

the Metropolitan Government (County), has twenty-seven independent munici

palities, an areawide elected School Board, plus a large number of special 

purpose appointed boards and agencies that are either autonomous or nearly 

so. The transportation planning and programming process has a direct or 

indirect impact upon the interests and activities of many. In the case 

of a municipality, its elected officials believe that it is incumbent upon 

them to represent what is perceived to be the interests of their jurisdiction 

directly, irrespective of the fact that the Board of County Commissioners is 

an elected central government representing the same constituency. In order 

to provide a forum for these interests to evaluate the products and recom

mendations flowing from the planning process, an Intergovernmental Policy 

Committee has been established to satisfy the interests of Municipalities, 

the School Board and Public Boards. The Intergovernmental Policy Committee 

is to provide elected officials and appointed officials with a forum where 

each may provide timely and organized input to the transportation planning 

process through established Ad Hoc Subcommittees. 

16 



The Chairperson and membership are appointed by the Governing Board 

upon recommendation of the County Manager. The Committee will formulate 

its own rules of conduct and procedure subject to approval by the MPO 

Governing Board. 

Ad Hoc Committee - To further ensure a broad spectrum of input from the 

public at large and to expand the advisory base of the MPO, the Public 

Involvement Policy Committee and the Intergovernmental Policy Committee 

will each appoint members to serve on Ad Hoc Sub-Committees formed to 

address particular phases of the Transportation Planning Process. For 

example, an Ad Hoc Committee known as the Interdisciplinary Team (IDT) pro

vides input to the Long Range Element Plan Development through its evaluation 

of alternative proposals for the 2000 Update Interim Reports. This Ad Hoc 

Committee will also provide its input with respect to the priorities estab

lished in the Comprehensive Development Master Plan and the Prospectus as 

it relates to the 2000 Update Interim Reports. Another Ad Hoc Committee 

known as the TSME Select Committee will be providing input into the develop

ment of the Transportation Systems Management Element of the Transportation 

Plan. And, the Ad Hoc Committee known as the TIP Select Committee will 

provide input concerned with priorities and alternatives investment strategies 

in the Transportation Improvement Program. 

The Chairperson of the Public Involvement Policy Committee and the 

Chairperson of the Intergovernmental Policy Committee shall each appoint 

a Liaison Committee to interact with the Transportation Planning Committee 

appointed by the County Manager. 
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Participating Agencies - The staff resources of the MPO are those of its 

participating agencies, The professional, technical, administrative, and 

clerical staff carrying out MPO functions are shared personnel assigned 

from the participating agencies to perform specific MPO duties as the 

need and occasion arises. The MPO is not, nor is it intended to be, 

another layer of government or bureaucracy, It is intended to be, and it 

is, a cooperative effort of existing agencies operating within a defined 

and formalized structure organized along the functional lines dictated by 

its mission and purpose. 

Annually, the County Manager orders prepared a detailed listing of 

all of the personnel needed to carry out the tasks and assignments incident 

to development and monitoring of the planning and programming process. The 

listing specifies the number of anticipated man-hours, the necessary quali-

fications of the personnel and names the participating agency which will 

supply the personnel. It is further specified that personnel will, when 

on MPO assignment, perform such assignment under the direction of the 

person charged with supervising the performance of the task. 

The agencies providing staff resources for the MPO are: 

1. Office of the County Manager, Dade County 
2. Office of Transportation Administration, Dade County 
3. Dade County Planning Department 
4. Dade County Public Works Department 
5. Dade County Department of Traffic and Transportation 
6. Dade County Seaport Department 
7. Dade County Aviation Department 
8. Dade County Environmental Resources Management Department 
9. Dade County Metropolitan Transit Agency 

10. Florida Department of Transportation 
11. South Florida Regional Planning Council 

The MPO draws upon the Dade County Data Processing Division and the 

Tallahassee off ice of the Florida Department of Transportation for computer 
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services. Additionally, the South Florida Regional Planning Council and 

the Broward County Planning Council provide liaison where required. 

D. Functional Responsibilities of Participating Agencies 

Each participating agency has been assigned a level of responsibility 

commensurate with its normal involvement in the development and operation 

of urban transportation facilities. The County's Aviation Department and 

Seaport Department, for example, not only have a relationship to the main 

effort but are included so as to maintain the integrity of the total trans

portation system concept. The County's Environmental Resources Management 

Department is included for two purposes: 1) so that the environmental 

impact of motor vehicle emissions may be kept under continuing surveillance 

and 2) so that if levels become too high, corrective measures can be studied 

for inclusion in the short and long range transportation plans. The South 

Florida Regional Planning Council is included in order that it may provide 

guidance and technical input during the formative development of the UPWP 

to the end that the program will be consistent with regional goals and 

policies. Each participating agency receives staff assignments to the four 

planning divisions; thereby each major area of interest is represented. 

Additionally, this approach ensures the highest level of expertise and 

competency for development of the assigned task. 

are (See figure 6, page 34): 

The offices and agencies 

County Manager - The County Manager bears the ultimate responsibility 

for the effectiveness of the planning process and for the timely production 

of its products and is ultimately responsible for the efficient management 

of the administrative affairs of the organization. The County Manager 

directly participates in the transportation planning and programming process 

by performing the following functions and duties: 
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• Principal advisor to Governing Board 

• Overall direction and control of planning process 

• Overall direction and control of administrative affairs 

Legal Counsel - The County Attorney of Dade County is the legal 

counsel to the MPO. It is the duty of the Legal Counsel to attend all 

meetings of the MPO Governing Board and to perform the following functions 

and duties: 

• Principal legal advisor to Governing Board 

• Reviews and approves all legal documents, contracts and 

other instruments for form and legal sufficiency 

• Represents and defends MPO in all legal actions 

Office of Transportation Administration - It is the responsibility of 

this agency to assume the principal responsibility and leadership for the 

preparation and monitoring of the annual UPwP, TIP, and the TSME of the 

TP. Additionall~ this agency assigns professional, technical, or other 

personnel to perform the tasks, functions or duties shown: 

• Operation of the Secretariat 

• Preparation of MPO annual budget 

• Management of MPO accounts and records 

-9 Preparation and processing of grant applications 

• Identify TSME improvements 

• Develop traffic assignments 

• Develops transportation network and data file (with State) 

• Develops plan for elderly and handicapped 

• Develops plans for para-transit 

• Preparation of quarterly and annual reports 

• Staff support for Public Involvement structure 
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• Staff support for Intergovernmental structure 

• Transportation Plan Development 

• Transit Ridership and Surveillance 

• Administration of FHWA 112 Funds 

• Development TIP priority factors 

• Provide liaison between MPO/UMTA 

• Short range transit improvement 

• Seaport access plans 

• Airport access plans 

• Seaport Inter-Modal interface with highway/transit plans 

• Airport Inter-Modal interface with highway/transit plans 

• Air quality/noise impact of highway/transit plans 

The Dade County Transportation Coordinator directs this agency and serves 

as a voting member of the Transportation Planning Council. 

Dade County Planning Department - The Planning Department shall 

function in its role as the official areawide comprehensive planning agency 

for the Miami metropolitan area in performing MPO related technical planning 

activities. It is the responsibility of the Planning Department to ensure 

the Transportation Plan's consistency and coordination with other functional 

plan elements of the County's Comprehensive Development Master Plan. In 

addition, it is the responsibility of the Planning Department to monitor 

on an annual basis, changes in transportation and development indicators 

in conjunction with the annual reappraisal of the Transportation Plan. The 

Planning Department has the principal responsibility and leadership role in 

the preparation and updating of the Transportation Plan (Long Range Element), 

It is the further responsibility of the Planning Department to establish 
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data on the transportation (socio-economic and land-use) variables based 

on the County's Comprehensive Development Master Plan. The Planning 

Department is also the Off ice of Management and Budget (OMB) designated 

areawide A-95 Clearinghouse for the Mia111i metropolitan area. Additionally, 

the agency assigns professional, technical or other personnel to perform 

the tasks, functions or duties shown: 

• Reviews TP for consistency with other elements of the 

Comprehensive Development Master Plan 

• Collects, develops, and evaluates land use and socio-

economic data for input into travel demand forecasts 

• Land use and socio-econol1lic forecasting 

• Deterl1lines environmental impacts 

• Transportation Plan Development 

• Develops transportation network and data file 

The Director of this agency serves as a voting member of the Trans

portation Planning Council. 

Dade County Public Works Department - It is the responsibility of 

this agency to carry on the highway surveillance activity and to ensure 

that plans, programs, and priorities developed for street and highway 

improvements are evaluated in terms of their Transportation Systems 

Management Element impacts. Staff from this agency are assigned to each 

of the Planning Divisions to ensure that highway impacts are appropriately 

considered and evaluated. Additionally, this agency assigns professional, 

technical or other personnel to perform the tasks, functions or duties 

shown: 

• Develops plans and priorities for arterial street 

improvements consistent with TSME objectives 
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• Determines roadway physical condition factors to be 

considered when establishing the order of 

priorities for arterial improvements 

• Ensures coordination between local and State highway plans 

as they relate to the TIP 

• Evaluates air quality/noise impact of highway/transit plans 

• Evaluates impact of highway/transit plans on Airport/Seaport 

• Furnishes design traffic data 

• Transportation Plan Development 

The Director of the agency serves as a voting member of the Trans

portation Planning Council. 

Dade County Department of Traffic and Transportation - It is the 

responsibility of this agency to ensure that planned transportation faci

lities and land use changes are consistent with established criteria for 

traffic capacity constraints. The agency develops measures for improving 

the efficiency of the existing highway network and in cooperation with the 

FDOT and the Dade County OTA, develops traffic assignments for proposed 

facilities, Staff from this agency are assigned to each of the Planning 

Divisions to ensure that traffic flow, traffic safety, signalization and 

other traffic control measures input are appropriately addressed and 

evaluated. Additionally, this agency assigns professional, technical 

and other personnel to perform the tasks, functions or duties shown: 

• Conducts surveillance activities relating to: 

Traffic volumes 

Highway accidents 

Vehicular and pedestrian traffic 
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• Develops traffic assignments for proposed facilities 

• Identifies traffic engineering and street operations 

improvements for TSME 

I Develops support data for establishment of TIP priorities 

• Develops transportation network of data file (with State) 

• Transportation Plan Development 

• Evaluates impact of highway/transit/plans on Airport/Seaport 

The Director of the agency serves as a voting member of the Trans

portation Planning Council. 

Dade County Metropolitan Transit Agency - It is the responsibility of 

this agency to ensure that transit needs and modal balance are appropriately 

addressed and evaluated in the development of all transportation plans and 

programs. Staff from this agency are assigned to work with each Division 

to assure that result. Additionally, this agency assigns professional, 

technical and other personnel to perform the tasks, functions, or duties 

shown: 

• Conducts surveillance activities relating to 

transit ridership and costs 

• Identifies measures to increase transit ridership 

• Develops plans for elderly and handicapped 

• Develops plans for para-transit 

• Develops plans for short range transit improvements 

•Develops plans for Sections 3and 5 projects for inclusion in TIP 

• Transportation Plan Development 

• Develops TIP priority factors 

The Director of this agency is a voting member of the Transportation 

Planning Council. 
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Dade County Seaport Department - It is the responsibility of this 

agency to ensure that appropriate consideration is given to its access 

requirements and to evaluate planned transportation facilities or policies 

for their impact upon operation of the seaport facilities under its juris

diction. Staff assignments to the various Planning Division activities 

may be requested as the need arises. The agency has the responsibility 

for performing the following tasks: 

o Evaluates highway and transit plans with respect 

to impact upon seaport 

o Develops seaport plans for inclusion in TIP 

o Evaluates highway/transportation plans for intermodal 

interface 

o Develops TIP priority factors 

o Transportation Plan Development 

The Director of this agency serves as a voting member of the Trans

portation Planning Council. 

Dade County Aviation Department - It is the responsibility of this 

agency to ensure that appropriate consideration is given to its access 

requirements and to evaluate planned transportation facilities or policies 

for their impacts upon operation of the airport facilities under its juris

diction. Staff assignments to the various Planning Division activities 

may be requested as the need arises. The agency is responsible for 

performing the following tasks: 

o Evaluate highway and transit plans with respect to impact 

upon airport 

o Develops airport plans for inclusion in TIP 

o Evaluates highway/transportation plan for intermodal interface 
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o Develops TIP priority factors 

o Transportation Plan Development 

The Director of this agency serves as a voting member of the Trans

portation Planning Council. 

Dade County Environmental Resources Management Department - It is the 

responsibility of this agency to monitor the motor vehicle emissions and to 

determine the impact of various levels of emission upon air quailty standards. 

The agency also makes determinations as to the environmental consequences of 

new facilities with respect to air pollution and noise. Staff assignments 

to the various Planning Division activities other than the surveillance 

activity are requested as needed, The agency is responsible for performing 

the following tasks: 

o Evaluates highway and transit plans with respect to 

air quailty and noise impact 

o Conducts surveillance activity relating to air quality and noise 

o Transportation Plan Development 

The Director of this agency serves as a voting member of the Trans

portation Planning Council. 

Florida Department of Transportation - It is the responsibility of 

this agency to provide for staff participation in all planning activities 

to the extent feasible, and to ensure that there is coordination between 

the State and County programs. This agency also provides the liaison 

between the MPO and the FHWA and administers the State share of FHWA 112 

funds, 
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The District Engineer, District IV, serves as a non-voting member 

of the MPO Governing Board and reconnnends to the County Manager the person 

to represent the agency on the Transportation Planning Council. 

The Deputy Director, Division of Transportation Planning, also 

serves as a non-voting member of the MPO Governing Board and provides 

liaison between the MPO and the central headquarters of the Department 

of Transportation as well as other state agencies. 

Additionally, the agency assigns professional, technical and other 

personnel to perform the tasks, functions or duties shown: 

• Develops plans and priorities for primary roads 

construction and improvements for inclusion in TIP 

• Provides design traffic data for projects in MPO jurisdiction 

• Develops transportation network and data file in cooperation 

with County 

• Ensures coordination between local and State highway plans 

as they relate to TIP 

• Provides liaison between MPO and FHWA 

• Distributes State FHWA 112 funds 

• Transportation Plan Development 

• Traffic volume surveillance 

• Vehicular and pedestrian traffic surveillance 

• Development TIP priority factors 

• Identifies TSME improvements 

• Ensures coordination between local and State transit improvement 

plans 

• Evaluates impact of highway/transit plans on Airport/Seaport 
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South Florida Regional Planning Council - It is the primary responsi

bility of the South Florida Regional Planning Council to conduct the area

wide (other) A-95 review to ensure that plans and programs developed by 

the MPO will be consistent with the plans of the other counties in its 

multi-county jurisdiction, Additionally, the agency may assign professional 

or technical personnel to assist or act as liaison in the performance of 

the following: 

• Reviews UPWP and TIP for consistency with regional 

goals and policies 

• Transportation Plan Development 
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PART III 

METROPOLITAN DEVELOPMENT POLICIES 

A. Comprehensive Development Master Plan 

The successful development of a community as a desirable place to 

live, work and play is to a large extent dependent upon how effectively 

and efficiently its transportation system provides for the movement of 

people and goods. Ideally, the planning for an effective and efficient 

transportation system should only take place within the context of a well-

defined general development plan. Additionally, such a plan should express 

that community's sense of priorities as well as its immediate and long range 

goals and objectives. Essentially, the transportation plan becomes an 

important element of the general development plan. It has been so consid-

ered in Dade County's planning efforts and is reflected by the extensive 

work which went into the Miami Urban Area Transportation Study completed in 

1968. The 1968 plan was developed to support the original 1985 General Land 

Use Master Plan. Since then, the County has adopted a new master plan 

titled "Comprehensive Development Master Plan" with a year 2000 extra-

polation. This part of the Prospectus describes that plan and its relation-

ship to the transportation plan update now underway. 

The Comprehensive Development Master Plan for Metropolitan Dade County 

was adopted and accepted by the Board of County Commissioners in two separate 

actions. On December 4, 1974, it adopted and accepted by Ordinance Number 

74-100 the Metropolitan Development Policies (Part 1 of the Plan); and on 

March 31, 1975, similar action was taken by Ordinance 75-22 on the Environ-

mental Protection Guide and Metropolitan Development Guide (Parts 2 and 3, 

respectively). Thus, after over three years of intensive fact finding, 

analysis, and citizen involvement, Dade County had completed an official 
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guide for its growth and development, and a comprehensive statement of its 

goals and aspirations. 

The Comprehensive Development Master Plan supersedes the General Land 

Use Master Plan adopted by the Commission in 1965. Both Plans were formulated 

under the mandate contained in the Metropolitan Home Rule Charter which gives 

the Commission the power to "prepare and enforce comprehensive plans for the 

development of the County". 

The Comprehensive Development Master Plan is the official guide for 

managing growth and development of the Metropolitan Dade County area. Its 

principal purpose is to direct and accomplish coordinated and harmonious 

development, in a manner which will permit the provision of adequate commu

nity services and protect the ecological balance of the environment, in order 

to promote the public health, safety, convenience, prosperity and general 

welfare of Dade County's citizens and visitors. 

The Plan represents over three years of intensive work by the Metropolitan 

Dade County government. It is primarily the product of the Dade County Plan

ning Department; however, very close cooperation with other County depart-

ments and agencies was maintained throughout the long formulation period. 

Essential assistance was also provided by Dade County's municipalities. The 

Planning Advisory Board and the Citizens Task Force appointed by the Board 

produced the basis for the Metropolitan Development Policies, and, thereby 

provided citizen direction from the very early stages of plan formulation. 

A Technical Coordinating Committee, representing federal, state and local 

agencies and organizations, provided expert direction in the establishlllent 

of the Environmental Protection Guide. The proposals of the Metropolitan 

Development Guide (and the other two parts of the Plan upon which it is based), 

therfore reflect the best thinking available from many key sources in the 

County, 
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A wide variety of completed municipal and neighborhood development 

plans, community plans for transportation and other facilities, and tech

nical studies and special reports provided a considerable resource of 

basic information utilized in the preparation of the Metropolitan Devel

opment Guide. 

The first of the three part Comprehensive Development Master Plan, 

the Metropolitan Development Policies, consists of goals and objectives 

for managing development in Dade County. These statements provided a 

foundation for the preparation of the other neighborhood plans and other 

planning activities that are beyond the scope of this particular Plan. The 

ordinance adopting and accepting Part 1 is found in Appendix A. 

The Environmental Protection Guide (Part 2) provides detailed guide

lines to be used in determining how different types of land should be 

developed without seriously damaging the ecology of the County. It delin

eates geographic areas that are generally suitable for urban development, 

areas that should be conserved and protected to the maximum degree possible. 

Part 3, the Metropolitan Development Guide, includes a graphically

illustrated 1985 Development Pattern and a year 2000 Conceptual Develop

ment Pattern, which show densities, the extent of urbanization, activity 

centers, open spaces and transportation facilities. Also included are 

written guidelines for new communities, activity centers, urban design and 

aesthetics, community services, residential development, commercial and 

business development, industrial development and transportation. Esti

mations of population by subarea round out the important features of this 

part of the Plan. 

The transportation goals which were adopted are well defined and 

explicit. They serve to give clear direction for the development of a 
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transportation plan which both supports and leads urban development in a 

manner consonant with the CDMP. The goals are: 

V. TRANSPORTATION 

PROVIDE ACCESS TO EMPLOYMENT AND THE FACILITIES AND 
SERVICES OF THE ENTIRE METROPOLITAN AREA; PLAN FOR 
MOBILITY, OPPORTUNITY, VARIETY, ENERGY CONSERVATION 
AND MINIMUM TRAVEL TIMES AND COSTS, SAFETY COMFORT AND 
CONVENIENCE WHILE TRAVELING; AND PROVIDE FOR EFFICIENCY, 
ECONOMY AND A WELL-BALANCED, INTEGRATED TRANSPORTATION 
SYSTEM WITHIN DADE COUNTY WITHOUT DETRACTING FROM THE 
QUALITY OF LIFE OF THE COMMUNITY. 

Public or mass transportation should be given 
top priority as a positive tool to support 
and improve the viability of the County and 
the region. 

Provide a system of transportation facilities 
which will anticipate the need for the move
ment of people and storage of goods and 
vehicles. 

Coordinate and integrate the County transporta
tion facilities with surrounding activities so 
that these facilities contribute to the enrich
ment of the physical environment of Dade County. 

Transportation facilities should be planned 
and designed to conserve energy and other 
natural resources and existing man-made 
facilities and to reduce the total need for 
new public investment. 

Development within a reasonable radius of 
Rapid Transit Terminals should be considered 
as having county-wide impact and managed as 
consistent with overall county-wide goals. 

In addition to the above goals, the Board of County Commissioners 
accepted twenty-two (22) objectives and policies as guidelines. They 
are included in the appendices to the Prospectus. 
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B. Priorities 

The citizens of Dade County have made several critical decisions 

during recent years which, to a significant degree, will control the 

direction and priorities of the transportation system. The first decision 

was to reject six additional expressways which were included in the proposed 

transportation plan element of the original 1985 General Land Use Master 

Plan. The second decision was the approval of a bond issue which contained 

$132,500,000 to assist in construction of a modern rapid transit system plus 

expansion of the bus system and $113,500,000 for extensive improvements to 

the existing arterial street system. These events occurred prior to the 

1973 fuel crisis which had operated to focus public attention on the poten

tial disruption of its auto-dominated transportation system. It is there

fore reasonable to assume that the citizens of Dade County were already 

aware of and prepared to adopt measures to change the highway/transit 

imbalance by reason of their own value perceptions rather than for reasons 

imposed by necessity. These actions therefore mandate that the order of 

priorities will be based upon a clear recognition that the multi-modal 

system must have better balance and that existing facilities must be improved 

and better managed. 

The difficulty in carrying out the mandate for a balanced transportaion 

system is considerable. Priority choices are constrained and limited by 

Federal and State funding sources and formulae as well as by the inflexible 

institutional policies and regulations which regulate the administration of 

such funds. As a result of this circumstance, priorities can only be 

addressed within the context of given categories; for example, interstate 

highways, primary roads, secondary roads, urban system roads, mass transit 

capital improvements, mass transit operations and so forth. 
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New public perceptions and assessments of the cost and effects of 

maintaining the prevailing automobile-dominated transportation system are 

operating to raise questions concerning traditional transportation funding 

concepts and the philosophies of the institutions which have historically 

administered these funds. There appears to be a growing effort to provide 

increased funding for transit, or to permit greater flexibility in the use 

of transportation funds for that purpose. 

Until these changes occur, priority decisions will be, to a great 

extent, dictated by the availability and sources of funds. In brief, the 

assignment of priorities at the local level is conditioned upon Federal/State 

funding sources, formulae, and institutional rules and guidelines. 

To the extent permitted by the above described constraints, the follow-

ing priorities will be assigned in the rank order shown: 

By Category: 

1. Transportation System Management Projects 

2. Transit Improvement Projects 

3. Highway Improvement Projects 

Within Categories: 

A. Transportation System Management Projects 

1. Traffic Operations Improvements 
2. Measures to encourage transit use 
3. Preferential treatment for high occupancy vehicles 

V'4. Parking control, management and pricing 
5. Reduction in the need to travel 
6. Flexible work hours 

B. Transit Improvement Projects 

1. Construction of Rapid Transit System 
2. Raise service levels of surface_ system to adopted 

service standards 
3. Maintenance and service reliability improvements 
4. Marketing Improvements 
5. Modernize management system and technique 

40 



C. Highway Improvement Projects 

1. Maintenance of existing network 
2. Increase capacity of existing primary and 

arterial network consonant with 2000 Plan 
3. New facilities for system continuity 

C. Policy and Plan Interrelationships 

The Transportation Plan for Dade County is based upon the Comprehensive 

Development Master Plan assumption and requirements extrapolated to the year 

2000. All alternatives to be considered viable must be compatible with 

the CDMP adopted policies. The Transportation Plan will integrate the 

highway network and mass transit facilities to provide support for the 

planned urban development of the area including airports, seaport and 

railway terminals. Additionally, the Transportation Plan, insofar as is 

possible, minimizes the adverse effects of the transportation system upon 

the natural environment. 

In essence, the CDMP prescribes the policies for the development of 

the transportation system which in turn both supports and guides the urban 

development contemplated by the CDMP. Policy and Planning thereby are 

integrated in concept and implementation. 
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PART IV 

TRANSPORTATION PLANNING PROGRAM 

A. The Transportation Plan 

The Miami Urban Area Transportation Study (MUATS) was organized in 

1963 for the purpose of providing Dade County with a continuous, coopera

tive and comprehensive transportation planning process in conformance with 

the Federal Aid Highway Act of 1962, Urban Mass Transportation Act of 1964, 

various amendments to both acts, and subsequent refinements in Federal re

quirements, In 1969, the MUATS completed its initial comprehensive plan

ning effort and proposed a comprehensive plan for the provision of balanced 

transportation facilities to meet transportation needs for 1985. The Trans

portation Master Plan proposals, which included elements for highways, mass 

transit, seaports, airports and terminals, was based upon and represented a 

refinement of the transportation proposals presented in a very broad-brush 

manner in the General Land Use Master Plan for 1985 adopted by the County 

Commission on November 30, 1965. 

Although the Transportation Master Plan was published in 1969, no 

public hearings were held until 1971 and 1972. At that time, a series of 

public hearings held throughout Dade County by the Planning Advisory Board 

revealed strong opposition from neighborhood groups to many of the express

way proposals contained in the Plan. During these same years, the Dade County 

Planning Department initiated the update of the General Land Use Master Plan, 

which later resulted in the new Comprehensive Development Master Plan for 

the year 1985 and the year 2000. 

One of the most significant activities of the MUATS program during 

the past several years has been an in-depth evaluation of the proposed 
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Transportation Master Plan completed in 1969. This evaluation was made 

within the general parameters of the Comprehensive Development Master Plan 

for Dade County (then under development) to determine alternative travel 

facilities and services within corridors where certain expressways proposed 

in the 1969 plan were found to be controversial. 

This MUATS activity culminated in an October 1974 summary report 

entitled "Controversial Corridors Review: Recommended Transportation 

Alternatives". The study recommended deletion of several proposed contro

versial expressways. It also concluded that the original MUATS arterial 

improvements, plus certain others, and the transit improvements contemplated 

at present in conjunction with the County's Comprehensive Development Master 

Plan, would constitute the most acceptable transportation network for 1985. 

The MUATS Policy Committee accepted these recommendations for planning 

purposes and instructed that further evaluations be made to advance the 

ground transportation plan elements to a year 2000 planning horizon. This 

effort is currently underway, and is directed towards the development of a 

long range multi-modal transportation plan within the framework of the goals 

and objectives of the Comprehensive Development Master Plan as adopted by 

the County Commission on March 31, 1975. 

The plan for the transportation system to serve the projected year 

2000 growth and development is now approximately 80% completed and it is 

anticipated that alternatives will be presented for review and public 

hearings by the fall of 1977. The plan development procedures and technical 

processes are documented in six interim reports and a final report. Interim 

reports 1 through 5 have been completed to date and approved as to their 
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technical adequacy by the U.S. Department of Transportation modal agencies. 

Adoption of the plan is expected to take place by early spring 1978. This 

plan then becomes the long range element of the area's Transportation Plan. 

The Long Range Element: The long range element for purposes of identifica

tion in the local planning processes has been named "Year 2000 Plan Update". 

This plan, upon its adoption, will contain the policies, strategies, and 

guidelines which, in conjunction with the CDMP will form the basis for 

future Transportation Improvement Programs (TIP), and the Transportation 

System Management Element (TSME). 

The continuing phase of the long range planning effort will build upon the 

Continuing Surveillance Program designed to analyze existing conditions of 

travel, transportation facilities and system management, as well as changes 

in area's economic, demographic and land use activities. Some of the more 

significant activities to be undertaken during the continuing phase of the 

development and maintenance of an updated Transportation Plan are listed 

below: 

(a) Impact analysis of the adopted Transportation Plan through 

assessment of environmental, social and economic impacts 

of the transportation policies and planned transportation 

systems. 

(b) Annual reappraisal of the Transportation Plan in conjunction 

with the CDMP annual amendment and review cycles, based upon 

changes in transportation and development indicators, including 

revised travel forecasts based upon any changes of policies 

in the CDMP and the latest land use forecasts. 
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(c) Development and structuring of the administrative, institutional 

and planning processes related to developmental planning 

decision-making in order to ensure integrated implementation 

and updating of the Transportation Plan (TP) and CDMP. 

(d) Refinement of the technical planning procedures developed in 

the 2000 Update Study including transportation demand models 

and plan evaluation techniques, etc., as well as development 

of procedures meriting investigations. 

The Transportation System Management Element - The effective and efficient 

management of the urban transportation system is one of Dade County's most 

serious challenges. The provision of transportation facilities and services 

strongly influences the quality of life of individuals, the shape and form 

of the community, and strains existing physical facilities and public budgets. 

As travel demand increases, the problems grow more severe and far reaching. 

Urban growth, so welcome to economic interests because of the attendant 

creation of jobs and wealth, merely exacerbates the problem of the trans

portation system. 

Historically, the multiplicity of agencies charged with the responsi

bility of dealing with the problem has constituted one of the major admini

strative defects. Control over the street system and traffic control in a 

metropolitan area, for example, often has been fragmented among municipal, 

county and state agencies plus semi-autonomous parking, bridge, toll road 

and transit authorities. 

The citizens of Dade County recognized the need for, and took steps 

toward, more efficient management of its transportation system as early 

as 1958, when its Metropolitan form of government went into operation. 
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Among the first important steps taken by the new government were: 

1) the adoption of a uniform traffic control ordinance, 2) the consoli

dation of responsibilities for street control and traffic engineering 

into a Metropolitan Department of Traffic and Transportation, 3) the 

creation of a Metro Transit Authority charged with consolidating the several 

transit operations into a single unified metropolitan systam, and 4) the 

creation of a Metropolitan Planning Department to conduct comprehensive 

planning, including the development of a metropolitan land use plan. 

These important steps went a long way toward removing the institutional 

constraints mitigating against effective transportation system management. 

It also provided the first semblance of a structure to begin addressing 

system modal balance and ancillary measures for improving transportation 

system operation. 

Some fifteen years later, the m~tropolitan government made an 

administrative change to further mitigate against any administrative 

constraints upon effective transportation system management. The semi

autonomous Metro Transit Authority was dissolved and a Metro Transit 

Agency was created. Further, all transportation responsibilities of the 

Metro Transit Agency, and those of the Dade County Planning Department, 

Department of Traffic and Transportation and the Public Works Department 

were to be coordinated by the Office of the Transportation Coordinator. 

Additionally, certain responsibilities regarding taxicab operations were 

to be administered by the Office of the Transportation Coordinator. 

In interpreting the joint FHWA/UMTA Federal Regulations concerning 

the development of a Transportation System Management, it is apparent 

that an overall framework for relating long and short range transportation 

planning and programming has been established. This framework contains 

four major elements that attempt to relate transportation planning and 
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programming into a definable mechanism of transportation decision-making 

that is commensurate with the established policy-base of an urban area. 

The four elements: 1) the Prospectus, 2) the Transportation Plan, 3) the 

Unified Planning Work Program, and 4) the Transportation Improvement Program, 

are each viewed as distinct yet inter-related parts of the overall planning 

and management effort needed to develop and operate an urban area's multi

modal transportation system. 

For Dade County, each of these four elements is viewed as being a 

necessary aspect of properly coordinating and administering adopted 

policies that clearly places a high priority on integrating an improved 

multi-modal transportation system with its Comprehensive Development 

Master Plan. 

It is the purpose of the Transportation Systems Management element 

(TSM) to coordinate public transit, automobiles, taxis, pedestrians and 

bicycles through operating, regulatory and service policies and strategies 

so as to achieve maximum efficiency and productivity from the existing 

transportation system. 

The Transportation Systems Management element which has been 

adopted provides for the short range transportation needs of the urbanized 

area by making more efficient use of existing transportations resources, 

2) identifies traffic engineering, public transportation, regulatory, 

pricing, management, operational and other improvements to the existing 

system (excluding major new transportation facilities or major changes to 

existing facilities), and 3) provides the policy or framework for contin

ued transportation considerations not involving new facilities or major 

changes. 
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Formulation of an overall policy strategy, assessment of candidate 

measures, and selection, programming and implementation of actions are 

clearly a responsibility and an opportunity to be carried out as a part 

of the continuing transportation planning and implementation process in 

the Miami urban area. The TSM plan sets forth the underlying goals and 

policy objectives and the strategy selected to accomplish them. Since 

the plan is endorsed by the Metropolitan Planning Organization, it has 

official status as a product of the areawide comprehensive transportation 

planning process, and it represents agreement on the part of those agencies 

identified as responsible for carrying out each action. The programming 

for implementation of Transportation Systems Management projects in the 

annual element of the Transportation Improvement Program represents a 

commitment for carrying out each action. 

The four major strategies which have been adopted are: 

A. TO ENSURE THE EFFICIENT USE OF EXISTING ROAD SPACE 

B. TO REDUCE VEHICLE USE IN CONGESTED AREAS 

C. TO IMPROVE TRANSIT SERVICE 

D. TO INCREASE INTERNAL TRANSIT MANAGEMENT EFFICIENCY 

Under each strategy there are a number of activities prescribing 

the types of projects which are to be undertakend. The activities are 

fully described in the technical appendices to this document • 

. The long range element, upon its adoption, will contain the policies, 

strategies and guidelines which, in conjunction with the CDMP, will form the 

basis for future Transportation Programs (TIP) and the Transportation Systems 

Management Element (TSME). 
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B. Transportation Improvement Program 

The Transportation Improvement Program is developed as a mechanism 

to bring about a transportation system that is consonant with the adopted 

Comprehensive Development Master Plan and the adopted Transportation Plan 

which is an integral part thereof. 

Projects from both the Long Range Element and the Transportation 

and the Transportation Systems Management (TSM) element of the Transportation 

Plan (TP) are included for advancement during the program period. 

The TSM projects which are included serve to introduce a better 

balance between construction of fixed facilities intended to benefit the 

area in the future and improvements to transportation service which can 

provide benefits in the very short term. UMTA Section 3 and S funds and 

Federal aid highway funds are' utilized to provide: Reserved lanes to 

give preferential treatment for transit and other high occupancy vehicles; 

park/ride facilities to reduce commuter induced traffic congestion; reduc

tions in transit fares for the elderly and handicapped; replacements and 

additions to the bus fleet; bus shelters for passengers; new maintenance 

facilities; two-way radio communication for the buses; and an expanded 

information program. Additionally, Dade County's Secondary Road Program 

and the Decade of Progress Arterial Road Program, both of which are non

Federally funded, contain projects which are supportive of the TSM effort. 

These include traffic signal improvements, landscaping in median strips, 

lighting safety equipment projects and other related projects which provide 

for greater safety and better management and control of traffic flow.· 

The TIP also includes such long range projects as relate to the design, 

construction and equipping of Stage I of the rapid transit system and to 
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and to the development of the Downtown People Mover project. 

The Transportation Planning Process developed by the Miami Urban 

Area Transportation Study (MUATS) was directed toward establishing an 

overall framework for relating long and short term transportation plans to 

the area's comprehensive development plan. Projects were programmed which 

favored the use of the traffic management and operational techniques to 

improve system efficiency, conserve energy, improve air quality and reduce 

the excessive use of automobiles. Additionally, projects were included 

which would encourage the use of mass transit service. The TIP projects 

of previous years were utilized to develop and support these concepts. 

Now, projects flowing from TSM strategies and activities will be programmed 

to accomplish the same purposes. 

The TIP is developed in consonance with the thrust of the joint 

FHWA/UMTA rules and regulations promulgated on September 17, 1975. It is 

also in concert with the supplementary guidelines on the development of 

the Transportation Systems Management Element contained in that document. 

The TIP document categorizes all transportation improvements, identifies 

priorities and establishes fiscal programming for a three-or-more-year period. 

It is developed from long range and staged elements of the Transportation 

Plan. The annual element represents the list of projects which are proposed 

for implementation during the program year and is viewed as the "capital 

improvements" budget for transportation facilities as well as a partial 

operating budget with respect to utilization of UMTA Section 5 monies. 

The TIP document identifies all sources of funding which are known, 

or anticipated, to be available during the program period and is consistent 

with current estimates. Priorities in the program are identified by relative 
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staging of projects for implementation during a particular year, consistent 

with the amount of funding expected to be available. 

The annual element may be amended at any time during a program year 

by the same procedures required for developing and adopting the original 

program. The amendment(s) may be for the purpose of rescinding projects, 

adding projects, revising the funding of a project, or modifying a project. 

C. Unified Planning Work Program 

The annual program of technical studies and related activities that 

support the transportation planning and improvement programs, will be des

cribed in the Unified Planning Work Program in accordance with Federal 

guidelines. Planning activities that impact the MPO's programs include: 

administrative duties; data surveillance efforts; connnunity involvement 

projects; highway, transit aviation, seaport, freight movement and other 

special technical studies; regional plans; and other aspects of technical 

support necessary to the entire transportation improvement program. In 

the work program the local or State agencies involved in each phase of 

the program will be described, as are the costs and the methodologies 

used in the process. The entire work program will be in support of the 

goals and objectives established by the MPO, as relevant to State or 

national transportation needs. The levels and sources of Federal, State 

or local funds to support the program will be described and hoped for 

products from the various technical or support activities will be identi

fied. Annual allocations of UMTA Sec. 9 funds, FHWA 112 funds and 

additional Federal, State, or local resources will support the planning 

program. Often related planning efforts, such as connnunity development, 

environmental studies or special social planning activities which relate 
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to transportation issues will be identified and included. The normal 

annual activities of the Unified Planning Work Program can be summarized 

as follows: 

• To develop and support the long-range transportation 

planning programming 

• To facilitate the administration and coordination of the MPO's 

planning activities as required by Federal, State or local 

practices, including grant management 

• To develop and coordinate a transportation management 

program for all transportation modes in support of the 

MPO's goals and objectives and the long-range plan 

• To develop the Transportation Improvement Program and monitor 

its progress 

• To allow necessary data collection and surveillance activities 

in support of the planning and decision-making processes 

• To permit research and the application of transportation and 

land use relaeed projections and forecasting techniques 

as tools for various technical efforts 

• To encourage citizen involvement, participation and 

education related to transportation planninga::tivities 

• To allow coordination of transportation programs that are multi

county in nature 

• To facilitate special transportation related studies impacting 

special economic, social or geographically defined interests 

or groups of people 

• To coordinate multi-inodal or inter-modal transportation activities 

•To support the refinement of the County CDMP's long-range trans

portation programs and those of the State government 
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These activities will normally constitute the scheduled technical 

or support activities that constitute the Unified Planning Work Program. 

These activities will be described as previously stated to allow the MPO, 

Federal, State and local agencies, citizens and other parties to follow 

the planning process and understand its direction. 

The document will be developed under the guidance of the Secretariat 

and will be approved by the MPO's Governing Board before submission to 

appropriate State and Federal agencies. An A-95 review of the annual work 

program will be required. 
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PART V 

MONITORING REVIEW AND REPORTING 

A. Program Management 

Management control over each task in the transportation planning 

process will be exercised by the head of the division to whom the task 

is assigned. Review and approval of a work product flowing from the per

formance of a task will rest with the Transportation Planning Committee. 

A continuing process will be instituted to monitor and evaluate the 

entire planning process including administrative procedures, the imple

mentation framework for carrying out MPO Governing Board policy decisions 

and directives, the roles and assignments of participating agencies and 

the effectiveness of the various structures of the MPO. Special care will 

be taken to assure that the input/feedback relationship between the techni

cal structure and public involvement structure functions in a manner that 

is timely, effective and in accordance with design. 

B. Monitoring 

The monitoring process will be used as a control mechanism to deter

mine what the results should be or what is to be expected from the trans

portation planning and programming process. In order to achieve that purpose 

a set of performance standards and criteria will be developed and implemented 

to determine the extent to which: 

• Programs are consonant with adopted goals and objectives 

• Programs are responsive to issues and problems 

• Transportation and developmental changes reinforce or vitiate the 

CDMP and the TP 
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• The surveillance program produces the data required to accurately 

assess or develop the transportation system 

• The products of the planning work program serve their 

intended purpose and are cost effective 

• The financial affairs and records of the MPO are efficiently 

managed and administered 

C. Review 

The review process, in order to be an effective mechanism for cor

recting deficiencies surfaced by the monitoring process,will be established 

as a continuing function following prescribed procedures. Responsibility 

for the overall direction and control of the review process will rest with 

the Transportation Planning Council. The review process will be used to 

ascertain the extent of deviation from goals and standards to develop 

recommendations for desirable changes in the planning process in terms of 

policy, technical procedures, administration and coordination. 

D. Reporting 

A reporting system will be developed as a mechanism to review 

periodically the status, progress, and achievements of the MPO at all 

levels. An annual report will be issued after the close of each fiscal 

year and be given general distribution. Quarterly reports required by 

Federal regulations will be prepared and submitted on a scheduled and 

timely basis. 

A regular system of reports will be established for management and 

control purposes. These reports will be the mechanism by which the Trans

portation Planning Council, the Public Involvement Policy Committee and the 
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Intergovernmental Policy Committee evaluate the performance and progress 

of the processes under their supervision. 

The Secretariat will periodically prepare SllillIIlllry reports to the 

Governing Board informing it of performance, progress and compliance with 

its policies and directives. 
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I. LEGAL APPENDICES 





THE 

noi1E RULE A~IENDMEN11 

AND 

CHARTER 
(AS AMENDED THROUGH 
SEPTEMBER 28, 1976) 

METROPOLITAN DADE COUNTY 
FLORIDA 
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We, lhe people of this County, 
in order to secure for ourselves 
lhe benefils and responsibililies 
of home rule, lo create a metro
politan government to serve our 
presenl and fulure needs, and lo 
endow 011r municipalilies with 
1he righls of self dererminalion in 
!heir local affairs, do under God 
adopl lhis home rule Charier. 

58 



(A). 

CITIZENS' BILL OF RIGHTS 

This govern."Tlent has been created to protect the gov
erned, not the governing. In order to provide the public 
with full and accurate informatic.n, to promote efficient 
administrative management, to ntake government more 
accountable, and to insure to alt persons fair and equita· 
ble treatment, the following rights are guranteed: 

I. Convenient Access. Every person has the right to 
transact bwiness with the County and the municipalities 
v.rith a minimum of personal inconvenience. It shall be 
the duty of the County Manager and the Commission to 
provide, within the County's budget limitations, reason
ably convenient times and places for registration and 
voting, for required inspections, and for transacting busi
ness with the County. 

2. Truth in Government. No County or municipal of
ficial or employee shall knowingly furnish false informa· 
tion on any public matter, nor knowingly omit signifi
cant facts when giving requested information to mem
bers of the public. 
3. Public Records. All audits, reports, minutes, docu
ments and other public records of the County and the 
muni<;ipalities and their boards, agencies, departments 
and authorities shall be open for inspection at reasona
ble times and places convenient to the public. 

4. Minutes and Ordinance Register. The Clerk of the 
Conunission and of each municipal council shall main
tain and make available for public inspection an ordi
nance register separate from the minutes showing the 
votes of each member on all ordinances and resolutions 
listed by descriptive title. Written minutes of all meet
ings and the ordinance register shall be available for pub
lic inspection not later than 30 days after the conclusion 
of the meeting. 

S. Right to be Heard. So far as the orderly conduct 
of public business permits, any interested person has the 
right to appear before the Commission or any municipal 
council or any County or municipal agency, board or de
partment for the presentation, adjustment or determina
tion of an issue, request or controversy within the juris
diction of the govermnental entity involved. Matters 
shall be scheduled for the convenience of the publiq, and 
the agenda shall be divided into approximate time 
periods so that the public may know approximately 
when a matter will be heard. Nothing herein shall prohi
bit any governmental entity or agency from imposing 
reasonable time limits for the presentation of a matter. 

6. Right to Notice. Persons entitled to notice of a 
County or municipal hearing shall be timely informed as 
to the time, place and nature of the hearing and the legal 
authority pursuant to which the hearing is to be held. 
Failure by an individual to receive such notice shall not 
constitute mandatory grounds for cancelling the hearing 
or rendering invalid ilny detennination made at such 
hearing. Copies of proposed ordinances or resolutions 
sha11 be made available at a reasonable time prior to the 
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hearing, unless the matter involves an emergency ordi
nance or resolution. 

7. No Unreasonable Postponements. No matter once 
having been placed on a formal agenda by the County or 
any municipality shall be postponed to another day ex
cept for good cause shown in the opinion of the County 
Commission, the municipal council or other govern· 
mental entity or agency conducting such meeting, and 
then only on condition that any person so requesting is 
mailed adequate notice of the new date of any post
poned meeting. Failure by an individual to receive such 
notice shall not constitute mandatory grounds for can
celling the hearing or rendering invalid any determina
tion made at such hearing. 

8. Right to Public Hearing. Upon a timely request of 
any interested party a public hearing shall be held by 
any County or municipal agency, board, department or 
authority upon any significant policy decision to be is
sued by it which is not subject to subsequent adminis· 
trative or legislative review and hearing. This provision 
shall not apply to the Law Department of the County or 
of any municipality, nor to any body whose duties and 
responsibilities are solely advisory. 

At any zoning or other hearing in which review is 
exclusively by certiorari, a party or his counsel shall be 
entitled to present his case or defense by oral or docu
mentary evidence, to submit rebuttal evidence, and to 
conduct such cross-examination as may be required for 
a full and true disclosure of the facts. The decision of 
any such agency, board, department or authority must 
be based upon the facts in the record. Procedural rules 
establishing reasonable time and other limitations may 
be promulgated and amended from time to time. 

9. Notice of Action and Reasons. Prompt notice shall 
be given of the denial in whole or in part of a request of 
an interested person made in connection with any 
County or municipal administrative decision or proreed
ing when the decision is reserved at the conclusion of 
the hearing. The notice shall be accompanied by a state
ment of the grounds for denial. 

10. h.1anagers' and Attoi'n1Vs' Reports. The County 
Manager and County Attorney and eaeh City Manager 
and City Attorney shaU periodicaUy make a public status 
report on all major matters pending or concluded within 
their respective jurisdictions. 

11. Budgeting. In addition to any budget required by 
state statute, the County Manager shall prepare a budget 
showing the cost of each program for each budget year. 
Prior to the County Commission's first public hearing on 
the proposed budget required by state law, the County 
Manager shall make public a budget summary setting 
forth the proposed cost of each individual program and 
reflecting all major proposed increases and decreases in 
funds and personnel for each program, the purposes 
therefore, the estimated millage cost of each program 
and the amount of any contingency and carryover funds 
for each program. 



12. Quarterly Budget Comparisons. The County 
Manager shall make public a quarterly report showing 
the actual expenditures during the quarter just ended 
against one quarter of the proposed annual expenditures 
ser forlh in !he budget. Such report shall also reflect the 
sa.111e cumulative information for whatever portion of 
the fiscal year that has elapsed. 

13. Adequate Audits. An annual audit of the County 
and each municipality shall be made by an indepen_dent 
certified public accounting firm in accordance with 
generaJly accepted auditing standards. A summary of 
the results, including any deficiencies found, shall be 
made public. In making such audit, proprietary func
tions shall be audited separately and adequate depre· 
ciation on proprietary factJities shall be accrued so the 
public may determine the amount of any direct or in
direct subsidy. 

14. Regional Officet. Regional offices of the Coun· 
ty's administrative services shall be rilaintained at loca· 
tions in the County for the convenience of the residents. 

15. Financial Disclosure. The Commission shall by 
ordinance make provision for the filing under oath or 
affirmation by all County and municipal elective offi. 
cials, candidates for County and municipal elective offi

. ces, such employees as may be designated by ordinance, 
and sue~ other public officials, and outside consultants 
who receive funds from the County or municipalities· 
within the County and who may legally be included, of 
personal financial statements, copies of personal Federal 
income tax returns. or itemized source of income state· 
men ts. Provision shall be made for preparing and keep· 
ing such reports current from time to time, and for pub
lic disclosure. 

The Commis.sion sha11 also make provision for the 
filing monthly under oath of a report by full-time 
County and municipal employees of all outside employ
ment and amounts received therefrom. 

16. Representation of Public. The Commis.sion shall 
endeavor to provide representation at all proceedings 
significantly affecting the County and its residents be
fore State and Federal regulatory bodies. 

(B). Thi! foregoing enumeration of citizens' rights vests large 
and pervasive powers in the citizenry of i>adc County. 
Such power necessarily carries with it responsibility of 
equal magnitude for the successful operation of govern
ment in the County. The orderly, efficient and fair 
operation of government requires the intelligent partici
pation of individual citizens exercising their rights with 
di~ty and restraint so as to avoid any sweeping acceler
ation in the cost of government because of the exercise 
of individual prerogatives, and for individual citizens to 
grant respect for the dignity of public office. 

(C). Remedies for Violations. In any suit by a citizen alleg· 
ing a violation of this Article tiled in the Dade County 
Circuit Court pursuant to its general equity jurisdiction, 
the p!Jintiff, if successful, shall be entitled to recover 
custs as fixed by the Court. Any public official or em· 
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ployee who is found by the Court to have willfully vio
lated this Article shall forthwith forfeit his office or 
employment. 

(D). Conrtructio1L All proviJions of thiJ Article shall be 
construed to be supplementary to and not in conflict 
with the gener.il laws of Aorida. If any part of this 
Article shall be declared invalid, it shall nor affect the 
validity of the remaining provisions. 

A.~TICLl:•l 

BOARD OF COUNTY C01"MISSIONERS 

SECTION 1.01. POWERS. 

A. The Board of County Commissioners shall be 
the legislative and the governing body of the county and 
ah.all have the power to cauy 6n a central metropolitan 
govemment. This power shall inclade but shall not be re
atrlcted to the power to: 

1. Provide and regulate arterial, toll, and other 
roads, bridges, tunnels, arid related facilities; 
eliminate grade crossings; provide and regu.tate 
parking facilities; and develop and enforce 
master plans for the control of traffic and park ... 
Ing. 

2. Provide and operate air, water, raiJ, and bus 
terminals, port facilities, and public transpor
tation systems. 

3. License and regulate laxis, jitneys, limousines 
f\)r hire, rental cars, and other passenger ve. 
hicles for hire operating in the county. 

4. Provide central rec:ords, trai.ning. and commun
ications for fire and police protection; provide 
traffic control and central crime investigation; 
provide fire stations, jails, and related facili· 
ties; and subject to Section l.01A(l8) provide 
a Wliform system for fire and police protection. 

5. Prepare and enforce comprehensive plana for 
the development of the county. 

6. Provide hospitals and uniform health and wel
fare programs. 

7. Provide parks, preserves, playgrounds, recre• 
tion areas, librariu. museums, and other reo
reational and cultural facilities and programs. 



8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

Establish and administer housing, slum clear
ance, urban renewal, conservation, flood and 
beach erosion control, air pollution control, and 
drainage programs and cooperate with govern
mental 3gencies and private enterprises in the 
development and operation of these programs, 

Provide and regulate or permit municipalities 
to provide and regulate waste and sewage cot .. 
lection and disposal and water supply and con
servation programs. 

Leuy end collect taxes end special assess
ments, bonow and expend money and issue 
bonds, revenue certificates, and other obliga
tions of indebtednetos in such manner, and sub
ject to such limitations, as may be provided by' 
law. 

By ordinance, establish, merge, and abolish 
special purpose districts within which may be 
provided police and fire protection, beach ero
sion control, recreation facilities, water, 
streets, sidewalks, street lighting, waste and 
sewage collection and disposal, drainage, and 
other essential facilities and services. All 
county funds for such districts shall be pro
vided by service charges, special assessments, 
or general tax levies within such districts only. 
The Board of County Commissioners shall be 
the governing body of all such districts and 
when acting as such goveming body shall have 
the same jurisdiction and powers as when act .. 
ing as the Board. 

Establish, coordinate, and enforce zoning and 
such business regulations as are necessary for 
the protection of the public. 

Adopt and enforce unifonn building and related 
technical codes and regulations for both the in
corporated and unincorporated areas of the 
county; provide for examinations for contractors 
and all parties engaged in the building trades 
and for the issuance of certificates of com· 
petency and their revocation after hearing. Such 
certificates shall be recognized and required. 
for the issuance of a license in all municipali• 
ties in the county. No municipality shall be en-
titled to require examinations or any additional 
certificate of competency or impose any other 
conditions for the issuance of a municipal ti .. 
cense except the payment of the customary fee. 
The municipality may issue building permits 
and conduct the necessaiy inspections in ac-
cordance with the unifonn codes and charge 
fees therefor. 

Regulate, control, take over, and grant fran .. 
chis es to, or itself· operate gas, light, power, 
telephone, and other utilities, sanitary and 
sewage collection and disposal systems, water 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 
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supply, treatment, and service systems, and 
public transportation systems, provided, how
ever, that: 

(a) Franchises under this subsection may cnly 
be granted by e two-thirds vote of the members 
of the Board present and approved by a ma
jority vote of those qualified electors voting at 
either a special ~r general election. 

(b) The county shall not operate a light, power, 
or telephone utility to serve any territory in the 
county which is b1~ing supplied with similar 
service except by a majority vote of those 
qualified electors voting in an election held 
not less than six months after the Board has 
passed an ordinance to that effect by a tw~ 
L1iirds vote of the members of the Board present. 
Such ordinance shall contain information on 
cost, method of financing, agency to regulate 
rates, agency to operate, location, and other 
information necessary to inform the general 
public of the feasibility and practicability of 
the proposed operation. 

Use public funds for the purposes of promoting 
the development of the county, including adver
tisingof the area's advantages. 

Establish and enforce regulations for the sale 
of alcoholic beverages in the unincorporated 
areas and approve municipal regulations on 
hours o{ sale of alcoholic beverages. 

Enter into contracts with other governmental 
units within or outside the boundaries of the 
county for joint perfo:-mance or performance by 
one unit in behalf of the other of any authorized 
{unction. 

Set reasonable minimum standards for all gov
ernmental units in the courity for the perform
ance of any service or function. The standards 
shall not be discriminatory as between similar 
areas. If a governmental unit fails to comply 
with such standards, and does not correct such 
failure after reasonable notice by ti1e IJoard, 
then the Board may take over and perform, regu
late, or grant franchises to operate any such 
service. The Board may also take over and op
erate, or grAnt franchises to operate any muni
cipal service if: 

(a) In an election called by the Board of 
County Commissioners within the municipality 
a majority of those voting vote in favor of 
turning the service over to the county; or 

(b) The governing body of the municipality re
quests the county to take over the service by a 
two-thirds vote of its members, or by referen
dwn. 



19. 

20. 

21. 

22. 

23. 

(a) By ordinance, abolish or consolidate the 
office of constables, or any county office cre
ated by the Legislature, or provide for the con
solidation and transfer of any of the functions 
of such officers, provided., however, that there 
shall be no power to abolish the Superintend
ent of Public Inst:ructioa, or to abolish or im
pair the jurisdiction of the Circuit Court or to 
abolish any other Court, provided by the Con
stitution or by general law, or the judges or 
clerks thereof. 

Make investigations of county affairs, inquire 
into the conduct, accounts, records, and tr&ns
actions of any department or office of the coun
ty, and for these pwposes require reports from 
all county officers and employees, subpoena 
witnesses, administer oaths, and require the 
production of records. 

Exercise all powens and privileges granted to 
municipalities, countie•, and county officers hy 
the Constitution and laws of the state, and all 
powers not pmhibited by the Constitution or 
by this Charter. 

Adopt such ordinances and resolutions as may 
be required in the exercise of its powers, and 
prescribe fines and penalties for the violation 
of ordinances. 

Perform any other acts consistent with law 
which are required by this Charter or which are 
in the common interest of the people of the 
county. 

24. Supersede, nullify, or amend any special law 
applying to this county, or any general Jaw 
applying only to this county, or any general 
law where specifically authorized by the Con
stitution. 

B. No enumeration of powers in this Charter shall 
be deemed exclusive or restrictive and the foregoing 
powers shall be deemed to Include all implied powers 
necessary and proper to canyin& out such powers. All of 
these powers may be exercised. in the incorporated end 
unincorporated areas, subject to the procedures herein 
provided in certain cases relating to municipalities. 

C. The Board shall have the power of eminent do
main and the right to condemn property for public pw
posea. The Board shall make falr and just compensation 
for any properties acquired in the exercise of its powers. 
duties, or functions. The Board shall also provide for 
the •cquisition or transfer of property, the payment, as
aumpijon, or other satisfaction of the debts, and the pro
teclJon of pension rights of affected employees of any 
govemmental unit which is merged, consolidated, or abol
ished or whose boundaries are changed or functions or 
powers transferred. 

D. The Board shall be entitled to levy in the unin .. 
corporated areas all taxes authorized to be levied by 
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municipalities a.ad to receive froo De state any revenues 
collected in the unhlcorporated rea.s on the sane basis 
as mun.icipalitie s. 

SECTION 1.02. RESOLUTIOMS AND ORDIHA.MCES. 

A. The Board shall a<lopt i!S own nl!es of p~ 
dure and sha!l decide which acticcs of the &aid shall 
be by ordinance or resolution, ezce;t. as othenrise pro
vided in this Charter and escept 'Cat uy aetioa of the 
Board which provides for raising ~nae, app::opriat.i:ig 
fwtds~ or incurring indebtedness. a which p:ovidn a 
penalty or establishes a rule or ~-1.ation for t.ie viol• 
lion of which a penalty is bposed .;,an be by ocdinance. 

B. Every ordinance s!Jall be i.:ll.roduce-d b writi:ig: 
and shall contain a brief title. Tbe enacting cla~e shall 
be "Be it Ordained by the Board. n After passa1:e OD fist 
reading, a short summary of the or5:1.ance shall be pa:b
lished in e daily newspaper of ~ral circclation •t 
least once together with a notice ci the ti.:le when cc! 
place where it will be given 11 public hearing cd be co:i

sidered for final passaee. The fust such pcblication 
shall be at least one week prior to the tiQe a<!..-ertfsed 
for hearing. No ordinance shall be declared in>'alid by 
reason of any defect in pi:!llicaticm. or title if the p-c> 
lished summary gives reasooable xitiee of its intent.. 

C. At the time and p!ace so CC:Ver.Js~ or at &.cy 

time and place to which soch pcbEc hearing =ay froo 
time to time be adjoume-dt the O'ft!:-ance shall be re.d 
by title and a public heari:ig shall be· held. A .. 'ter 69 
hearing. the Board may pass the ore~nce wiet OI' wiO
out amendment. 

D. The Board may a~opt i'1 ~ole or in ;>art ~y 
published code by refere::>ce as an C"!'dnance in 6.e ma::p 
ner provided by law. 

E. The effective date of any ordina..'1.ce ~all Coe 
prescribed therein, but the effectil~ date shall not ::.... 
earlier than ten days after its enact=-eo.t. 

F. To meet a pu~lic e-::Je~y a!fecti.:!.g life. 
health, property, or public safety !!le Board by t-=-thitt!s 
vote of the members of the Board f:'.2Y adopt a::i e::::iergency 
ordinance at the meeting at which it is introduced, a:d 
may make it effective b::::neQately. except that :io suc!i 
ordinance may be used to le~· taxes, grant or extend a 
franchise, or authorize t.'le bJ~~g of =>el!ey. After 
the adoption of an emeTgency orCba::ce, the Boa:d shall 
have it published in full within tea Cays in a dai!y ne.,.. 
paper of general circulation. 

G. Each ordinance az:d resolaion after a.Coptia:::1 
shall be &fven a serial nw:ber a.DC sh.all be ~:>. te:-ed by 
the clerk in a properly indexed reco::! kept for :hat p~ 
pose. 

H. Within two years after adcption of this Charter 
the Board shall have prepared a ~eral codification of 
all county ordinances and r'!Solutia:ts havi!lg '6.e effect 



of law. The general codification thus prepared shall be 
adopted by the Board in a single ordinance. After adop
tion the Board shall have the codification printed imme
diately in an appropriate manner together with the Char-
ter and su,..'1 rules and regulations as the Board may 
direct. Additions or ammendments to the code shall be 
prepared, adopted, and printed at least every two years. 

SECTION 1.03. DISTRICTS. 

A. There shall be eight County Commission dis .. 
tricts. The initial boundaries of these districts shall be 
as shown on the map attached as Exhibit A and made e 
part hereof. 

B. The Board may by ordinance adopted by tw~ 
thirds v • ..te of the members of the Board change the 
boundaries of the districts from time to time. The bound
aries shall be fixed on the 'basis of the character, popu-
lation, and geography of the districts. 

SECTION 1.04. COMPOSITION OF THE BOARD 

The Board shall consist of nine members elected as 
follows: 

1. From each of the eight districts there shall be 
elected by the qualified electors of the county 
at large a County Commissioner who shall be a 
qualified elector residing within the district at 
least six months and within the county at least 
three years before qualifying. 

2. There shall be elected by the qualified electors 
of the county at large a Mayor who shall be a 
qualified elector residing within the county at 
least three years before qualifying. The Mayor 
shall also serve as a member of the Board and 
shall be subject to all restrictions provided in 
this Charter applying to all other Commis
sioners. 

Beginning with the state primary elections in 1968, 
the Mayor and each Commissioner shall be elected for a 
term of four years. 

SECTION 1.05. FORFEITURE OF OFFICE. 

A. Any member of the Board of County Commission .. 
ers who ceases to be a qualified voter of the county or 
removes himself from the county or the district from 
which he was elected, or who fails to attend meetings 
without good cause for a period of six months, shall im
mediately forfeit his office. Any Commissioner except the 
Mayor who ceases to reside in the district which he re. 
resents shall also immediately forfeit his office. 

B. Any elected or appointed county official who 
holds any other elective office, whether federal, state or 
municipal, shall forfeit his county position, provided that 
the provisions of this subsection shall not apply to any 
cfficia ls presently holding such other office during the 
remainder of the present terms. 

(i3 

C. Any appointed official or employee of Dade 
County who qualifies as a candidate for election to any 
federal, state or municipal office shall immediately for
feit his county position. 

SECTION 1.06 • SA LA RY • 

Each County Commiesloner ahaU receive a salary of 
$6,000 per year payable monthly ond shall be entitled to 
be reim.bwsed for such renonable and necessary expen
an •• may be appmved by the Board. 

SECTION 1.07. VACANCIES. 

Any vacancy in the office of Mayor or the other mem· 
bers or the Board shaD be filled by majority vote or the re
maining members of the Boord within 30 days, or the Board 
shaD call an election to be held not more than 45 days there
after to fill the vacancy. The person chosen to fill the olTice 
vacated must at the time or appointment meel the residence 
requirements for the office to which such person is appointed. 
A 'person appointed shall,....., only until the next county-wide 
election. A person elected shall serve for the remainder of the 
unexpired term of office. If a majority of the members of lhO 
Board should become appointed rather than elected to office, 
then the Board shall caD an election to be held not more than 
45 days thereafter to permit ·the registered electors to elect 
commissioners to succeed the appointed commissioners; ap
pointed commissioners may succeed themselves unless other
wise prohibited by the Charter. If a county-wide election is 
scheduled to be held within 180 days from the date on \\"hlch 
the majority of the members of the Board become appointive, 
the Board may elect to defer the required election until the 
scheduled county-wide election. 

SECTION 1.08. ORGAHIZATIOH OF THE BOARD. 

The Mayor shall be Chairman of the Board. The 
Board shall select a vice-chairmon who shall serve at 
the pleasure of the Board and who shall be known as 
Vice Mayor. The Clerk of the Circuit Court or lu. deputy 
shall serve as clerk of the Board. No action of the Board 
shall be taken except by a majority vote of those present 
iat a meeting at which a majority of the Commissioners 
then in office is present. All meetinaa shall be public. 

SECTION 1.09. MAYOR TO REPORT TO CITIZENRY. 

The Mayor shall prepare and deliver a report on the &late 
of the County to the people of the County between November 
1 and January 31 annually. Such report shall be prepared af· 
ter consultation with the County Commissioners and the.. 
County Manager. 



ELECTIONS 

SECTION 2.01. ELECTION AND COMMENCEMENT OF 
TERMS OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS. 

A. Unless otherwise provided in the Charter; begin· 
ning in 1976, the election of the Mayor and the County Com· 
missioners from four County Commission districts to be se· 
lected by voluntary arrangement or by lot prior to June 1, 
1976 shall be held at the time of the state primary elections 
in 1976 and every four years thereafter at the same time. The 
County Commissioners from the other four County Comm.is· 
sion districts shall also be elected in 1976 in the same manner, 
but only for two year terms; the election of County Commis
sioners from these four County Commission districts will be 
held again in 1978 and every fow years thereafter at the time 
of the state primary elections. 

B. A candidate must receive a majority of the 
votett cast to be elected. If no candidate receives a ma
jority of the votes cast there will be a runoff election at 
the time of the state second primary election between the 
two candidates receiving the highest number of votes. 
Should a tie result, the outcome shall be determined by 
lot. 

C. Except as otherwise provided in this Charter, 
the terms of office of the Mayor and the other County 
Commissioners shell commence on the second Tuesday 
next succeeding the date provided for the state second 
primary election. 

SECTION 2.02. ELECTION OF COUNTY COMMISSION· 
ERS FROM MUNICIPALITIES. 

Repealed at special election November S, 1963. 

SECTION 2.03. HOHPARTISAH ELECTIONS. 

All elections for Mayor and the other members of the 
Board shall be nonpartisan end no ballot shall show the 
party designation of any candidate. No candidate shall 
be required to pay any party assessment or state the 
party of which he is a member or the manner in which 
he voted or will vote in any election. 

SECTION 2.04. QUALIFICATIONS AHO FILING FEE. 

All candidates for the office of Mayor .. or .. Coanty 
Commissioner shall qualify with the Clerk of the Circuit · 
Court no earlier than the 63rd day and no later than noon 
on the 49th day prior to the date or the election at which 
he is a candidate in the method provided by law or or
dinance, and shall pay a filing fee of $300. All filing 
fees shall be paid into the general funds of the county. 

SECTION 2.05. INVALIDITY. 
Repealed at special election November 5, 1963. 
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SECTION 2.06. ADDITIONAL REGULATIONS AND 
STATE LAWS. 

A. The Board may adopt by ordinance any addi
tional regulations govemiog elections not inconsistent 
with this Charter. 

B. Except as otherwise provided by this Charter 
or by ordinance adopted hereunder the provisions of the 
election laws of this state shall apply ID elections held 
under this Charter. 

SECTION 2.07. CANVASSING ELECTIONS. 

All elections under this Charte.r shall be canvassed 
by the County Canvassing Board as provided under ,the 
electioo laws of this state. 

THE COUNTY MANAGER 

SECTION 3.01. APPOINTMENT AHO REMOVAL. 

The Board of County CoJru:Jissioo.ers shall appoint a 
County Manager who shall be the chief executive officer 
and head of the administrative branch of the county gov .. 
emment. The Board shall fix the Ma!lager's cocnpens .. 
tion, and he shall serve at the will of tbe Board. 

SECTION 3.02. QUALIFICATIONS. 

The Manager shall be chosen by the Board on the 
basis of his executive and administrative qualifications. 
At the time of his appointment he need not be a resident 
of the state. No County Commissioner shall be eli&ible 
for the position of ~tanager du.ring or within two year• 
after the expiration of his latest term as Commissioner~ 

SECTION 3.03. ABSENCE OF MANAGER. 

The Board may designate a quali5ed admioi&trative 
officer of the county to assume the daties and authority 
of the Manager during periods of temporary absence or 
disability of the Manager. 

SECTION 3.04. POWERS AND DUTIES. 

A. The. Manager shall be responsible to the Board 
of County Commissioners for the acbinistration or all 
units of the county government under his jurisdiction, 
and for carrying out policies adopted by the Board. The 
Manager, or such other persons as may be designated by 
resolution of the Board, shall execute contracts and 
other instruments, sign bonds and other evidences of 
indebtedness. and accept proc~. 

B. Unless otherwise provided for by civil service 
rules and regulations, the Manager shall have the power 
to appoint and suspend all admiaistrative department 



heads of the major departments of the county, t°'"'wit: Tax 
Collector, Tax Assessor, Department of Public Works, 
Department of Public Safety, Building and Zoning ,De
partment, Planning Department, Finance Department, 
P•rk and Recreation Department and Internal Auditing 
Department, except that before any appointment ohall be
come effective, the •aid appointment mll!!lt be •pproved 
by the County CommlHlon and If the same I• dioap
prowd the said appointment shall be void. In the event 
•uch appointment shall be d!Hpproved by the County 
Commission the appointment shall forthwith become null 
and void and thereupon the County Manager shall make • 
new appointment or appointments, each of which shall 
likewise be submitted for approval by tho County Com
mission. However, the right to suspend, remo\'9 or dis-
charge any department bead with or without cause, is re
served at all times to the County Manager. 

SECTION 3.05. RESTRICTIOH OH BOARD MEMBERS. 

Neither the Board nor any of its members llhall di
rect or request the appointment of any person to, or his 
removal from, office by the Manager or any of his sub
ordinates, or take part in the appointment or removal of 
officers and employees in the administrative services of 
the county. E:zcept for the purpose of inquiry, H pro
vided in Section l.OlA(20), the Board and Its members 
ah all deal with tho adminlstrall ve service solely through 
the Manager and neither the Board nor any members 
thereof shall give ordera to any auborclinates of the Mu
acer. either publicly or privately. Any wilful violation of 
the provisions of thi• Section by a member of the Board 
shall be grounds for his removal from office by an action 
brought In the Circuit Court by the State Attomoy of 
thla county. 

ADMINISTRATIVE ORGANIZATION 
AND PROCEDURE 

SECTION 4.01. DEPARTMEHTS. 

There shall be departmeftta of finance, perSOMel, 
planning, law, and auch other departments as may be 
eat•bliohed by adminlatmlve ardor of the Manager. All 
functions not otherwloo apeclflcally assigned to others 
by this Cb11rter shall be performed uoder the suporvlllion 
of the Manager. 

SECTION 4.02. ADMll(ISTRATIVE PROCEDURE. 
The Manager shall have the power to issue and 

place into effect administrative orders, rules, and regu· 
lations. The organi%ation and operating procedure of de
partments shall be set forth in administrative regulations 
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which the Manager shall develop. piece into effect by ad
ministrative orders, and submit to the Board. The Board 
may, by resolution, modify such orders, rules or regul•· 
tiona providing, however, no such orders, rules or regu· 
lationa creating, mer&ing, or combining departments, shall 
become effective until approved by resol1.1tion of the 
Board. 

SECTION 4.03. FINANCIAL ADMIHISTRATIOH. 

A. The department of finance shall be headed by a 
rinance director appointed by the Manager. The finance 
director shall have charge of the financial affairs of the 
county. 

B. On or before the date established by law, the Man-
ager shall recommend to the Board a proposed budget present· 
ina: 1 complete financial plan, including capital and operating 
budgets, for the ensuing fiscal year. A summary of the budget 
shall be published an4 the Board shall hold hearings on and 
•do pt a budget. 

C. No money shall be drawn from the county trea .... 
ury nor •hall any obligation for the expenditure of money 
be incurred except pursuant to appropriation and except 
that the Board may establish working capital, revolvinc, 
pension, or trust funds and may provide that expenditwea 
from •uch funds can be made without specific appropria
tiClfl. The Board, by ordinance. may transfer any unen
cumbered appropriation balance, or any portion thereof, 
from one department, fund, or agency to another, subject. 
to the provisions of ordinance, Any portion of the e•r,,. 
lngs or balance of the several funds, other than •lnkin& 
funds for obli&ations not yet retired, may be transferred 
to the general funds of the county by the Board. 

D. Contracts for public improvements end pu,.. 
chases of supplies, materials, and services other than 
professional shall be made whenever practicable on the 
basis of specifications and competitive bids. Formal 
sealed bids shall be secwed for all such contracts and 
purchases when the transaction involves the expenditure 
of $1,000 or more. The transaction ah.all be evidenced by 
written contract submitted and approved by the Board. 
The Board, upon written recommendation of the M~ager, 
may by resolution adopted by two thirds vote of the mem
bers present waive competitive bidding when it finds 
this to be in the best intereot of the county. 

E. Any county official or employee of the county 
who has a special financial interest, direct or indirect, 
In any action by the Board shall make known that Inter-

. est and shall refrain from votin\ upon or otherwi•e pa .... 
ticipllting in such transactioa. Wilful violation of thie 
Section ahall constitute malfeasance ln office, shall ef .. 
feet forfeiture of office or p011itJ.oa, and render the tran• 
action voidable by the Board. 

F. Such officers end employees of the county as 
the Boord may designate shall give bond In the amount 
ond with the aurety prescribed by the Board. The bond 
premiums shall be paid by the county. 



G. At the end of each fiscal year the Board shall 
provide for an audit by an independent certified public 
accountant designated by the Board of the accounts and 
finances of the county for the fiscal year just completed. 

H. The Budget Commi•sion created by Chapter 
21874, _Laws of Florida, 1943, ls hereby abolished, aod 
Chapter 21874 shall no longer be of any effect. 

SECTION 4.04. ASSESSMENT AND COLLECTION OF 
TAXES. 

A. Beginning with the tax year 1961, the county 
lax rolls prepared by the county shall be the only legal 
tax rolls in this county for the assessment and collection 
of county and municipal taxes. Thereafter no municipal
ity shall have an assessor or prepare an ad valorem tax 
roll. Each municipality shall continue to have the right 
to adopt its own budget, fix its own millage, and levy 
its own taxes. Each municipality shell certify its levies 
to the County Manager not later than 30 days aft er the 
county tax rolls have been finally approved by the Board. 
Any municipality may obtain a copy of this tax roll upon 
payment of the cost of preparing such a copy, and copies 
of the tax rolls shall be available for public inspection 
at reasonable times. Maps showing the assessed valua
tion of each parcel of property may be prepared and made 
available for sale to the public at a reasonable price. 

B. All county and municipal taxes for the tax year 
beginning January 1, 1961. and all subsequent tax years, 
shall be collected by the county on one bill prepared and 
aent out by the county. The amounts of county and muni· 
cipal taxes shall be shown Al separate items, and may 
be paid separately. 

C. Delinquent municipal taxes shall be collected 
in the same manner as delinquent county taxes. 

D. All the tax revenues collected for any munici
pality shall be returned monthly by the county to the 
n.unicipality. 

SECTION 4.05. DEPARTMENT OF PERSONNEL. 

A. The Board of County Commissioners shall 
establish end maintain persoMel and civil service, re
tirement, and group insurance programs. The personnel 
•ystem of the county shall be based on merit principles 
in order to foster effective career service in county em
ployment and to employ those persons bes: ')Ualified for 
county services which they are to perform. 

B. The County Manager shall appoint a personnel 
director who shall head the department of personnel and 
whose duty it shall be to administer the personnel and 
dvil service programs and the rules governing them. 
The standards of such programa shall not be lesa than 
those prevailing at the time of the effective date of this 
Charter. 

C. Except as provided. herein, Chapter 30255. Gen
eral Laws, 1955, as it exists on the effective date of this 
Charter. shall remain in effect until amended or changed 
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by ordinance of the Board of Coc:nty Commissioners 
adopted by two-thirds vote o[ the c::ieobers present after 
recommendation from either the Personnel Advisory 
Board or the County Manager. 

D. Employees of municipalities who, by merger, 
transfer, or assignment of govemmeatal units or func
tions become county employees, shall not lose the civil 
service rights or privileges which have •ccrued to the1:1 
durln& their period of employment with such munici
pality, and the county shall use Its best efforts to "'"PIO)' 
the .. employees within the limits of their capabilities. 
However, if because of the merger of a department or 
division of a aumicipality with tbe co1Z:lty, all of the ~ 
ployees of such department or division are mt.able to be 
employed by the coUDty either because of lock of funds 
or lack of work, the employee poss.esaing the pater 
amount of service shall be retaitted in accordance with 
civil service rules and regulations. Those employees who 
me not retained shall be pieced oa a priority list for 
employment by the county subject to seniority. Any noa
retained employee shall have the option. if a vacancy 
occurs or exists in another departmem., and if he is qual· 
ified to render the setvice required, to either accept such 
employment or remain OD the priority list u.atil sach tim• 
as employment shall be available for Elim in his own or 
similar classification. 

E. The pension plan presently provided by the 
state for county employees shall a.ot be impaired by the 
Board. Employees of municipalities, who by c:erger, 
transfer, or assignment of govetn.me"ntal a.nits or fw:actions 
become county employees shall not !ose their pe:ision 
rights. or any reserves accrued to ~ benefit during 
their period of employment with such can.fcipality. The 
Board of County Commissione~ shall provide a method 
by which these employees' rights and reserves shall be 
protected, end these employe-es shall cootinue g:itil re
tirement, dismissal, or death in a pension status no less 
beneficial than the status held by D~ at the time of 
merger or assignment. 

F. The Board of County CoClllissioners shall pJ'C>'o 
vi)ie and place into effect a practical group insttrance 
plan for all county employees. 

SECTION 4.06. DEPARTMEHT OF LAW. 

There shall be a county attorney appointed hy the 
Board of County Commissioners who s=:an serve at thl!!' 
will of the Board and who shall head the department of 
law. He shall devote his full tim~ to the- service of the 
county and shall serve as legal cou::sel to the Board. 
P.1anager, and all county departments. offices, and agen
cies. and perform such other legal duties as may be as
signed to him. With the 11Pproval of t!:.e Board. he may 
appoint such assistants as icay be oecessary in orde-r 
that his duties may be perfor.:ied pte1perly. The Board 
may employ special counsel for specific n~ds. 



SECTION 4.07. DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING. 

The department of planning shall be headed by a 
planning di • ..!ctor appointed by the County Manager. The 
planning director shall be qualified in the field of plan• 
ning by special training and experience. Under the supef"' 
vision of the Manager and with the advice of the PlaMing 
Advisory Board elsewhere provided for in this Charter, 
the planning director shall among other things! 

1. Conduct studies of county population, land use, 
facilities, resowces, and needs and other fac
tors which influence the county's development, 
and on the buis of such studies prepare such 
official and other maps and repor·s as, taken 
together, constitute a master plan for the wel
fare, recreational, economic, and physical de
velopment of the county. 

2. Prepare for review by the Planning Advisory 
Board, and for adoption by the Board of County 
Commissioners, zoning. subdivision and related 
regulation• for the unincorporated areas of the 
county and minimum standards goveming zon
ing, subdivision, and related regulations for 
the municipalities; and prepare recommenda
tions to effectuate the master plan and to co; 
ordinate the county's proposed capital improve
ments with the master plan. 

3. Review the municipal systems of planning. 
zoning, subdivi$ion, and related replati.ons 
and make recommendations thereon with a view 
to coordinating such municipal systems with 
one another and with those of the county. 

SECTION 4.08. BOARDS. 

(A) The Board or County Commissioners shall by or-
dinance create a Planning Advisory Board, a Zoning Appeals 
Board, and such other boards as it may deem necessary, pre
scribing in each case the number, manner of appointment, 
length of term, and advisory or quasi-judicial duties of mem
bers of such boards, who shall serve without compensation but 
who may be reimbursed for necessary expenses incurred in of
ficial duties, as may be determined and approved by the Board 
or County Commissioners. 

(B) The Board or County Commissioners may by or-
dinance provide for the expansion of the City of Miami Water 
and Sewer Board to an agency county -wide in scope and 
authority, with the power to acquire, construct and operate 
water and sewer systems within the incorporated and the un
in~rporated are3S of Dade County, which agency shall be 
known as the Miami-Dade Water and Sewer Authority. The 
Miami-Dade Water and Sewer Authority shall have the respon
sibility to develop and operate a county-wide water and sewer 
system for the purpose of providing potable water, sewage col
lection and disposal and water pollution abatement to the 
citizens of Dade County. 

(C) Dade County shall retain all its powers, including 
but not limited to that of eminent domain, in relation to the 

67 

aeation of a county-wide water and sewer system, for the pur
pcne of cooperating with the Miami-Dade Water and Sewer 
Authority. 

Editor's note-Section 4. 08 was amended by vote of th~ 
•let:toffll<OnOct. J, 1972, adding thl!lltoparagraphs(B) and 
(CJ. 

A.l2TICLl:•l'.i 

MUNICIPALITIES 

SECTION 5.01- CONTINUANCE OF MUNICIPALITIES. 

The municipalities in the county shall remain in 
existence ao long as their electors desire. No municl· 
pality in the county shall be abolished without approval 
of • majority of its electors voting in an election celled 
for that purpose. The right of self determination in local 
affairs is reserved and preserved to the municipelitiea 
except as otherwise provided in this Charter. 

SECTION 5.02. MUNICIPAL POWERS. 

Each municipality shall have the authority to exer
cise all powers relatin& to its local affair11 not incon
sistent with this Charter. Each municipality may pn>\lide 
for higher standards of zoning, service, and ~gu latlon 
than those provided by the Board of County Commis
sioners in order that ita individual character and stand
ards may be ·preserved. for its citizens. 

SECTION 5.03. MUNICIPAL CHARTERS. 

A. Ezcept as provided in Section S.04, any m:uni· 
cipality in the county may adopt, amend, or revoke a 
charter for its own government or abolish its existence 
.in th~ following manner. lta governing body shall, within 
120 daya after adopting a resolution or after the certifi· 
cation of a petition of ten percent of the qualified elect· 
ors of the municipality. draft or have drafted by a method 
determined by municipal ordinance a proposed ch art er, 
amendment, revocation, or abolition which shall be sub
mi tted to the e lee tors of the municipalities. Unless an 
election occws not less than 60 nor more than 120 days 
after the draft is submitted, the proposal shall be oub
mittecf at a special election withia that time. The govern· 
ing body ahall' make copies of the proposal available to 
the elector• not less than 30 days before the election. 
Alternative proposals may be oubmitted. Each proposal 
approved by a majority of the electors voting on such 
proposal shall become effective at the time fixed in the 
proposal. 

B. All municipal charters, amendments thereto, 
and repeals thereof shall be filed with the Clerk of the 
Circuit Court. 



SECTION 5.04. CHANGES IN MUNICIPAL 
BOUNDARIES. 

A. The planning director shall study municipal 
boundaries with a view to recommending their orderly 
adjustment, improvement, and establishment. Proposed 
boundary changes may be lnltl•ted by the Planning Ad
visory Board, the Board of County Commissioners, the 
eoveming body of a municipality, or by a petition of any 
person or group concerned.. 

B. The Board of County Commissioners, after ob-
taining the approval of the municipal governing bodies 
concerned, after hearing the recommendations of the 
Planning Advisory Board, and after a public hearing, 
may by ordinance effect boundary changes, unless the 
change involves the annexation or separation of an area 
of which more than 250 residents are electors, in which 
case an affirmative vote of a majority of those electors 
voting shall also be required. Upon any such boundary 
change any conflicting boundaries set forth in the char
ter of such municipality shall be considered amended. 

C. No municipal boundary shall be altered except 
as provided by this Section. 

SECTION 5.05. CREATION OF NEW 
MUNICIPALITIES. 

The Board of County Commissioners and only the 
Board may authorize the creation of new municipalities 
In the unincorporated areas of the county after bearing 
the recommendations of the Planning Advisory Board, 
after a public hearing, and after en affinnative vote of 
a majority of the electors voting and residing within the 
proposed boundaries. The Board of County Commis
sioners shall appoint a charter commission, consisting 
of five electors residing within the proposed boundaries, 
who shall propose a charter to be submitted. to the elect .. 
ors in the manner provided in Section 5.03. The new 
municipality shall have all the powers end rights granted 
to or not withheld from municipalities by this Charter 
and the Constitution and pneral laws of the State of 
Florida. 

SECTION 5.06. CONTRACTS WITH OTHE~ UNITS OF 
GOVERNMENT. 

Every municipality in this county shall have the 
power to enter into contracts with other governmental 
units within or outside the boundaries of the municipality 
or the county for the joint performance or performance 
by one unit in behalf of the other of any municipal func
tion. 

SECTION 5.07 FRANCHISE AND UTILITY TAXES. 

Revenues realized from franchise end utility taxes 
Imposed by municipalities shall belong to municipalities. 
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METROPOLITAN COURT 
SECTION 6.01. METROPOLITAN COURT 

ESTABLISHED. 

A cowt is hereby established, the name oC which 
shall be the Metropolitan Court.. 

SECTION 6.02. QUALIFICATIONS OF JUDGES. 

Metropolitan Court judges shall be citizens of the 
United States and of the State of Florida for three years 
and of the County of Dade one year, licensed to practice 
law in the state for at least eight years and possess any 
additional qualifications prescribed by law. 

SECTION 6.03. NOMINATION AND APPOINTMENT. 

A. The Board of County Commissioners sholl fill 
any vacancy in an office of Metropolitan Court juc!ge by 
appointing one of three nominees for ea:ch vacancy pre
sented to it by the Metropolita:o Court Sominatin1 Co~ 
cil. 

B. If within 60 days fro::. the Cate ii vacancy oc
curs the lt1etropolitan Court Nominating Council fails to 
submit to the Board of County Co::nmissioners three nom
inees for any such vacancy, then the Board of County 
Commissioners shall fill such vacaocy by a;ipointl:lent 
in any manner not otherwise incoasistent wi:h the pre> 
visions of this Article. 

C. If the Board of Couaty Co=::Ussioners shall 
fail to make an appointment within 60 Cays iroc:r. L'1e elate 
the list of nominees is presented to it~ the c.ppoi:i.tmeat 
shall be made by the Chairman oi the Metropolitan Cowt 
Nominating Council from the sa.::::i.e list of no.o.i:i~s. 

SECTION 6.04. APPROVAL OR REJECTION. 
A. De-claration of Candidacy. 

1. Any Metropolitan Court juC'ge who C'esi:e-s to 
continue in office after the expiration of his 
term, and as a condition precedent thereto. 
shall file with the Clerk of ti:.. Board of County 
Commissioners a written Declaratioa of Can
didacy for election to succeed him.self oor less 
than 60 days nor more than 90 days preee-ding 
the date of the first state pri:2ry el~oo at 
which his name is to be subclltted to the eleC:t· 
ors. 

8. Term of Office, 
I. Each Metropolitan Court joege shall, ;:., the 

manner provided. by law, be scbject to approval 
or rejection on a 11cmp11rtisan ballot at the first 
state primary election held more than one yem 
after his appointment. 

U This Artie~ is no lonpr aperatiV9. The: Metropolitan CoW1 wu 
mersed into the County Cour11 sysf21n with tmplemeoution. of the new 
Shltt judici.11 system. Article Vo~ •M Comdtmion ol 1968, u amende4. 



2. Thereafter, such Metropolitan Court judge shall 
be subject to approval or rejection in a like 
manner every sixth year, provided, however, 
that upon the initial election held after the 
effective date of this Article the aeven candi
dat ... :::; receiving the highest number of affirm ... 
tive votes shall each be elected for a six year 
term and the remaining six candidates shall 
each be elected for a four year term. Should 
a tie result, the outcome shall be determined 
by lot. 

C. Form of Ballot. 
At each election for judge, the ballot should be as 

follows: 
Shall Judge (name of Judge) of the Metropolitan 
Court be retained in office? 

For ______ _ Against-------

SECTION 6.05. VACANCY. 

The offices of alt incumbent judges of the Metropoli
Un Court become vacant on May 1, 19641 provided, how
ever 1 that the judges of the Metropolitan Court then in 
"office may remain in office until their respective suc
cessors are appointed in the manner as herein provided. 
Thereafter, a vacancy occurs upon the happening of any 
of the following: 

1. Ninety days after the election at which a judge 
is rejected by a majority of those voting on the 
question; 

2. Upon the expiration date of the term of a judge 
who fails to file a written Declaration of Can
didacy to succeed himself; 

3. An increase in the number of judges by the 
Board of County Commissioners; 

4. The death, resignation, retirement, removal 
from office or recall of any judge. 

SECTION 6.06 METROPOLITAN COURT HOMIHATIHG 
COUNCIL. 

A. Duty. 

There shall be a Metropolitan Court Nominating 
Council, the primary duty of which shall be to prepare a 
liat of three nominees for each vacancy occurring on the 
Metropolitan Court Bench for submission to the Board of 
County Commissioners. 

B. M•mb•rs, Numb•r, Type and S.lsction. 
1. The Metropolitan Court Nominating Council 

shall serve without compensation except for 
reimbursement for necessary expenses incurred 
1n official duties, and shall consist of nine as 
follows: 

(a) The Presiding Circuit Judge of the Elev
enth Judicial Circuit in and for Dade County 
shall act as Chairman. In the event the Pre
siding Circuit Judge shall fail to accept the 
appointment, or having assumed office shall 

69 

for any reason cease to continue to act or there 
be no Presiding Circuit Court Judge, the Board 
of County Commission"ers ahall appoint any 
judge of the Eleventh Judicial Circuit in and 
for Dade County, Florida. to act as Chairman; 

(b) Three active members of The Florida Bar, 
In &ood 1tonding, residin1 in Dado County, 
shall be elected by the active membora of The 
Florida Bar, in gnod atandin&, reaiding in Dade 
County, under such piocedure ao establiahed by 
the Board of County Commiulonera. 

(c) Five shall be reaidents of Dade County, 
not admitted to practice law, who shall be ap
pointed by the Boaid of County Commiosionera. 

C. Member•' T ern.s. 
The members of the Metropolitan Court Nominatlq 

Council shall be appointed or elected within 45 days of 
the effective date of this Article and the initial terms of 
office for members nf the Metropolitan Court Nominating 
Council, other than the Chairman shall be as follows: 

2 Lay Members 6 Year Term 
2 Lay Members 5 Year Term 
1 Lay Member 4 Year Term 
1 Lawyer Member 6 Year Term 
1 Lawyer Member S Year Term 
1 Lawyer Member 4 Year Tenn 

Thereafter, each member shall be appointed or elect· 
ed, consistent with other provisions of this Article, for 
a six year term. 

D. Vacancte1. 
Vacancies shall be filled for the unexpired term in 

like manner as provided for Initial selection of members 
of the Metropolitan Court Nominating Council. 

E. RegulatlOll of M ... bora. 

No member of the Metropolitan Court Nominatln1 
Council, except the Chairman, shall hold any other public 
office for profit or office in a political party or organiza
tion and shall not be eligible for appointment to the 
Metropolitan Court Beach while a member of the Metro
politan Court Nominating Council and for a period of 
five years thereafter. 

F. Addltionol DullH. 

1. The Metropolitan Court Nominating Council is 
empowered to initiate removal proceedings 
•aainat any Metropolitan Court judge for non
fea1ance, malfeasance or m!afeasance in office. 

2. The Metropolitan Court Nominating Council 
ab.all conduct atudi:ea for improvement of the 
administration of justice and make reports 
and recommendations to the Board of County 
Commissioners at Interval.a of not more than 
twoyeara. 

3. The Metropolitan Court Nominating Council 
shall perform such other duties as may be ae
ligned by law. 



SECTION 6.07. INCAPACITY OF JUDGES. 

Whenever the Metropolitan Court Nominating Coun
cil certifies to the Board of County Commissioners that 
a Metropolitan Court judge appears to be so incapaci
tated as substantially to prevent him from perfonning 
his jydicial duties, the Board of County Commissioners 
shall inquire into the circumstances and may retire the 
judge. 

SECTION 6.08. RECALL. 

Metropolitan Court judges shall be subject to recall 
in the manner as provided in Section 7 .02 of the Home 
Rule Charter 

SECTION 6.09. REMOVAL OF JUDGES. 

Upon initiation of removal proceedings by the Metro
politan Court Nominating Council, or by the Board of 
County Commissioners, judges of 'the Metropolitan Court 
may be subject to removal for nonfeasance, malfeasance 
or misfeasance in the performance of official duties by 
tw~thirds vote of the members of the Board of County 
Conunissioners, after appropriate hearing. 

SECTION 6.10. RETIREMENT OF JUDGES. 

Every judge of the Metropolitan Court shall retire at 
the age of 70 years. 

SECTION 6.11. HUMBER OF JUDICIAL POSITIONS 

The Board of County Commissioners shell determine 
the number of judges of the Metropolitan Coutt as in its 
opinion is deemed necessary to administer promptly and 
expeditiously the business of the Court. 

In the event the Board of County Commissioners 
determines to decrease the number of judicial positions 
on the Metropolitan Court, such decision can only take 
effect ~on the expiration of• re&1Jlar term of office. 

At such time as the decrease in the number of Judi· 
cial positions on the Metropolitan Court becomes effec
tive, those judges whose terms of office expire may run 
for election for the then existing offices, consistent with 
other provisions of this Article. In this event, those 
Judges receiving the highest number of affirmative vote• 
shall fill the said judicial vr:11cancies. 

SECTION 6.12. COMPEHSATIOH OF JUDGES. 

Judges of the Metropolitan Court shall receive com
pensation as prescribed. by law. Compensation of judges 
shall not be diminished during their terms of office. 

SECTION 6.13. RESTRICTIONS OH JUDGES. 

No judge of the Metropolitan Court shall, dwing his 
term of office, engage in the practice of law. No judge 
shall, during his term of office, run for elective office 
other than the judicial office which he holds, or direc::tly 
or indirectly make Blly contribution to, or hold any office 
in, a political party or organization, or take part in any 
political campaign. 
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SECTION6.14. EFFECTIVE DATE. 

The provisions of thla Article •bl! become effective 
February 1, 1964. 

SECTION 6.15. JURISDICTION AND PROCEDURE. 

A. The Court ahall line jari.sdictloa to try all 
casee orlsin1 under ordinances edopt.cl by the Board. 

B. The clerk of the Metiopoli- Comt shall be 
appointed by the Board. The cledt rrmy appoint dei)lltJ 
clerb upon approval of the Mmapr. The Comt may 
bold aeasioaa Jn sach placff u the Bocd may dealr 
nate. 

C. Aneata, complalnta, proaeaitioaa, and convic
tion• ahall be Instituted and piocessed i4 the meOMr 
provided by the rules of the Coart. libe'1 the complalnt 19 
made In the name of the COWlty, a formal complalnt aliall 
aot be neceuary to &Ive the Com! jvrUd.\ctlon of of• 
fenaea triable in such Com!, but the accwoed may be 
tried for the offense for which be 19 clocketed, provided 
ouch docket enby is suf:fldent to pat Iba scc:used "P"" 
notice of the offense with which be is chupd. 

D. No person shall upon conviction for the viol• 
lion of any county ordinonce be punished by a fine H• 

ceediaa $1,000 or Imprisonment In the county joll for 
more than one year or by both sach n... and lmpriao,.. 
men!. If the offense is pwUshable by a fine exeeedlnc 
ssoo· or Imprisonment In the connty Jo:il for more than 60 
days, the accuaed aboll be ent!Ued to a trio! by jury 
upon demand. 

E. All prosecutioos for violations of any ordin
ance punishable by fine or lmpri__,,t sholl be con
ducted by the State Attomey of this =tJ, U he be will• 
ins. and, if aot, by the department of law. The Board may 
by oi:dlnance provide for a public def0<1<ler. 

F. Appeals will lie to the Ciratlt Court of thhl 
county from any final judpent. All sach opt>@d• shall 
be taken within 20 days from the "11Jy of the jua~nt 
in the manner provided by the rules ot the Circuit Court. 
The decision of the Circuit Comt shall be subject to 
review in the same manner and within the same time as 
any other decision of the Circ:ult Coar!. 

G. The Judges of the Mettopol.ltan Coar! are hereby 
-owered to adopt rules of procedme govemln& the 
Court, to punish for contempt of court includ!ni imprioon
ment not in excess of 48 boars, to iuoe sevcb warrents, 
end to fix the amo- of bell and appool b onda. The 
f1id1n and the clerb or their depULin may odminlstOT 
~tbs, iasue witness subpoeau, md wuraats for arrest. 



A.~TIC:Ll:• "I 
INITIATIVE, REFERENDUM, AND RECALL 
SECTION ;.Ol. INITIATIVE AND REFERENDUM. 

The electors of the county shall have the power to 
propose tp the Board of County Commissioners passage 
or repeal of ordinances Rnd to \'ote on the q uestioa if 
the Board refuses action, according to the following 
procedwe: 

1. The person proposing the exercise of this 
power shall submit the proposal to the Board 
which shall without delay approve as to form 
a petition for circulation in one or several 
copies as the proposer may desire. 

2. The person or persons circulating the petition 
shall, within one month of the approval of the 
form of the petition, obtain the signatwes of 
voters in numbers at least equal to five per
cent of the total vote in the county for the 
office of Governor at the last preceding guber
natorial general election, or 10,000, whichever 
is less. Each signer of a petition shall place 
thereon, after his name, the date, and his place 
or residence or precinct number. Each person 
circulating a copy of the petition shall attach 
to it a sworn affidavit stating the number of 
signers and the fact that each signature was 
made in the presence of the circulator of the 
petition. 

3. The signed petition shall be filed with the 
Board which shall within 30 days order a can· 
vass of the signatures thereon to determine the 
sufficiency of the signatures. Ir the number of 
signatures is insufficient or the petition is 
deficient as to form or compliance with this 
Section, the Board shall notify the person filing 
the petition and allow 30 days for filing of ad
ditional petition papers, at the end of which 
time the sufficiency or insufficiency of the 
petition shall be finally determined. 

4. The Board shall within 30 days after the date 
a sufficient petition is presented either: 

(a) Adopt the ordinance as submitted in an 
initiatory petition or repeal tl1e ordinance re-
ferred to by a referendary petition, or 

(b) Determine to submit the proposal to the 
electors. 

S. The vote of the electors, if reqU.ired, shall take 
place within 120 days after the date the peti
tion is presented to the Board, preferably in 
an election already scheduled for other pur
poses, otherwise in • special election. The 
result shall be determined by a majority vote 
of the electors voting on the proposal. 

6. An ordinance proposed by initiatory petition 
or the repeal of an ordinance by referendary 
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petition shall be effective on the day after 
the election, except that: 

(•) Any reduction or elimination of existing 
revenue or any expenditwes not provided for 
by the current budget or existing bond issues 
•hall not take effect until the beginning of the 
next succeeding fiacal year; and 

(b) Rights accumulated under an ordinance 
between the time a certified referendary peti
tion against the ordinance is presented to the 
Board and the repeal of the «dinance by the 
voters,shau·not be enforced•galnst the county; 
and 

(c) Should two or more ordinances adopted at 
the same election have conflicting provision•, 
the one receiving the highest number of votn 
ahall prevail as to thoee provisions. 

7. An ordinance adopted by the electorate through 
Initiatory proceedings shall not be amended or 
repealed by the Board for a period of one year 
ofter the election at which it WH adopted, but 
thereafter it may be amended or repealed lllce 
any other ordinance. 

SECTION 7.02. RECALL. 
Any member of the Board of County Commisaioo.ena 

or the Sheriff or any Constable may be removed from 
office by the electors of the county, district, or munlcl• 
pality by which he was chosal. The procedure on a re
call petition shall be identical with that for an initiatory 
or referendary petition, except that: 

1. The Clerk of the Circuit Court shall approve 
the form of the petltloo. 

2. The person or persons circulatiAg the petition 
mut obtain signatures of electors of the coun
ty, district, or municipality concerned in num
~ at least equal to ten percent or 10,000 
whichever is smaller, of the qualified voters 
in the county, district, or municipality. 

3. The signed petition shall be filed with and 
convaased and certified by the Clerk of the. 
Circuit Court. 

4. The Board of County Commissioners must pro
vide for a recall election not lesa than 45 nor 
more than 90 days after the certification of 
the petition. 

S. The question of recall. shall be placed on the 
ballot in a manner that will give the elector a 
clear choice for or against the recall. The re
sult shall be determined by a major I ty vote of 
the electors voting on the queotlon. 

6. U the majority la against recall the officer 
shall continue in office under the terma of his 
previous election. If tho majority la for recall 
he ahall, reg•rdlesa of any defect in the recall 



petition, be deemed removed from office im-
mediately. 

7. No recall petition against such an officer shall 
be certified within one year after be takes of
fice nor within one year after a recall peti
tion against him is defeated. 

8. Any vacancy created by recall in the offices of 
Sheriff or Constablea shall be filled for the re
maining term by appointment by the Board of 
County Commissioners, or the Board may re-
quire the office to be filled at the next regular 
election or at a special election called for that 
purpose. 

A.~TICLl:•S 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 
' 

SECTION 8.01. ABOLITION OF CERTAIN OFFICES 
AND TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS. 

A. Ou May 1, 1958, the following offices are here-
by abolished and the powers and functions of such offi
ces ·are hereby transferred to the County Manager who 
Mall provide for the continuation of all the duties and 
functions of these offices required under the Constitution 
and general laws of this state: County Assessor of 
Tax.es, County Tax Collector, County Surveyor, County 
Purchasing Agent, and County Supervisor of Registr~ 
lion. 

B. The County Manager may delegate to suitable 
persons the powers and functions of such officers, pro
vided however that until the term of office for which 
they were elected shall tennin•te the County Assessor 
of Taxes. the County Tax Collector, the County Super
visor of Registration, and the County Purchasing Agent 
shall each if he so desires cemain in his position and 
receive the same salary as presently provided for by 
statute. 

C. Jn the event that other elective officers are 
abolished by the Board, the Board shall provide that any 
·person duly elected to such office shall if h..? so desires 
remain in the same or similar position arll.1 receive the 
aam.e salary for the remainder of the term for which he 
was electe-d, and shall provide for the continuation of 
all duties and funr~ions of these offices required under 
the Constitution and general laws. 

D. On November 90 1966, the Office of Sheriff is 
hereby abolished and the powers and functions of such 
office are hereby transferred to the County Manager, who 
ahall ptovide for the continuation of all the duties and 
fu"'.Ctions of this office required under the Constitution 
and General Laws of this State. The County Manager may 
delegate to a suitable person or persons the powera and 
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functions of such officer. Section 1.01 A (19) (a) of this 
Charter is amended by deleting the word uSheriff" and 
subsections (b) and (c) ate repealed. 

SECTION 8.02. RESERVED 

SECTION 8.03. TORT LIABILITY. 
The county shall be liable in actions of tort to the 

same extent that municipalities hi the State of Florida 
are liable in actions in tort. However_, oo suit shll ll be 
maintained against the county for dac:ages to persons 
or property or for wrongful. death arising out of any tort 
unless written notice of claim shall first have been given. 
to the county jn the manner and within the time provided. 
by ordinance, except that the time fixed by ordinance for 
notice shall be not less thaa 30 days nor more than 120 
days. 

Not~: Waiver of County'• ton iffl.lltanily lield uneo~ 
11i1u<ional in Kaulaki• v. Boy4,Fla. 1962, 138 So.2d 505. 

SECTION 8.04. SUPREMACY CLAUSE. 
A. This Charter and the ordinaoces adopted here

under shall in cases of conflict supersede all c:iunicipal 
charters and ordinances, except as bereia. provided, and 
where authorized by the Constitution. shall in cases of 
conflict supersede all special and general laws of the 
state. 

B. All other speci•l and general Jaws and county 
otd.inances and rules and regulatioas not inconsistent 
with this Charter shall continue in effect uotil they are 
a1,1perseded by ordinance adopted by the Board pW"suanl 
to this Oarter and the Constitution.. 

SECTIOtl 8.05. EXISTING FRANCHISES, CONTRACTS, 
AND LICENSES. 

All lawful franchises,. contracts. and licenses in 
force on the effective date of this Charter sball continue 
in effect until terminated or modified i:l accordance with 
their terms or in the manner pravided by law or this 
Charter. 

SECTION 8.06. EFFECT OF THE CHARTER. 
A. This Charter shall be liberally construed in aid 

of its declared purp°ose, which is to est11blish effect!.., 
home rule government in this county responsive to the 
people. If any Article, Section, subsed:ion, sentence, 
dauae, or provision of this Charter or the application 
thereof shall be held invalid lor aay reason.the- remainder 
of the Charter and of any ordinance• or regulations made 
thereuader shall remain in full force a:id effect. 



B. Nothing in this Charter shall be construed to 
limit or restrict the power and jurisdiction or the Florida 
Railroad and Public Utilities Commission. 

SECTIONS.07. AMENDMENTS. 

A. Amendments to this Charter may be proposed by 
• -resolution adopted by the Board or County Comrni1-
aioners or by petition or electors numbering not leas than 
ten percent or the total number of electors registered in 
Dade County at the time the petition is submitted to the 
Board. Initiatory petitions shall be certified in the man
ner requited for initiatory petitions for an ordinance. 

B. Amendments to this Charter may be proposed 
by initiatory petitions of electors biennially, only during 
even numbered years in which state primary and general 
elections are held. All elections on charter amendments 
proposed by initiatory petitions shall be held in con .. 
junction with state primary or ,general elections, unlea1 
the Board of County Commissioners shall determine to 
call a special election by two-thirds vote of the entire 
membership. 

C. Amendments to this Charter may be proposed by 
the Board of County Commisaioners at any time. Elec
tions on charter amendments proposed by the Board shall 
be held not less than 60 nor more than 120 days after the 
Board adopts a resolution proposing any amendment. 

D. The result of all elections on charter amend· 
ments shall be determined by a majority of the electors 
voting on the proposed amendment. 

SECTION 8.08 REVISIONS. 

At least once in every 5 year period the Board shall re
view the Charter and determine whether or not there is a need 
for revision. Ir the Board detennines that a revision is needed, 
it shall establish a procedure for the preparation of a proposed 
revision of the Charter. The proposed revision shall then be 
presented to the Board for review. modification and approval. 
If the Board approves such proposed revision, either with or 
without modification, it shall present such prop;:,sed revision 
to the eJectorate in accordance with the provisions of Section 
8.07 (C) and (D). Simultaneous elections may be held on a 
proposed revision and on individual amendments that are 
proposed. 

SECTION 8.09. EFFECTIVE DATE. 

This Charter shall become effective 60 days after it 
la ratified by a majority of the qualified electors of the 
county voting on the Charter. 
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ORDINANCE NO. 74-lQQ 

ORDINANC!: ADOPTING AND tNACTING AS 
PART I or THE COMPREHEllSIVE DEVELCP!IENT 
MAST!:R Pt AN FDR METROPOLITAN DADE COUNTY, 
FLORIDA, ALL C/,PITALIZtD SECTION HEADINGS 
CONTAINED IN DOCUMENT ENTITLED, "RECOM.'-!EllDED '. 
METROPOLITAN DEVELOPMENT POLICIES AS PROPOSED 
BY METROPOLIT/,N DADE COUNTY PLANNING ADVISORY 
BOARD AND METROPOLITAN DADE COUNTY PLAN~lING 
DEPARTMENT" ; ACCEPT.ING THE REMAINDER OF THE 
SAID DCCUME!IT AS A FURTHER GUIDE FOR THE 
PREPARATION AND IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 
COMPRE!IENSI'!E DEVELOPMENT MASTER PLANJ 
~rnurorlG ALL COUNTY AGENCIES TO SE 
GUIDED BY SAID DEVELOPMENT POLICIES; 
INSTRUCTING PLANNING DEPARTMENT l'JID 
PLANNING ADVISORY BOARD TO PREPARE AND 
IMPLEMEHT PARTS II AHO III OF METROPOLITAN 
DADE COUNTY COl1PREHE?IS IVE MASTER !'LAN 
CONSISTENT 1-iITH SAID DEVELOP.'IENT POLICIESt 
PROVIDING FOR INCLUSION IN CODE' PROVIDING 
SEVERABILITY, AND PROVIDING A.~ Ef'FECTIVE 
DATE 

WHEREAS, the Metropolitan Dade County Planning Department 

and Pl5nning Advisory Board have recommended, following numerous 

public hearings, the adoption of Part I of the Comprehensive 

Development Master Plan, said document entitled RReeommended 

Metrc?Olitan Oevelopement Policies as Proposed by Metropolitan 

Dade County Planning Advisory Board and ~etropolitan Dade County 

-Planning Department", which is .,_basic summary of the qoals, 

objectives and policies enunciated by the six citizen advi•ory 

task ~orces; and 

WHEREAS, it is the desire of the County Corrunission to enact 

policies, goals and cbjectives to further guide the development 

~nd i~plemcntation Of Parts II and III of the Comprehensive 

'"Development ~aster Plan and the growth and devoloplftent of Metro-

politan Dade County, Florida; and 

WHEREt\S, the recommendation of the Planning Advisory Board 

and Planning Department contains a sanunary of the work of six 

citi:en advisory task force! and contains broad goals, policy 

statc~ents and ob;ectivcs, some of which state measures to be 

imple;:-.entcd r.3thcr than poliC'y sta.tcrnents per se1. and 
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~~EREAS, it is the Doard's deRire to ~nact policy atatements 

to be later followed by specific ordinances for implementation 

purposes; a·nd 

WHEREAS, the document entitled "ReCommended Metropolitan 

Development Policies as Proposed by Metropolitan Dade County 

Planning Advisory .Board and Metropolitan Dade County Planning 
' 

oepart~ent" has been reviewed for the purpose of extractinq 

those•statements which represent policy statements, 

t:ow' THEREFORE. !IE IT ORDl\INEL !IY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS OF DADE COU!lTY, FLORIDI\, that: 

Section l. The Board of County Commissioners of 

Metro~~litan Dade County, Florida, hereby _adopts and enacts· a• 

Part I of ·the Comprehensive Development Master Plan the followinq 

capitalized section headinqs contained in the document entitled 

•aeca.:" .. '11.ended Metropolitan Development Policies as Proposed by 

Metre?olitan Dade County Planning Advisory Board and Matropolitan 

Dade County Planninq Department": 

I, GROWTH t1J\Nl\GE-U:NT 

DADE COUNTY MUST PLAN FOR A1~D MJINAGE ITS POPULATION r.!<ON'l'H UT ll 
MANliE COMPATIBLE WITH PRESERVING TUE !11\TUML ENVIRONME'lT, rnsURI!IG 
THE p;ovISION or SERVICES. A~!D PROTECTING NATURAL AND 'll\N-!11\DE 
AMEKI:IES. 

II, PROVISION OF SERVICES 

n!St'.;t;: THAT APPROPRIATE SERVICES, INCLUDING ENERGY, ARE COORDIIJJIT:'!D 
lilTH DEVELOPMENT AtlO REDEVELOPMENT, l\ND l\llE l\V.l\ILl\BLE TO JILL. 

Ill. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 

ACHIE\"E A HARMONIOUS RELl\TIONSHIP BETWEEN MJ\!I AND HIS ENVIRONMF.NT 
AND ASSURE FOR ALL CITIZENS 1\ND TOURISTS A HEALTHY AND AESTllf.TICl\L!.\' 
PLEAS!XG SURROUNDING, l\llD EDGC,\TE DADE COUNT\'' S RESIDENTS l\S TO 
THEIR ~OLE WITHrn A:m RBLATIONSHIP TO THE TOThL ENVIRotlMENT. 
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IV, DEVELOPMENT PATTERN 

PROVIDE THE BEST POSSIBLE DISTRIBUTION OF LHlD usi:s. BY TYPE NID 
OENSI':.,, TO MEET THE PHYSICAL, SOCIAL, CULTURAL AND ECDNCW,IC NEEDS 
OF THE ?RESENT AND FUTURE RESIDENT AND TOURIST POPULATION IN A 
MANNE!\ :·;HICH WOULD MAINTAIN OR IMPROVE TJ!E QUALITY OF THE NATURAL 
Al~O MA:l-MACJ: ENVIRONMENT. 

Plans for the dev~lopment or redevelopment of munici~ 
palities should be consistent with the policies of the 
County's Comprehensive Development Master Plan. 

To provide adequate housing for all segments of the 
c~mmunity, including for low and moderate income persons. 

V, TRANSPORTATION 

PROVID~ ACCESS TO EMPLOY~1ENT AND THE FJ\CILITIES AND SERVICES OF 
THE E:::IRE METROPOLITAN AREA; PLAN FOR l.\OBILITY, OPPORTUNITY, 
VARIET"l, ENERGY CONSERVATION AND l.\INIMUM TRAVEL TIMES ANO COSTS, 
SAFETY, COMFORT AND CONVENIENCE WHILE TRAVELillG; AND PROVIDE FDR 
EFFICI~:lCY, ECDND!•Y ru'JD A WELL-BALANCED, INTEGRATED TRANSPORTP.TION 
SYSTE:·: WITHIN DADE COUNTY .. VIITHOUT DETRACTING FROM THE QUALITY OF 
LIFE C' THE COMMUNITY. 

Public or mass transportation should be given top 
priority as a positive tool to support and improve 
the viability of the County and the region. 

Provide a system of transportation facilities which 
will anticipate the need for the movement of people 
and storage of goods and vehicles. 

' 
Coordinate and integrate the County transportation 
facilities with surrounding activities so that these 
facilities contribute to the enrichment of the physical 
environment of Dade County .. 

Transportation facilities should be planned and designed 
to conserve energy and other natural resources and 
existing man-made facilities and to reduce the total need 
for new public investment. 

Development within a reasonable radius of iapid Transit 
Terminals should be considered as having county-wide 
impact and managed consistent with overall county-wide 
qoals. 

VI, ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL NEEDS 

FOSTER THJ\T TYPE OF ECONOMIC GROWTH AND rnsTITtlTE THOSE SOCIAL 
PROGR.;.':S THAT WILL !HP ROVE THE QUALITY OF LIFE OF ALL DADE COUNTY'S 
RESIOE:ITS. 

To support and promoto the cultural arts and spiritual 
values of our citizens, 
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\'II. GOVERNMENTAL REGULATION AND ADMINISTRATION 

IMPROVE THE PROCESS OF EVALUATING DEVELOPMENT AND REDEVELOPMEtlT 
PROJEC7S TO ACHIEVE CREATIVE DEVELOPMENTS WHICH ARE COORDl!IATED 
llITH 5:;RVICES AND TO INSURE THE HARMONIOUS RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN 
MA:l A!;O HIS E!IVIRONllE!IT, 

PLANS )!ADE AT VARIOUS LEVELS OF GOVERNMENT SHOULD BE COOROINA
'l'ED K::'H EACH OTHER AND SHOULD INVOLVE CITIZl!:N PAR'l'ICIPATION 
ANO I::PUT OURrnG THE ENTIP.E PROCESS, 

l'ROVID:S MORE EFFICU::?!T TOOLS A!IO SYSTEMS OF IJllPLEMEllTINr. THE 
COMPP.:SHEtlSIVE DEVELOHlEUT MASTER PLAN. 1 

!tection a. It is hereby determined that the remaining 

stater.ents of policies, qoals and objectives contained on pages 

1 through 27 of the document entitled "Recommended Metropolitan 

oevelo?ment Policies as Proposed by Metropolitan Dade County 

Plann!~g Advisory•Board and Metropolitan Dade County Planninq 

Depar~~ent" are accepted as a guideline for further implementa-

tion by the Board of County Commissioners and all aqencies o~ 

Metropolitan Dade County in the .further preparation and imple

mentation of Parts II and III of the Comprehensive De~alopment 

Madter Plan for Metropolitan Dade County, Florida, 
' 

Section 3. It is hereby determined that all agencies of 

Metropolitan Cade County, Florida, shall be guided b!' the develop-

ment policies contained in Section 1 of this ordinance. 

Section 4. The Metropolitan Dade County Planning Advisory 

Board and Planning Department are hereby instructed to further 

prepa:e and implement Parts II and III of the Comprehensive 

oevelo?ment Master Plan for Metropolitan Dade County, Plorida, 

in a ~anner consistent with the development policies contained 

in Section 1 of this ordinance. Further, in carryinq out this 

said duty, the Plannin9 Advisory Board and Planning Department 

shall be guided by those goals, policies and objectives referred 

to in Section 2 hereof. 
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It is the intention of the County Commission, 

and it is hereby ordained, that the provisions of this ordinance 

ahall become and be made a part of the.Code of Metropolitan Dade 

County, Florida; that the sections of this Qrdinance may be 

renU!"'-bered or relettered to accomplish such intention; and that 

the word "ordinance" may be changed to "section", •a.rticl•", or 

other appropriate word. 

Section 6. If any section, subsection, sentence, clause 

or provision of this ordinance is held invalid, the remainder of 

this ordinance shall not be affected by such invalidity, 

Section 7. The ~revisions of this ordinance shall become 

effective ten (lO) days after the date of its enactment. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED: December 4, 1974 

Approved by County Attorney as~ ~'h 
form and legal su~ficiency.~~~~J~,·~ir.~~ 
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ORDINANCE NO. 
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~qcnd<> Item No. l ta) 
3-31-75 

75-22 

ORDINANCE ACCEPTING AND ADOPTING THE 
COMPREHENSIVE DEVELOPMENT MASTER PLAN 
FOR METROPOLITAN DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA; 
PROVIDING FOR INCORPORATION OF WHEREAS 
CLAUSES BY REFERENCE; ESTABLISHING 
DECLARATIONS AND FINDINGS OF FACT IN 
PREAMBLE; PROVIDING FOR LEGAL STATUS 
OF SAID PLAN; ESTABLISHING RELATIONSHIP 
OF SAID PLAN TO COUNTY AGENCIES, BOARDS 
AND DEPARTMENTS; ESTABLISHING NECESSITY 
FOR FURTHER IMPLEMENTATION AND CREATING 
PROCESS FOR AMENDMENT; PROVIDING FOR 
REPEAL; PROVIDING FOR INCI.USION IN CODE: 
PROVIDING SEVERABILITY: AND PROVIDING AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE 

WHEREAS, Metropolitan Dade County has engaged in compre

hensive metropolitan planning in order to guide ita future 

'ro~~h and deve~opment and to encourage the most appropriate 

use of land, water and resources consistent with the public 

~nterest; to conserve, promote, protect and improve the 

public health, safety, comfort, good order, appearance, 

convenience and general welfare; to prevent the overcrowding 

of land and avoid undue concentration of populationr to 

~aci!itate the adequate and efficient provision of trans-

portation, water,,sewerage, schools, parks, cultural, his

torical, recreational faciliti6s, housing and other require-

iaents and services, and to conserve, develop, utiliie and 

protect natural resources within its jurisdiction: an~ 

WHEREAS, the metropolitan planning program for Dade 

County has been and shall continue to be a continuous and 

onqoin9 process: and 

WHEREAS, in furtherance of the matters heretofore set 

forth, the Dade County Board of County Commissioners approved 

by Resolution No. 11485 a General Land Use Master Plan on 

November 30, 1965; and 
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:·.'HEREAS, pursuant to Resolution No. R-723-71, adopted 

May 18, 1971, the Dade County Board of county Commissioners 

acknowledged the submission of the inltial phase of the 

Miami Urban Area Transportation Study which is presently 

being revisedJ and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Resolution No. R-285-70, adopted 

March 11, 1970, the Dade County Board of County Commissio~ers 

approved a Recreation and Open Space Master Plan; and 

WHEREAS, on June 4, 1969, the Dade County Board of 

County Commissioners adopted a Library Facilities ~-taster 

Plan; and 

WHEREAS, pJrsuant to Resolution Na. R-918-73, adopted 

July 31, 1973, the Dade County Board of County Commissioners 

approved a Water Quality Manaqement Master PlanJ and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Resolution No. R-456-73, adopted 

April 16, 1973, the Dade County Board of County Commi11ioners 

adopted a Solid Waste Management naster Plan; and 

WHEREAS, the 'Metropolitan Dade County Planning Department 

is presently preparing a Fire Protection and Rescue Facilities 

Maseer Pla~, with completion estimated in 1975; and 

WHEREAS, in 1973, the ~~etropolitan Dade County Planning 

Department prepared an Educational Facilities and Programs 

Master Plan; and 

WHEREAS, in 1973, the Metropolitan Dade County Planning 

Cepar~~ent prepared a Cultural Facilities Master PlanJ and 

WHEREAS, in 1974, the Metropolitan Dade County Planning 

Advisory Board proposed to the Dade County' Board of County 

Commissioners a Bikeways Master Plan, and 
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WHEREAS, in 1968, the Dade County Board of County 

Commissioners initiated a comprehensive Public Housinq 

'rogram for Dade County, Florid~ and said program is being 

continually revie~ed and updated; and . 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Decade of Progress nond Issue, 

the Board of County Commissioners has adopted ordinances for 
I 

the issuance of General Obligation Bonds for sanitary seweraqe 

1y1tems: for a unified transportation system; for street and 

aafety improvements 1 for ·solid waste disposal facilities r 

for constructing and improving public library buildings; for 

p;oviding health care facilities; for recreational and 

qultural improv~ments and facilities and for a zoological 

park, and has provided funding for numerous other capital 

Ui,provements, facilities and projectsi a.nd 

WHEREAS, by Ordinance No.·74-lOO, adopted December 4, 

1974, the Dade County Board of County Commissioners has 

enacted and adopted the Metropolitan Development Policies as 

Part I of the Comprehensive Development Master Plan, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 

COl-!.~ISS!ONERS OF DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA, that1 

Section l. Incorporation By Reference. The mAtters 

set forth above are hereby incorporated by reference and are 

made a part of this ordinance as exhibits attached herato. 

Section 2. Preamble, [Declarations and Findings of 

Fact}. The Board of County Commissioners for Metropolitan 

Dade County, Florida, hereby declares and'finds that uncoordinated 

use of lands within the County threatens the orderly development, 

the environment of the County, and the health, safety, 
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order, convenience, prosperity and welfare or the people of 

this County. The Board of County Commissioners recognizing 

that man depends on his biological and physical surroundings 

for food, shelter, and other needs, and for cultural enrichment 

aa well; in recognizing further the profoun~ impact of man's 

activity on the inter-relations of all components of the 

natural environment, particularly the profoUnd influences of 
. I 

population growth, high-density urbanization, industrial 

expansion, resource utilization and exp.loitation, and new 

and expanding technological advances and recognizing further 

the critical importance of restoring and ma.intaininq environ-

mental quality to the overall welfare and development of 

111&n, declare• thl!.t it is_the continuing pqlicy of Metropolitan 

Dade County, Florida, in cooperation with federal, state, 

~eqional and local qovernments, and other concerned public 

and private organizations, to ~se all reasonable means and 

measures to: a) foster and promote the general welfar•1 b) 

to create and maintain conditions under which man and nature 
' 

can exist in productive harmonyr and c} to fill the so~ial, 

economic and othet requirements of th8 present and future 

qenerations of citizens of MetrOpolitan Dade County, Florida. 

Accordingly, it is the purpose of this Commission in adopting 

the ~etropolitan Dade County Comprehensive Land Use Ma$ter 

Plan to declare a County policy which will encourage productive 

and enjoyable harmony between man and his envirorunent, to 

promote reasonable efforts which will pr'event or eliminate 

unreasonable or unnecessary damage to the environment and 

the biosphere; to stimulate the health and welfare of man, 

and to enrich the understanding of the ecological systems 

and natural resources important to the County, the state and 

the nation. It is the purpose of this plan to assure for 
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all people of Dade County an attempt to create safe, healthful, 

productive and aesthetically and culturally pleasing surround

ings1 to attain the widest range of beneficial uses of the 

environment without unreasonable degra~ation, risk to the 

health or safety, or other undesirable and unintended conse-

quences, to preserve important historic, cultural and natural 

aspects of our na.tional heritage; to maintain, wherever 

possible, environment which supports diversity and variety 

of individual choice; to achieve a balance between population 

and resource which will permit the high standards of livinq 

and a wide-sharing of life's amenities, and to enhance the 

quality of renewal resources and approach the maximum attain-
• 

able recycling of deplet~ble resources. Accordingly, this 

Commission hereby recognizes that each person has a funda

mental and inalienable right to a healthful environment, and 

that each person has a respons1bility to contribute to the 

preservation and enhancement of the environment. 

Section 3. Acceptance and Adoption. The Board of 

County Commissioners of Metropolitan Dade County, Florida, 

hereby a) reaffirms the Metrop011tan Development Policies 

previously adopted and enacted as Part I of the Comprehensive 

Development Master Plan by Ordinance No, 74-100, and further 

adopts and enacts as the Comprehensive Development Master 

Plan for Metropolitan Dade County, hereinafter referred to 

in its entirety as the "Comprehensive Development ~~aster 

Plan" or "Plan", the Environmental Protection Zone Descriptions 

and Map (Part II, Environmental Protection Cuide, pages 105-

152); the 1985 Metropolitan Development Pattern Map for 

Metropolitan Dade County, Florida (Part III, Appendix -

Metropolitan Development Guide); the Year 2000 Conceptual 

Metropolitan Development Pattern "'lap for Metropolitan Dade 
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County, Florida (Part III, Appendix - Metropolitan Development 

Guide): the Estimated Population Distribution Map (Part III, 

Figure 28 of the Metropolitan Development Guide, page 191) , 

and the Metropolitan Development Plan~ing Proposals (Part 

III, Metropolitan Development Guide, paqes .187-206)1 and, bl 

accepts the Metropolitan Development Guidelines (Part III, 

Metropolitan Development Guide, pages 91-112 and 121-1841• as 

guidelines for Plan application and evaluation and as guides . 
for the prep~ration of studies, ordinances, and codes; and 

c) accepts the Environmental Protection Guidelines (Part II, 

Environmental Protection Guide, paqes 155•161); the Environ

mental Protection Implementation Recommendations (Part II, 

Envirorunental Ptotectio~ Guide, pages 163-168), and the 

M~tropolitan Development Guide Implementation Recommendations 

(Part III, Metropolitan Development Guide, pages 209-238) as 

quides for the preparation of studies, ordinances, and 

codas1 and d) accepts the remaining portions of the .Environ

..H.ntal Protection Guide (Part II) a,nd the Metropolitan 

Development Guide (Part III) as background and informational 

material used for'the preparation ot the Comprehensive 

Development Master Plan. All of the above documents shall 

be appended hereto and shall be deemed a part of this Section 

as lf se._ forth in full in the manner heretofore specified. 

Section 4. Legal Status. That portion of the 

Comprehensive Development Master Plan, adopted pursuant to 

Section 3 above, which contains expressions of public policy 

in the form of policy statements, generalized maps, standards 

and guidelines, is hereby declared to be the official lonq

ranqe and comprehensive guide for the orderly growth and 

development of Metropolitan Dade County, Florida, and is 

adopted to direct and achieve coordinated and harmonious 
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development and land use in a manner which will permit the 

planning for adequate community facilities and protect the 

ecological balance of the environment, in order to promote 

the public health, safety, convenience, prosperity and 

general welfare of Dade County's citizens arld visitors. In 

furtherance hereof, this Commission hereby declares its 

policy and intent td evaluate and consider all its public} 

actiqns involving or affecting land use or development, 

including action on applications for zoninq relief, as to 

conformity With the policies, objectives, guidelines and 

standards expressed by and throuqh the Comprehenaive Develop

ment Master Plan, and as to whether such action or actiona 

will better serve the community.' Pursuant hereto, all 

master plan elements, including, but not limited to, thoae 

for capital improvements, transportation, housing, health, 

parks, recreation, culture and'libraries shall be coordinated 

a~d rendered consistent with the Comprehensive Oevel~pment 

Master Plan. Further, in recognitiOn that zoning has been 

and shall continue to be a major tool for the implementation 

of land use and development po1i.cies, it shall henceforth be 

required that applicants for zoning relief shall affirmatively 

establish the manner in which the development proposal and 

requested change in land use conforms to and is consistent 

with the policies, objectives, guidelines and standards 

expressed by the Comprehensive Development Master Plan. In 

furtherance hereof, the Board of County Commissioners directs 

the County Manager and the County Attorney to prepare and 

submit within sixty (60) days, an ordinance establishing 

procedures which shall implement and give further effect to 

the requirements hereinabove set forth. This ordinance 

shall create and establish a comprehensive method and procedure 
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for evaluating and assessing the nature and extent to which 

the development proposal and the requested chanqe in land 

use is in conformance with the comprehensive Development 

Master Plan and has a positive or ne9.?!tive impact thereon,', 

and the extent to which such request serves a public benefit 

that would warrant the granting of the application at the 

time it is considered. Further, in the case of developments 

of County or regional impact, such evaluation·may include 

and be predicated upon neighborhood or area studies or 

development impact reports which identify and describe the 

natural and man-ma.de environmental impact, t09ether with the 

economic impact, of the development proposal on the neighbor

hood or area inVolved. -

Section s. Relationship to County Agencies, Boards and 

Departments. All County agencies, boards and departments 

shall take into consideration and be guided by the policies, 

objectives, guidelines and standards expressed by the Compre

hensive Development Master Plan when considering and taking 

action affecting ~and use and development in Dade County. 

In accordance herewith, copies.of this ordinance, together 

with the Comprehensive Development Master Plan, shall be 

furnished to all County boards, departments and aqenci.~s and 

shall be made a part of the public records. 

Section 6. Necessity for Further Implementation. 

It is hereby declared that the Comprehensive Development 

Master Plan shall be the basis for more specific rules, 

regulations and ordinances which shall implement the policies, 

star.dards and objectives expressed, including the adoption 

of ordinances providing for the coordination of both municipal 
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comprehensive plans and neighborhood or area studies for the 

unincorporated area, with the Comprehensive Development 

Master Plan. Further, such implementation shall include and 

encourage the continuance of an affirmative action program 

for the construction and development of low and moderate 

income housing within Metropolitan Dade County, Florida. 

Section 7. Amendment. So often as.it is desirable, 
I 

but at least once each year, the Planning Director for 

MatrOpolitan Dade County shall prepare and submit to the 

Planning Adyisory Board a status report on the Comprehensive 

Development Master Plan which shall identify whether changes 

in the area or other reasons, including revised population 

projections or comprehen:.:-ive land u.se refinements identified 

by naighborho.od or area studies (as may be recommended by 

the Planning Advisory Board and approved by the Board of 

County Commissioners), make it necessary or desirable, in 

the interest of the public health, safety, convenience, 

prosperity or general welfare, to adopt long-range and 
' 

comprehensive modifications, a.m.endments or additions to the 

Plan or any component or part thereof. In preparing such 

status report the Planning Oirec'tor shall consult with such 

other County personnel, departments or agencies, as directed 

or required by the County Manager, for the purpose of . 

monitoring and evaluating the effectiveness of the policies, 

qoals, guidelines and objectives of the Comprehensive Development 

Master Plan. Further, the Planning Advisory Board, at least 

once each year, shall accept applications for such amendments, 

modifications or changes to the Comprehensive Development 

Master Plan, or any component or part thereof, in a manner 

further established by ordinance. The Planning Advisory 

Board shall consider such report and applications after 

holding public hearings thereon, and, within sixty (60} days 

after receipt, ahall certify any such amendments, modifications 
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or additions, including, within its discretion, the updating 

of the 1985 Metropolitan Development Pattern Map, the Year 

2000 Conceptual Metropolitan Development Pattern Map, the 

Estimated Population Distribution Hap, and the environmental 

Proeection Zone Map, to the Board of County Commissioners ih 
the manner provided for the original adoptiOn and approval 

of the Master Plan. In the alternative, the Planning Advisory 

Board shall certify to the County Commission its reasons tor 

not r~conunendinq modifications, changes or additions to the 

flan. Upon receipt of such certified action of the Planning 

Advisory Board, the Board of County commissioners, following 

public hearing, shall consider the adoption of any such 

amendments, additions or modifications ta the Comprehensive 

0e·velopment Master Plan, "Or to any part or element thereof, 

or m~y refer the matter back to the Planning Advisory Board 

for further consideration and study, with or without reeom-

mend&tion. 

Section 8. Repeal. Sectio~s 2-ll3, 2-114 and 2-llS 

of the Metropolitan Dade County Code are hereby repealed as being 

inconsistent with the provisions of this ordinance. 

Section 9. Inclusion in Code. It is the intention of 

the County Commission and it is hereby· ordained that the 

provisions of this ordinance shall become and be made a part 

of the Code of Metropolitan Dade County, Florida1 that 

Sections l through 7 of this ordinance shall be nwnbered as 

Sections 2-112.l, 2-llJ, 2-113,l, 2-114, 2-llS, 2-115.l, and 

2-116, and the now existing Section 2-116 shall be renumbered 

as Section 2-116.1: that the word 11 ordinance 11 may be changed 

to "section", "article", or other appropriate word. 
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severability. If any section, aubaection, 

sentence, clause or provision of this ordinance ia held invalid, 

th• remainder of this ordinance shall not be affected by such 

invalidity. 

Section 11. Effective Date. The provision• of this 

ordinance shall becl)llle effective ten (10) days after the Aate 

of its enactment. 

PASS"D AND ADOPTED: March 31, 1975 

Approved by County Attorney as to AJ ..() 
form and leqal ~ufficiency. M ~ 

----'"""-~~ 

89 



~II:843 PAGE505 386229 

~~~ 9611 PG 337 
RECOR~ED IH THE PU!llC 
RECCP.~S OF !.EOH CO. Fll. 

IN ::-f:: s~:i~ &. PAc:·1~0. 

HM ~ 3 59 PH 1911 

INTERLOCAL AGREEMEl<T 
U T~E TIME o. O~TE HOT!f 

P•~!. f. fiARTSFIElO 
ClER!l OF CIRCUIT COURT 

THIS AGREEMENT, made and entered into this :;. ,,_, de.y of 
7ft'~ , 1977, by and between the STATE OF FLORIDA, DSP.'.?.1'i·:ENT OF 
TRANSPORTA~'ION hereinafter called the DEPJ\RTi·iENT, the B01cRD OF COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS, DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA hereinafter called the County and 
the DADE COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD, hereinafter called the School Board: 

W'I T N E S S E T H~ 

WHEREAS, the Department, the County and the School Board, 
under the authority of Section 163.01, Chapter 163 Florida Statutes 
may enter into an interlocal agreement to carry out a proje~t Hhich 
1s advantageous to the parties and which ·agreement permits the joint 
exercise of such powers or authority which the agencies sha:-e in 
common or which might be exercised separately, and 

WHEREAS, the U.S. Department of Transportation, ~nder the 
authority of 23 U.S.C. 104 (f) (3), 13li and 315, and Sectio:i 3, 
·4 (a) and 5 of the UMT Act (49 u.s.c. 1602, 1603 (a), and ~6o!l) and 
the delegation of authority by the Secretary of the lT.S. Department 
of Transportation at 49 CFR 1. 48 (b) and 1. 50 (f), Che.pt er I of ti·~le 
23 and Chapter VI of title 119 or the Code of Federal Regulf'.•cions 

.has promulgated rules which provide that as a condition for the 
receipt of Federal Capital or operating assistance the Gove:-nor of 
each State shall designate a Metropolite.n Planning Crgar:iz2~ion for 
each urbanized area which MPO is to have a continuing, coop2rative 
and corr.pr~hensive transportation plar.ning pr·ocess that r~sults j_n 
plans and programs consistent with the compreh~nsive ple::ne:-l 
development of the urbanized area, and stipulates that the State 
and the Metropolitan Planning Organization shall enter into an 
agreement clearly identifying the responsibilities for cooperatively 
carrying out such transportation plan:-iing, and 

\iHEREAS~ it is the purpose or this agreement to cl"0ate and 
establish a Metropolitan Planning Orge.oization ar:d to confer upon 
it the po1·1er, authority and responsibility necessary to or;;e.aize 
and structure itself in a inanner most suitable for ccnducti!"!g a 
continuing, ~ooperative and comprehensive transportation pl~nning 
process in cooperation with the Department of Transportation. 

WHEREAS, Chapter 334, Florida Statutes grants the broad 
authority for the Department's role in transportation; Section 
334,02(5), Florida Statutes, evidences the legislative inte:-it that 
the Dapartment be the custodian of the state highway and transporta
t10l'I 11~·stems, and be given sufficiently broad authority to function 
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adequately and et'ficiently in all areas of a;:i;i::-c;::::-!.a'::" ~·.::-!.~.::.!.::::!.:::!'l; 
Sect ion 3 3 4. 211 ( 2) Florida Statutes, ::-equi::-es ';'.":e ::e:;:a::-'::::e~.:; ':;:: 
develop comprehensive plans, in conjunction ~·rit!'l le::::. !;::--=:-:-.=.:::::~: 
bodies and regional planning agencies, for all sta:;.ja_-;. :::e::::-c:;:ol!.:;an 
statistical areas, and 

WHEREAS, in fulfillment of the aforesa!.~ :;:~::-:;::::se ~.::. !_; :;:a 
exercise of the various powers granted by Chapte::- 33~, :::::-!.!a 
Statutes, the parties to this agreement shall o~ser7e e:l ;:::-07:1.sions 
of Section 163.3161 - 163.3211, the Local Gove:-=e::.t •::::::::-:'.":e!'ls!.7e 
Planning Act and its successors, and shall take ~a:-~!=~:;- ~=.:-e ~~..at 
the planning processes and planning inte$!"ity o:: local g'.>•e:-:-..:::e::.':.s 
as set forth in the Local Government Com;:irehensi 7e ?la:-_'"li.:::g Act c-..:! 
as evidenced by the legislative intent expresse~ i:;. Sect!.::::s 334.:2(1), 
Florida Statutes not be infringed upon • 

. NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration or the ~u<;ual co•er..a!'ltS, 
promises, and representations herein, the parties ag::-ee as ~ol.l:::~s: 

1.00 Definitions 

The terms employ"ed in this Agreement sha..l: ~a7e v:=: !'c!.~::W"'-:.g · 
meanings unless the context clearly il:lplies a di:!:fere!'lt ~te:::t: 

.Ol "GOVERNOR" shall mean the Governor of t:-:e Sta:;e o.:!: ?lc::-!.~!. • 

• 02 "COUNTY" shall mean the Board of Count:r ':'.:o=:=..ss:!.~=::.-s> =ca 
County, Florida • 

• 03 "SCHOOL BOARD" shall mean the Dade Cour:t;;- S::?::.:i:::: :=::a==. • 

• 04 "MPO" shall mean the Metropolitan ?lar:::!.:-.g S:-;;e..-::.=:.t:'.:::: 
for the Miami Urbanized Area designated ~Y t::e ;c,~:-!'l:::::- .. 

• 05 · "DEPARTMENT" shall mean the State of ?1::::-:..::.a ::e:;::a:--:::::"!'l:: 
of Transportation . 

• 06 "A-95 AGENCY" shall mean the areawide clea::-1::.g::.:::uses 
established pursuant to United Sta~es Of.:!:!.ce :::' :,::.=;;;e
ment and Budge,; Circular A-95. 

.01 "GOVERNING BOARD" shall rnea!'l those 
the Governor to serve on the H?Q . 

• OB "MTA" shall mean the publi~ly owned mass t::-e..-:s!.:: c;::erat::::
in Dade County known as the :·tetropoli-:a.~ =~~~s~-; .~;~=:~7,. 
an .agency of the Metropolitan Dade Ccu::t7 g::7e::-:"..:::e:::: • 

• 09 "STATE 11 shall mean the State of ?lori.:!a ~·:i !-;s 7:.:"'!0u3 
departments, agencies and/or officials . 

• 10 "URBANIZED AREA" that area i>holl:; co:".ta!.:::d :."!.t:-..!...-: :::.:!.e 
County which by definition :.nd bou:::!a:-:; :!.:::!.:;:.-::.=::s !.s -;;: 
be urbanized for planning pro~:cts. 
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"UMTA" shall mean the Urban Mass Transao"itation ·Administra
tion of the U.S. Department of Transporcation. 

"FHWA" shall mean the Federal Highway .Adr:linistration of the 
U.S. Department of Tran3portation. 

"SECRETARIAT" shall mean that person who shall be appointed 
to serve as secretary to the MPO and as the adi:tinistrator 
of its business and affairs in accorda~ce with the rules, 
regulations and procedures adopted by the H?O pu:-sL•.ant to 
Section 5.06. · 

Purpose 

For the reasons recited in the preamble, which a.roe hereby 
adqpted as part hereof, this agreement is to create and establish an 
MPO.fo~ the Miami Urbanized Area for the purpose of i!!lplementing and 
enisu~1ng a continuing, cooperative and comprehensive t:-ansportation 
plaj'ln1ng process that results in coordinated plans and programs 
cons1stent with the comprehensively planned development of the said 
urbanized area, in cooperation with the Depart~ent, and in accordan~· 
with Federal requirements. · 

3.00 The Project 

The project is defined as the continuing, cooperative, and 
comprehensive transportation planning process for the !Uami urban
ized area, including the programming of transpor~ation iz:provementa 
for such area. 

4.00 M?O -.Created and Established 

The MPO for transportation plan"ling in the l<liam!. Urbanized 
Area .is hereby created, established, and vested with the po:;er, rigt s 
privileges, inununities and responsibilities to perfor::i all obligations 
provided in Section 163.0l Florida Statutes, subject to ~he li::iita
tions imposed by Section 5. 00 of this agreemen::. The /.l?O sna:a be 
headed by a G:overning Board designated by the Gover!'l·:>!' o!." Florida. 
The Governing Board of the MPO shall consist · of nine ( 9) members 
of the Dade County Commission and one (1) men~er cf t~e Dade County 
School Board as voting members, plus two (2) ncn-votir.g ~e~bers of 
the Florida Department of Transportation. Provided: 

(a) 

(b)' 

The de:;ignees selected to ser-.re from t!':e above r.a.-;ied 
Co;n;nissj_an, Board. and Agency :-&Mll be appo:!.n~ed by 
the Governor and serve at his pleasure. 

In the event that any of the Commissions, Boards or 
Ag~mcies decline to participate in for::iin;; the :·I?O by 
execution or the Interloc.al Agreem:~.t -:,:- ·.-:i~r:d!'"a:" fro~ · 
the agreement at a future date, the Go•:ernor shall desig
nate replacement(s) from any appropriate enti~y.:!.n the 
urbanized area. 
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Cc;') Furcher, if the performance of a member of the ;.1?·'.l is 

unsatisfactor~r to the Govecnor and the m:::ibe!" is, th2re
fore, removed from the i·iPO, the Governor s:-taJ..l appoint 
a replaceraent from any appropriate entity in t~~ ~rban
ized area. 

(d) Where vacancies on the MPO occur for any reaso'.'!, the 
Governor may also exercise the option or designatin~ 
no replacement to fill the vacancies. 

5.00 MPO - Powers 

The MPO, in cooperation with the De;iart2er,t, s'1ell have the 
power ta carry on the project as defined in Section 3.00 of this 
agreement. In addition, the MPO 3hall have the po'.·1er to: 

.01 Enter into contracts or agreements, other th~~ In~e~lccal 
Agreements, with local and/or State age~~~es ~o u~ilize the 
_staff resources of those agencies . 

• 02 Administer its affairs and business . 

• 03 Enter into agreements other than Interl.:>cc..l Ae;:-ee~.~nts, 
with the Department, operators of public. ffiass tra~sporta
tion services, and the area·wida and region:.l A-95 cgenc ies . 

• 04 Enter into contracts for professio'.'!al ser'tices . 

. 05 Acquire, ot'1n, operate, maintain, sell, or le2.se 2.:i..y real 
or perLonal property, subj~ct to 1.'lritt2:i a;.!):-ovc.::.. o:..- ti:~e 
parties to this agreement . 

• 06 Promulgate rules to effectuate its po~·1er>s, r~spor-"s:..bilities, 
and obligations provided said rules C.o not s 1.:?2r~ed.e or 
conflict with applicable local and sta;;e la·.;s, :-ules atcd 
regulations. 

~07 Accept funds, grants, assistance gifts, o~ be~~eaths 
from local, state, and federal sources. 

6.00 MPO - Organization 

To effectuate the powers,dutias, functi~~s a~~ a~thc~ity 
conf'ered by this a:;reement, the ~1LPO shall ;iro~.r.:!.8.e ~""'o:' 2.r. 3.~propriate 
organization to administer th~ affairs c.::d b'J.Si.:-'...233 -::: t:-:2 ~-l?G, i~

cluding a Secretariat, a Public Involveiaent st:-uc:.:..i!'e, 2. st~ucture 
to .evalua<;e the technical adequacy of the \·;or~·: ;iroduc t, :=.s ·.~·ell as 
to advise the G:overning Soard in the decision ::.2.~i:ng process, and 
such other structures or committees as it ~ay dee~ n~~ess~ry. 

1.00 Particular co~1erlant s 

It is understood and agreed by and bet-;·;ee!'l t~e ;>2...!'ties to 
thi3 Agreement that: 
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The MPO shall enter into an Urban Tran:;p:r::s::'..:::-: ?:."-'":.:'..::-.;; 
Agreement with the Dc;>artment, which c.;;;::-::::::::-.:: ;~_:.:: "': "' 
forth the responsibilities of each ent:!.~:i ·.-r~:':'~ =-~:::;::::. "::> ':.:! 
3ointly and cooperatively carrying o:it ';;:,e :::-a::~;;:::-:s::i::: fl 
planning and programming activities ::-e:;i.:!::-e:'.. ·:.:; :::~s !?.;;::-: 1 , 
ment and by the applicable federal, sta:e s::-.:. :.o:s: :s•; 

:iii '~ 3 
:i :; 11. 
'-' e 

and regulations as they now exist, or as :::.e;.· '.::::-:a:·::r -
be changed or modified. 

'-.! ~ .: 

The MPO shall enter into a Memorandu.~ o:" ~.::::..:.:-::. ::.=.i::.~ ·"i .g. ~ -~ 
Metropolitan Dade County, operator of t'.:: :""::r:; ::.::. :"--' 0 b 
Transit Agency, which Memorandum of t:n.jers::=.:::.:'..::-.;:: s:.s:.l s- t o - '
forth procedures to optimize the role of ;;·.:c":::!:'..: ::ass ::r=.::s i; 

within Dade County as a function of the pla:--.:::'..::; =.::! ;;r:;::-a.:i-
ming process of the MPO • 

The MPO shall enter into a Memorandu::i of ~:::.ers:a::5!::::~ •~';;h 
Metropolitan Dade County (on behalf of t::e :-:e:::-:;;:>::.i:a.-, 
Dade County Planning Department) and the S:::-.:.::: ::::;r'..:.=. 

· Regional Planning Council as \;he area·.<id'!> ;_-~:;. a;;e::::.es; 
which Memorandum of Understanding shall :;::::-;,s:::-:'..·:;, 'o::O.e ::ea::s 
by which the activities of the MPO and t::e ~-:5 c.;;:::::'..es 
will be coordinated as required by Pa:-t :-..• -::::· ::-:=. :::.::-:,..::.a:::
A-95. This Agreement shall specify hoo; ';;:-=.::s;:::-::s::~:::: :;i:an

. ning and programming will be part of the c:::::;:re'.:::::s:'.::">lY 
planned development of the urbanized area. 

Plans and programs developed within the :':::-=;,:;::::-~: :::: ::::;, 
urban tra;.i.sportation planning process r..:!.:; :,; ::.=::::..:::.:::: :..::? a 
manner consistent with the procedure e3ti;.::.'..s:-.e::. :'::::::- .'..::.'..:!.al 
development. 

The MPO shall receive its proportionate s'.:=.r= ::::: ~~= "''-e
half percent Metropolitan Planning (?I..) :·-...:::.3 ::a:'..e a-:a'..!
able by 23 U.S.C. 101\ (f). It is uncie:::-s::-::. ::::.:.e; ::'.:= ?:, 
Funds are apportioned by the Federal Go·t:::-::-_-:::-.:: s::-,:. =:= 
distributed to the State on a reinbursa::>::Ce ·:=.;::.~ ~=> "::Ce 
MPO. The State shall distribute the ?i, ?·...:::.s :.::: E.3S:'..5': !n 
carrying out those projects defined in t'.:e :.:-.::·":.: :·:c!f!.e=. 
Work Program. Such reimbursement s:-iall ·:::: ::..:-. :.::.::::-::.a..-:~~ 

with the terms and conditions stated ~n ';'.:e -~;::=-===:-:::: 
betwee1, the MPO and the Department. It ~5 s:o;:o ·.;:::.ers::o:::.:. 
that the MPO, to the extent possible, sha!l :e ::::e l:::::al 
recipient of any Federal funds distr!bC<:e::. ·.:c::-.:.:r ~:::'..:>:"1 , 
of the Urban Mass Transportation Act. of 2;:~, as =-::e=:.ec • 

The MPO shall establish an annual b'..ldget :::" a : ::": :·:::::- l 
to September 30 fiscal year basis. The ::>-.:·:'..;:;;:: s'.:all 
identify funding sources, partici;>a'oi'.lg a;;e::.::!es, a":. J.:·;els 
of participation by the various agen::ies. :::e =.:::::-.:.":: c:: 
fiscal participation shall be deternine::. :y res:-:·"::.'..::: =-=~p:
ed by each MPO participant, subject to a;:;c:-::·.-a: =-::::. ::.·.;:':.il 
appropriation by the respective menbe::- cc:.!:!. 
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,07 It is understood and agreed by the Board of Coun~y Com

missioners and the Dade County School aoard t~at <·•'1en the 
Governor designates any member of either body to serve as 
a member of the MPO, that member is here:iy authorized to 
so serve in accordance with the provision of this agree
ment . 

• 08 The MPO in cooperation with the Department shall ensure 
the technical adequacy of the transportation planning 
process. The appointment of planners, e~;i~e=~s an~ me=bers 
of other appropriate disciplines to serve in an ad-.,isory 
capacity shall be subject to the concurrence of the employer 
or any such person.so appointed • 

• 09. · The MPO shall develop and establish a Public Invol•1ement 
Program and a Citizen's Participation Structure . 

• lO Any rules and regulations, promulgated by the ;-!PO in 
accordance with Section 5. 06 of this a.g:-ee:::ant, which 
relate to the planning process or the technical a::equacy 
or the plans shall be developed in cooperation with the 
Department. 

8. 00 Pursuant to Federal, State, and Local· La-.< 

.In the event that any election, referen::=, a;i;i:':>'ral, peX'!llit, 
notice, or other proceeding or authorization is :c-e~'.iis !. t e under 
applicable law to enable the MPO to enter into t:"lis Ag:c-ee::ient or to 
ur.dertake the Project hereunder, or to observe, as3tLc.a, er carry out 
any of the provisions of the Agreement, th.? MPO, -.1111 to t'.li= extent 
or its legal capacity, work towards the acco:nplisl".:nen':: a::=. fulfill
ment or said needs. 

9.00 Submission of Proceedings, Contract. a::d O'::he!" D-:0":::2nt s 

The MPO shall submit to the Department such data, re;iorts, 
records, contracts, and other documents relating to the ?reject as 
the Department may require. 

10.00 Right; of Review 

All parties to the Agreement, the FH':IA, and U:·!TA shall have 
the rights of technical review and cor.unent of l-!?'.l prcjects. 

ll.00 Contracts of the MPO 

All contractual agreements, if involving :Fh,·iA, u:-I?A, and/or 
Department fu:i.ds, must be appropriately appro~red. b7 t~e affected. 
federal agency and the Depart;;ient. 

Except as otherwise authorized in wr~tin; by the De;iert:'.'.ent, 
F?-~:IA • and u;.;TA, where state or federal funds a!" a to be us2-:i, the i·IPO 
5~all not execute any contract or obligate itsel~ in any other man.~er 
w1~h any third party with respect to the ?rojec':: without the prior 

95 



~a:848 rAGE5:l1 ~t[ 9611 PG 343 
wi-1tten concurrence or the Departn:nt, Fri.·L.\, a~:! ~;:.~':'.!:.. £:.::::~-:-=!.::; 
or consultants contracts involving f'..l::.ds a::.=.i~:..s":!::"-!:: =~· ::.::.\.!. E::a.:..: 
be .. in accordance i.:1ith the? requirer.!.e:-Lts of ?a~a;;::-a;::. 5: ~ 5) =~ 
Volume 4, Chapter 1 Section 2, Subsection 2, o~ t~~ :!~e::"a:-A!! 
Highway Program Manual. 

12.00 

.01 

.02 

Miscellaneous Provisions 

How Contract Affected by 

.... 
~· ;::: 
0 z 

"' Ir any provision of this Agreement is h~,~ •----,·~ ~--~ z 
remainder of this Agreement shall ~ot ~;-;~~;;~;~-~~~;;- ..g 
if .such remainder would then conti~u~ ~o co~~~=-=i ~~ t~~ "§ 
terms and requirements or applicable law. ~ 

State or Territorial Law 

Nothing in the Agreement shall' requi:-e ";~.a :~a ":~ ·=:ise-:-re 
or enforce compliance \..,1th any provi:sio:! the:"'eo:r > :;:er!'o:-::i 
any other act or do any other thing in co~~~a~e~~i=~ ~~ 
any applicable state law: Provided, ti::at 1: ~~Y o:: t~e 

·provisions of the Agreement violate ~~:/ ::.:;:;:l!:::=.::.~· s-:::•;e-. 
law, the !'1PO will at once ~otify t~e Z:e;:~":==::-:: :.~ ~:w:.~:
that appropriate changes and ~od1f~cati~~s =.a.7 == =ada ~~ 
the Department and r•IPO to the end -:ha"C. -:::: :·!?~ =.a:; ;r:::ee·! 
as soon as possible with the ?reject. 

13.00 Execution of Agreeme~t 

This Interlocal Agreement may be si..~~.l:";a::~:;:.:.s::.~ -e~:-':!·~-:::: ~= 

several counterparts, each of \'1hich so exec'-.!t-e:. s::a:l ·: = :.-:==~-=- ....... 
be an original, and such counterparts togeti::er s::a:: c:::s:!:::.;c7e ~::e 
a:id the same instrument. 

14.00 -_. 

Parties to the Agreement 

This Agreement shall not be construed. ":= a;.i-:1":.~:-:...::= :;~;: 

delegation of the const1tut:!.onal or s:atu-::>::-:; :::.::::e; :: =.:-.:: c: t::: 
parties. In ·~ddition, this Agreece::.-: :i0e.= :::7 :-:::..:!..-;--:-:- :.::.:: ::~ ::::; 
parties or an obligation or responsibility :'...::;~s~~ "?::: :~=~ =:: 
lax except to the extent of act~al a~~ ~!.nely ?~~f~~=a=:=~ ~~e~~=! 
by one or more of the parti9s to thi3 Ag~ee=~~-: o~ ~~7 :e~ c:
adm1n1strat1ve entity created or aut~orizet by t~:~ ~g=-====~t, i~ 
whic.h case the performance nay be oftered :!.:! sa-:!.s!":.::.!.:-:--_ :::: -:::.~ 
obli&ation or responsibility. 

15.00 

This Agreement shall rer..air: !.:-. e:":"-e:t: '..:::-::!..: ":e:-=.!::a.-:e:! ::-
the parties to the Agreement. Any ;:=.::-"':;: ::-.=.:; ·,;'..:.~.:.:-a'.; :"::-::: sa!.:. 
A;:-eeoent after presenting, in wr!t~e!"l fc:-::., a :-.:-:!..:~ :: :.~.-:::-:: 
\-rithdraw, to the other parties, at least 6j :!:.::s ;::"!::- -:: -::::: 

RECORD£RS NOTE: 
lltt 1e81btll':Y cf jljlf~·na.. r:.01~ ~ rr•r.r.n~ unsatlf· 
f~ctorf in this l!eu:m!'fit ,,f'!~n h?t.t11eO. . 
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intended date or rtithdrawal, provided fina:--.~:!..al z-::::::i~=~=---:s ·=E.ie 
prior to withdrawal are effective a,-,d bin:i:!.!'l;;; ::~:- :"e:'..::- :'.:::..: ';;e:;:,;:-.$ 
and amount regardless of withdrawal. 

16.00 Amendment of Agreement 

A..~endments to this Agreement !!lay be i~~ ";:!.a.i:e=. =:·· t::~ :·!?:': '.~ 
Amendments shall be formally ratified a:!d appro•red cy :<:e -~~·H ~T
to this Agreement and approved by the Depart:nent o::" ::..e;;:.l '.'.~f-~!:;-1 .:' 
pursuant to Section 163. 01 ( 11), Florida Sta t·.:.tes. :: 

.o 
17.00 Confirmation of Agreement 18 ... 

The 
confirm the 
2111endments, 

Agreement shall be reviewed annua11;; ::.~· t:-.e :-!:?'J to 
validity of the contents a.~d to reco::il:lend :he type 
if any, that are required. 

"' 

18.oo Agreement Format 

All words used herein in the singula::- fc::-:::i s~all ertend to 
and include the plural. All words used in the plural ::or::i shall 
extend ta and include the singular. All words us~ :'..n any gender 
shall extend to and include all genders. 

Attest: 

llCC•Oll:t '" (lfntt•l ·~co•D! IOOll 
o• t~cl CO•i!'lfY, flOllD'-

HCD~!I Ull"U 

rJt:L\i<P ?. URl1\'KER. 
t.Lt.ii:il. (.1ttCi.i:f COL.iil.T 

~-~test: 
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~'J~ .. 

•HOIDI• "'•QFflCIA~ UnollOI IOOI 
or DHil ODUMT'f. nOll\DA. 
t£COllD Yntnf.O 

ltlCHARD P. BRIN!tER, 
CLERK CIRCUIT cou~r 



STATE OF FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
DIVISION OF PLANNING AND PROGRAMMING 

URBAN TRANSPORTATION PLANNING AGREEMENT 

THIS AGREEMENT, made and entered into on the date 
specified herein by and between the STATE OF FLORIDA DEPART
MENT OF TRANSPORTATION, an agency of the State of Florida, 
hereinafter called the Department, and the METROPOLITAN 
PLANNING ORGANIZATION for METROPOLITAN DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA, 
hereinafter called the MPO: 

W I T N E S S E T H: 

WHEREAS, the parties of this Agreement desire to par
ticipate cooperatively, in the performance, on a continuing 
basis, of a coordinatea, comprehensive transportation planning 
and programming process to assure that highway, mass transit, 
rail, water, air and other transportation facilities will be 
properly located and developed in relation to the urbanized 
area's overall plan of development; and 

WHERE~S, th~ Federal Government, under authority of 23 
U.S.C. 134 and Sections 3 (a) (2), 4(a), S(g) (l), and 5(1) of 
the Urban Mass Transportation Act of 1964, as amended 49(U.S.C. 
1602 (a) (2), l603(a), and 1604(g)(l) and (1), requires that 
each urbanized area, as a condition to the receipt of federal 
capital or operating assistance, have a continuing, cooperative, 
and comprehensive transportation planning that results in plans 
and programs consistent with the comprehensively planned de
velopment of the urbanized area, and stipulates that the State 
and the Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) shall enter 
into an agreement clearly identifying the responsibilities for 
cooperatively carryiug out such transportation planning; and 

WHEREAS, the existence, organization, powers, jurisdiction, 
and r•sponsibilities of the Metropolitan Planning Organization 
for Metropolitan Dade County, Florida were established in 
Interlocal Agreement dated 'lt!(:z4c.,,{ .:Z. 19?? 
between the Department of Transportation, State of Florida, 
Metropolitan Dade County, and the Dade County School Board; and 

WHEREAS, Chapter 334, Florida Statutes grants the broad 
authority for the Department's role in transportation; Seetion 
334.02(5), Florida Statutes evidences the legislative intent 
that the Department be the custodian of the state highway and 
transportation systems and be given sufficiently broad authority 
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to function adequately ana efficiently in all areas of 
appropriate jurisdiction; Section 334.211(2) Florida Statutes, 
requires the Department to develop comprehensive plans, in 
conjunction with local governmental bodies and regional 
planning agencies, for all standard metropolitan statistical 
areas; and 

WHEREAS, in fulfillment of the purpose and in the 
exercise of the various powers granted; by Chapter 334, Florida 
Statutes, the parties to this Agreement shall observe all 
provisions of Section 163.1161 - 163.3211~ the Local Govern
ment Comprehensive Planning Act and its successors, and shall 
take particular care that the planning processes and planning 
integrity of local governments as set forth in the Local 
Government Comprehensive Planning Act and as evidenced by the 
legislative intent expressed in Section 334.02(7), Florida 
Statutes not be infringed upon. 

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutal covenants, 
promises, and representation herein, the parties agree as 
follows: 

1.00 Purpose 

' For the purposes recited in the preamble, and which pur-
poses are adopted as a part hereof, this agreement is to set 
forth the responsibilities of the Department and the MPO in 
carrying out the continuing, cooperative, and comprehensive 
transportation planning and programming process in Metropolitan 
Dade County, Florida, and to describe the cooperative procedures 
under which such planning and programming will be carried out. 

2.00 The Project 

The Project is defined as the continuing, cooperative, 
and comprehensive transportation planning process for·Metropolitan 
Dade County, Florida, including the programming of transportation 
improvements for such area. · 

3.00 Definitions 

.01 "MPO" shall mean the Metropolitan Planning Organiza
tion designated by the Governor for the Miami urbanized 
area . 

. 02 ''DE~AiTMENT'' shall mean the Florida Department of 
Transportation . 

. 03 ''A-95 AGENCY'' shall mean the areawide clearinghouses 
pursuant to United States Office of Management and 
Budget Circular A-95 . 

. 04 ''MTA" shall mean the Dade County Metropolitan Transit 
Agency. 
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.05 "UMTA'' shall mean the Urban Mass Transportation 
Administration of the U.S. Department of Trans
portation . 

• 06 ''FHWA" shall mean the Federal Highway Administration 
of the U.S. Department of Transportation. 

4.00 PRODUCT DEVELOPMENT ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES 

.Ol The MPO in cooperation with the Department shall 
carry out the urban transportation planning process 
as required by tne applicable federal regulations 
as they now exist or as they may hereafter be 
changed or modified. The MPO and the Department 
hereby agree to comply with all federal, state or 
local laws and regulations that pertain to the 
urban transportation planning process. The MPO 
shall develop and implement a Public Involvement 
Program and a Citizens Participation Structure. 
It is intended that the citizens of Dade County 
will have an opportunity to become informed of the 
transportation needs of the community, participate 
in the planning process, and support those resolu
tions and programs which are developed as a result 
of this agreement. The planning process envisaged 
by this agreement will cover all of the area defined 
as urbanized within Dade County, and adjacent'vital 
non-urbanized areas in accordance with planning pro
jections . 

• 02 The MPO, in cooperation with the Department, shall 
develop and maintain plans and programs, including 
at least the following as presently requirjd by 23 
Chapter I, Part 450. 

a) A multi-year multi-modal planning program (Prospectus), 

b) A Transportation flan consisting of a long-range 
element and a Transportation Systems Management 
Element, 

c) A Unified Planning Work Program prepared on an 
annual or biannual basis, 

d) An annually updated Transportation Improvement 
Program, and 

e) Other documents and reports necessary to support 
the urban transportation planning process . 

• 03 The MPO shall, on an annual basis, approve the Prospectus 
and the Transportation Plan and submit them and any 
modifications thereto to the Department for review. 
The Department shall, by formal administrative action, 
etcher concur in the documents as submitted or return 
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them to the MPO with suggested revisions, The MPO, 
after consideration of any suggested revisions, 
shall submit the documents to the appropriate 
agencies for Federal approval. The Department may 
submit any comments concerning any documents to the 
appropriate Federal agencies . 

• 04 The MPO shall produce and approve a final draft of 
the annual Unified Planning Work Program. The MPO 
shall submit this draft of the Unified Planning Work 
Program and any ~odifications thereto to the Depart
ment and to the state and areawide A-95 clearinghouses 
no less than one hundred twenty (120) days before the 
end of the Department's fiscal year. The Department 
shall review the Unified Planning Work Program and, 
in cooperation with the MPO, evalute any comments 
received from the A-95 agencies. The Department shall 
submit the document with its comments to the Federal 
Region IV Inter-modal Planning Group. Eligibility 
for payment under Section 112 of the 1973 Federal-aid 
Highway Act will be contingent upon Federal approval 
of the Unified Planning Work Program . 

• 05 The Transportation Improvement Program including an 
annual element and a program element for four (4) or 
more succeeding years shall be endorsed annually by 
the MPO •. The Department shall, by formal administrative 
action, either concur in the document as submitted or 
return it to the MPO with suggested revisions. The 
MPO, after cons~deration oi any suggested revisions, 
shall submit the Transportation Improvement Program 
no less than thirty (30) days before the end of the 
Department's fiscal year: 

a) to the Governor of Florida 

b) to the Urban Mass Transportation Administration 

c) to the Federal Highway Administration (through the 
Department) 

d) to the State, Regional arid areawide A-95 
clearinghouses 

Additions, deletions and modifications to projects in 
~he,Transportation Improvement Program shall be made 
only when formally approved by the MPO, in cooperation 
with the Department and other affected agencies . 

. 06 The Department, in cooperation with the MPO, shall make 
every effort to include all projects programmed in the 
Transportation Improvement Program in the Department's 
Five Year Construction Plan in the earliest year pos
sible. It is recognized by the MPO that all projects 
must be properly phased as to preliminary engineering, 
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design, and right-of-way acquisition prior to 
scheduled actual construction. When such projects 
involve Department activity, it is understood and 
agreed that Department scheduling determinations 
are required subject to the cooperative nature of 
this agreement • 

• 07 The Department shall at least annually notify the 
MPO of actions taken relative to the Department's 
Five Year Construction Plan. In the event that 
proposed program changes jeopardize or affect ad
versely the Department's or MPO's objective of 
obligating all available federal funds or necessary 
production requirements, the Department may defer 
the obligation of such funds to a later period of 
time in accordance with a reasonable development 
schedule. The Department is authorized to advance 
or delay proposed projects to accomodate development 
time variances, provided however, that in the event 
any change of more than one year is to be made, the 
Department shall notify the MPO at the time of such 
change . 

• 08 The official file of the project shall be kept in 
two counterparts each of which shall be deemed to 
be an original. One counterpart shall be kept and 
maintained by the Department, and the other by the 
MPO. The official file shall include the officially 
approved network and all relevant supporting data. 
No change shall be made to the approved network or 
the supporting data without joint written concurrence 
of the parties. Each counterpart shall be kept and 
maintained such as to be an exact duplicate of the 
other. The development of a transportation plan, 
including the long-range and transportation system 
management elements, shall be based upon the official 
transportation network and supporting data file. 
The traffic data required by FHWA for individual 
project design will be computed by the Department 
utilizing ios official file. Traffic design data 
shall be supplied to the MPO for projects within its 
jurisdiction as expeditiously as possible in the same 
manner that other data are communicated that are 
necessary to keep the two official project files 
identical . 

. 09 The MPO and the Department hereby recognize the 
responsibility of the areawide A-95 clearinghouse 
(specifically to the Dade County Planning Department 
and the South Florida Regional Planning Council) to 
review all pertinent projects included within the 
Unified Planning Work Program and the Transportation 
Improvement Program. 
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.10 The Department hereby recognizes the right and 
responsibility of the Metropolitan Dade County 
Board of County Commissioners to represent the MTA 
as the public transit operator in Dade County, 
and for the County Commissiohers or their desig
nated representative to review and comment on MPO 
actions with respect to activities arising from 
the Unified Planning Work Program and the Trans
portation Improvement Program which would impact 
public transit operations in.the urban area, as 
recognized in Sec~ion 7.02 of the Interlocal Agree
ment between the Department, the Board of County 
Commissioners, and the School Board. 

5.00 Pursuant to Federal, State, and Local Law 

In the event that any election, referendum, approval, 
permit notice, or other proceeding or authorization is re
quisite under applicable law to enable either the MPO or the 
Department to enter into this Agreement or to undertake the 
Project hereunder, or to observe, assume or carry out any of 
the provisions of the Agreement, the effected party hereby agrees 
to initiate and consummate, as provided by law, all actions 
necessary with respect to any such matters. 

6.00 Submission of Proceedings, Contract, and other Documents 

The MPO and the Department shall submit to each other such 
data, (reports, records, contract, and other documents relating 
to the Project) as may be reasonably required by either party 
to fulfill its obligations under this agreement. 

7.00 Rights of Review 

The Department, the FHWA and UMTA shall have the right of 
technical review of the Project and inspection of records per
taining to this project. 

8.00 Miscellaneous Provisions 

.01 Government Not Obligated to Third Parties ~ The 
Department shall not be obligated or liable hereunder 
to any party other than the MPO . 

• 02 How Contract Affected by Provisions Being Held Invali~
If any provision of this Agreement is held invalid, the 
remainder of this Agreement shall not be affected thereby 
if such remainder would then continue to conform to the 
terms and requirements of applicable law . 

. 03 State or Territorial Law - Nothing in the Agreement 
shall require the MPO to observe or enforce compliance 
with aqy provision thereof, perform any other act or 
do any other thing in contravention of any applicable 
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state law: Provided, that if any of the provisions 
of the Agreement violate any applicable state law, 
the MPO will at once notify the Department in writing 
in order that appropriate changes and modifications 
may be made by the Department and MPO to the end that 
the MPO may proceed as soon as possible with the Project • 

• 04 Responsibility for Claims and Liability - The MPO 
shall save harmless the Department from all claims and 
liability due to the MPO's negligent acts or the 
negligent acts of.·its subcontractors, agents, or 
employees. The Department shall save harmless the 
MPO from all claims and liability due to the Department's 
negligent acts or the negligent acts of its sub
contractors, agents, or employees. The liability of 
each party under this section is subject to the provision 
of Section 768.28, Florida Statutes. 

9.00 Execution of Agreement 

This contract may be simultaneously executed in several 
counterparts, each of which so executed shall be deemed to be 
an original, and such counterparts together shall constitute 
one and the same instrument. 

10.00 Constitutional or Statutory Duties and Responsibilities 
of the Parties to the Agreement 

This agreement shall not be construed nor deemed to authorize 
the delegation of the constitutional or.statutory dutie~ of any 
of the parties. 

In addition, this agreement doe~ not relieve any of the 
parties of an obligation or responsibility imposed upon them by 
law except to the extent of actual and timely performance thereof 
by one or more of the parties to this agreement on any legal or 
administrative entity created or authorized by this agreement, 
in which case the performance may be offered in satisfaction of 
the obligation or responsibility. 

11.00 Duration of Agreement and Withdrawal Procedure 

This agreement shall remain in effect until terminated by 
either or both parties to the Agreement. Either party may with
draw from said Agreement after presenting in written form a 
notice of intent to withdraw to the other party, at least 60 
days prior to the intended date of withdrawal. 

12.00 Amendment of Agreement 

Amendments to this Agreement may be initiated by the MPO 
or the Department. Amendments shall be formally ratified and 
approved by resolution of the MPO and notification by the Depart
ment by letter signed by the Florida Secretary of Transportation. 
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13.00 Confirmation of Agreement 

The Agreement shall be reviewed annually by the MPO and 
the Department to confirm the validity of the contents and to 
recommend the types of amendments, if any, that are required. 

14.00 Agreement Format 

All words used herein in the singular form shall extend 
to and include the plural. All words used in the plural form 
shall extend to and include the singular. All words used in any 
gender shall extend to and include all genders. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the MPO has caused this contract to be 
duly executed in its behalf, and thereafter the Department Af 
caused th~to be duly executed in its behalf this ,(/ 
day of ' , 197.1.._. 

Approved: STATE OF FLORIDA DEPARTMENT 
OF TRANSPORTATION 

BY: 
of Administration 

METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION 

APPROVED AS TO FORM 
AND LEGALITY 

s~ ,::4, 
Attorney 

ATTEST:~~ 
TITLE: • U<-<-.r; ;L; 

Ar'P?r"·;'E'"' ;:.r.- •:-: ·-~·~:'.', ~:1.: 7• ;,·. ~·"l:~.1."":Cfl':.n 
f.LJl,j,_,,,i,, i.... i..l"'rl,, 1. :.: i:.i ~I Uf T r.Ai·i :;?.:_.,~ T ~ i'l..Jti 
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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 

THIS MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING hereinafter to be called the 
MPO MANAGEMENT SERVICES AGREEMENT, made and entered into this 25 day of 

April , 1977, by and between the METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION 
hereinafter called the MPO and the BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS, DADE 
COUNTY, FLORIDA hereinafter called the COUNTY: 

W I T N E S S E T H: 

WHEREAS, the MPO, pursuant to the power conferred upon it by 
Sections 5.01 and 5.03 of the Interlocal Agreement between the Board of 
County Commissioners, the Dade County School Board and the Florida Department 
of Transportation dated March 2, 1977, may enter into agreements, other 
than interlocal agreements, with local and/or state agencies to utilize the 
staff resources of such agencies or for the performance of certain services 
by such agencies, and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the aforesaid Interlocal Agreement and the 
companion Urban Transportation Planning Agreement between the MPO and the 
FDOT dated March 23, 1977, it is contemplated that Dade County personnel 
will perform a substantial portion of each task necessary to carry out the 
transportation planning and programming process mandated by Federal regula
tions as a condition precedent to the receipt of Federal funds for the planning, 
construction or operation of transportation programa and projects, and 

WHEREAS, it is deemed by the parties to be appropriate and necessary 
that the duties and obligations of the County in relation to its role as a 
participating agency in the planning process be defined and fixed by formal 
agreement. 

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual covenants, promises, 
and representations herein, the parties agree as follows: 

1. 00 Purpose 

For the reasons recited in the preamble, which are hereby adopted as part 
hereof, this agreement is to provide for professional services to carry out the 
terms of the Urban Transportation Planning Agreement between the MPO and the 
FDOT and to provide personnel for the administration of the MPO. 

2.00 Definitions 

.01 "COUNTY" shall mean the Board of County Commissioners, Dade County, Florida, 

.02 "FDOT" shall mean the Florida Department of Transportation 

.03 "MPO" shall mean the Metropolitan Planning Organization for the Miami 
Urbanized Area designated by the Governor 

.04 "COUNTY MANAGER" shall mean the County Manager of Dade Co\lllty, Florida • 
• OS "UPWP" shall mean the Annual Unified Planning Work Program required by 

Federal Regulations. (Subpart A 450.114 (c)) 
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. . 
3.00 Scope of Services 

It is agreed by the COUNTY that it shall furnish the MPO with the 
professional, technical, administrative and clerical services, the supplies, 
the equipment, the office and other space, and such other incidental items as 
may be required and necessary to manage the business and affairs of the MPO 
and to carry on the transportation planning and programming process specified 
by the Urban Transportation Planning Agreement between the MPO and the FDOT 
dated March 23, 1977; provided, it is understood and agreed that, unless other
wise provided for, the performance of such service and functions shall be limited 
to those specified and allocated to the County in the annual Unified Planning 
Work Program (UPWP) budget and all approved budgets under Federal or State 
grant contracts with the MPO. It is further agreed: 

.01 County Manager 

The County Manager of Dade County shall be responsible to the MPO for the 
conduct of the transportation planning process as well as the appoint11lent, 
assignment, direction, and control of all personnel necessary thereto; the 
development of an appropriate organizational structure to carry out the respon
sibilities set forth in this agreement; and the development of procedures to. 
monitor and coordinate the planning process • 

• 02 Commitment of Personnel 

The County Manager shall annually have prepared a detailed listing of all 
tasks necessary and incident to carrying out the planning process, the manhours 
required to carry out such tasks, and the required skills or qualifications of the 
personnel assigned to MPO duties shall, when performing such duties, be under the 
direction of the person in charge of, and bearing the responsibility for, producing 
the required work product • 

• 03 Technical Advisors 

The head of each county department or agency participating in the transporta
tion planning process shall be deemed a technical advisor in the field of his 
competency and shall be expected to provide the MPO with expert advice or perform 
such duties incident thereto as the County Manager shall assign • 

• 04 County Attorney 

The County Attorney shall be the legal advisor to the MPO and shall represent 
the MPO in all legal matter provided,.that with the concurrence of the County 
Attorney, the MPO may employ special council for specific needs • 

• OS Secretariat 

A Secretariat, to be designated by the County Manager and serving at his 
pleasure, shall report to the Governing Board of tne MPO and shall have the fol
lowing duties and functions: coordinating the activities of the various structl,ll'es 
established by the Interlocal Agreement heretofore mentioned; preparing the agendas 
of the Governing Board and Technical Advisors; preparing resolutions and other ap
propriate documents; scheduling meetings; giving notice; keeping minutes; coordinati 
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and monitoring the activities of the various sub-structures; preparing an annual 
report; preparing such interim reports as may be required; developing and imple
menting operating procedures necessary to carry out the functions and duties of 
the secretariat; directing the implementation of policies established by the 
Governing Board; and performing such other duties as may be assigned by the Govern 
ing Board • 

• 06 Annual Budget 

The County Manager shall have prepared an annual budget on a October 1 to 
September 30 fiscal year basis. The budget shall identify funding sources, par
ticipating agencies and the level of participation by the various agencies • 

• 07 Financial Administration 

.07.1 The Records and accounts of the MPO shall be administered by the 
County in accordance with accounts and accounting procedures which 
shall be developed by the County for the MPO • 

• 07.2 Contracts and bids for the purchase of materials and services shall 
be in accordance with County procedures for the same purposes • 

• 07.3 Purchasing of materials, supplies, equipment and services shall be 
through the Purchasing Agent of Dade County in accordance with County 
procedures and practices • 

. 07.4 Expenditures of money shall only be made in accordance with procedurE 
which shall be developed by the County for the MPO • 

• 07.5 Deposit of Funds - All monies received by the MPO shall be deposited 
with the County in a trust account and applied only in accordance 
with the provisions of the procedures established pursuant to Sectio1 
3.07.4 of this agreement. 

4.00 Reimbursement of COUNTY 

The MPO hereby agrees that it shall reimburse the COUNTY for all services 
rendered under this agreement as specified in the UPWP budget and all approved 
budgets under Federal or State grant contracts with the MPO and in accordance witi. 
the procedures established pursuant to 3.07 of this agreement. It is further 
agreed that in the event the COUNTY renders services for which no cash reimburse
ment is provided, the d~livery of the specified work products of the transportati_~ 
planning process such as the UPWP, the Transportation Improvement Program, the 
Prospectus or the Transportation Plan shall be considered sufficient reimbursemen 
in lieu thereof. 

5.00 Consultants 

It is agreed by the parties that nothing in this agreement shall limit or 
preclude the prerogative of the MPO to enter into contracts for other professional 
consultant services to perform such tasks as the MPO may deem appropriate provide 
the control and direction of such consultants and the administration of such con
tracts shall be under the County Manager. 
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6.00 Transitory Provision 

During the interim period between the effective date of this agreement and 
the commencement of the UPWP for FY 77-78, the County shall be reimbursed for all 
services rendered as provided in the FY 76-77 UPWP budget and all approved budgets 
under Federal or State grant contracts with the COUNTY. 

7.00 How Contract Affected by Provisions Being Held Invalid 

If any provision of this Agreement is held invalid, the remainder of this 
Agreement shall not be affected thereby if such remainder would then continue 
to conform to the terms and requirements of applicable law. 

8.00 Execution of Agreement 

This Agreement may be simultaneously executed in several counterparts, each 
of which so executed shall be deemed to be an original, and such counterparts togethei 
shall constitute one and the same instrument. 

9.00 Duration of Agreement and Withdrawal Procedure 

This Agreement shall remain in effect until terminated by the parties to the 
Agreement. Any party may withdraw from said Agreement after presenting, in written 
form, a notice of intent to withdraw, to the other parties, at least 60 days prior 
to the intended date of withdrawal, provided financial commitments made prior to 
withdrawal are effective and binding for their full terms and amount regardless of 
withdrawal. 

10.00 Amendment of Agreement 

The COUNTY and the MPO may upon initiation of either party amend this agreement 
to cure any ambiguity, defect, omission or to grant any additional powers, or to 
confer additional duties which are consistent with the intent ;nd purpose of this 
agreement. 

11.00 Confirmation of Agreement 

The Agreement shall be reviewed annually by the MPO to confirm the validity 
of the contents and to recommend the type of amendments, if any, that are required. 

12.00 Agreement Format 

All words used herein in the singular form shall extend to and include the 
plural. All words used in the plural form shall extend to and include the singular. 
All words used in any gender shall extend to and include all genders. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned parties have caused this 
of Understanding to be duly executed in their behalf this 25th 
April , 1977. 

GOUNTY MANAGER 
Title--~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-

llO 

Memorandum 
day of 



MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 

THIS MEMORANDUM OF tnlDEllSTANDING hereina£ter to be called the 
.AREA'W'IDE A-95 REVIEW AGREEMENT, made and entered into th!.s 2 7 day of 

June • 1977 by and between t:he METROPOLITAN PL.umD:G ORGA!nz.llIO!i, 
hereinafter cal.led the MPO and the BOARD OF COUNTY Cm::.ttSSimt7"'S 1 DADE 
COUNTY, FLOllDA, hereinaft:er called the COUNTY; 

V I T N E S S E T H: 

WHEBEAS, pursuant. to the power conferred ~on. :lt by Seed.cm 5.0l 
and 5.03 of the. Illterlocal Agreement between the Board of Couiicy Co:z:misa:1.one.n0 

the Dade County School Board and the Florida DepaJ:tmant of ~porcat:iou elated. 
Harch 2. 1977 • . the MPO may -tar into agreemants, other than 1.nt:erl.oc:&l agre
-nts, with local :mA/or state agenc:ies to utilize. the staff J:Uourc:aa of such 
agenc:ies or for the_ performance of certain services by such agar.ci••. and 

WREJ!EAs, Section. 7.03 of the afo~t::loned Interlocal. Agre.4111!ev.t p~· 
Tides· tliat the MPO shall ·enter into a Memorandum. of trnde.rst:ad:lng v:l.th Hetropol:l
Dade County on behalf of its Plamrlng Department as the areaW'ide A-95 agency• 
wh:lch Memorandum of Understanding shall prescribe the means by which the act::lv11:lea 
of the MPO and the areawi.de A-95 agency wil1 be coordinated as r~ed by Paxi: 4 
of the OM8 C:lrcular A-95 • and · 

WEREAS, the said Memorandum of Understanding shall specify how trau
portation planning and progrmming will be part: of the com;inbensively planned . 
development of the urbanized area. · 

NOW, TBEBEFOBE, in consideration of the.mutual covena.nts, prot:dses, and 
Tepresentatioi:-s herein, the parties agree as follows: 

1.00 Purpose 

For the reasons recited in the prea!llble, 'Which are hereby adO?ted as part: 
hereof, this agre-nt is to provide for professioaal services to carry out tha 
areawide A-95 review process as required by Part 4 of OM3 Circul.ar_A-95. 

2.00 Scope of Services 

It is agreed by the County on behal.f of its Planning Depax:t:ceut, that the 
Planning Department shall perform the functions of an areavide A-95 review &a-cJ' 
with respect to the work product of the transportation plannirg and programming 
process specified by the Urban Transportation Planning Agreei::ent be.tveen the MPO 
and the FOOT dated April 4, 1977 • and that such review trlil include but not be 
limited to all pertinent projects included in the Unified Pl aymin; 'llork ProgDllll 
and Transportat:ion Improvement Program. • 

. . . 
... ~ .. 
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3.00 Particular Covenants 

It is understood and agreed by and between the parties to this Agreement 
that: 

.01 The MPO shall submit to the Planning Department for review a final draft of 
the Unified Planning Work Program no less than 120 days before the end of the 
FDOT"fiscal year. The DepartJMa.t shall review the Unified PlallDing Work Program 
and within 30 days thereafter advise the MPO of its approval of the document or 
make such cOlllllll!1lt or suggested revisions as it deems appropriate • 

• 02 The MPO shall no less than 30 days before the end of the l!'lorida Department of 
Transportation's fiscal year submit to the Planning Department the Transportation 
Improvement Program including an annual element and a program element for four or 
more succeeding years for its review. The Depar~nt shall thereafter complete 
its review within 30 days and advise the MPO of its approval or make such co-nts 
or suggested revisions as !t may deem appropriate • 

• 03 The MPO and the County hereby recognize responaibility of the Areawide A-95 
clearinghouse to review all pertinent projects included in the Unified Plal!Ding 
Work Program and the Transportation Impro'9ellll!llt Program • 

• 04 The MPO and the County hereby recognize responsibility of the Planning Depart
~t, as the official areawi.de comprehensive planning agency for the Miami metro
politan area, in performing MPO related technical planning activities • 

• OS The PlallDing Department shall be afforded the opportunity to review and evaluat 
MPO's proposed Prospectus for consistency with the County's Comprehensive Develop
ment Master Plan, and may present its findings and reco1111111!ndstiona for consideration 
of the MPO prior to the MPO adoption of the Prospectus • 

• 06 The Plal!Ding Department shall be afforded the opportunity to review and evaluat .. 
MPO's proposed Transportation Plan (Long Range Element and the Transportation Symt ... 
Management Element) for consistency and coordination with other functional plan 
elements of the County's Comprehensive Development Master Plan, and may present its 
findings and recommendations for consideration of the MPO prior to MPO adoption 
of the Transportation Plan. 

4.00 Reimbursement of County 

.01 The annual budget for the performance of the tasks specified in this agreement 
shall be included in the annual budget of the MPO when same is prepared by the 
County Manager pursuant to Section 3.06 of the Management Services Agreement 
between the MPO and the Board of County Comm:l.ssionera • 

• 02 The MPO hereby agrees that it shall reimburse the County for all services 
rendered under this agreement as specified in the Unified Planning Work Program 
budget and all approved budgets under Federal or State grant contracts with 
the MPO. 

5.00 Transitory Provision 

During the interim period between the effective date of this agreement and 
the commencement of the UPWP for FY 77-78, the County shall be reimbursed for all 
services rendered as provided in the FY 76-77 UPWP budget and all approved budgets 
under Federal or State grant contracts with the County. 
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6.00 How Contract Affected by Provisions Being Held Invalid 

If any provision of this Agreement is held invalid, the remainder of this 
Agreement shall not be affected thereby if such remainder would then continue 
to conform to the terms and requirements of applicable law. 

7.00 Execution of Agreement 

This Memorandum of Understanding may be simultaniously executed in several 
cou~terparts, each of which so executed shall be deemed to be an original, and 
such counterparts together shall constitute one and the same instrument. 

8.00 Duration of Agreement and Withdrawal Procedure 

This Agreement s4all remain in effect until terminated by the parties to the 
Agreement. Any party may withdraw from said Agreement after presenttng, in written 
for:o, a notice of intent to withdraw, to the other parties, at least 60 days prior 
to the intended date of withdrawal, provided financial commitments made prior to 
witf.drawal are effective and binding for their full terms and amount regardless of 
wi tl-.drawal. 

9.00 Amendment of Agreement 

The COUNTY and the MPO may upon initiation of either party amend this agreement 
to cure any ambiguity, defect, omission or to grant any additional powers, or to 
con:er additional duties which are consistent with the intent and purpose of this 
aguement. 

10.00 Confirmation of Agreement_ 

The Agreement shall be reviewed annually by the MPO to confirm the validity of 
the contents and to recommend the type of amendments, if any, that are required. 

11.00 Agreement Format 

All words used herein in the singular form shall extend to and include the 
plcral. All words used in the plural form shall extend to and include the singular. 
All ~ords used in any gender shall extend to and include all genders. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, 
Understanding to be duly 
19ii. 

the undersigned parties have caused this 
executed in their behalf this OJ 7 day of 

Memorandum of 

~U?._ 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA 
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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 

FOR 

AREAWIDE (OTHER) A-95 REVIEW AGREEMENT 

(to be completed) 
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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 

THIS MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING hereinafter called the METROPOLITAN 
TRANSIT AGENCY AGREEMENT, made and entered into this 25 day of April , 
1977 by and between the METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION, hereinafter called 
the MPO and the BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS, DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA, hereinafter 
called the COUNTY: · 

W I T N E S S E T H: 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the power conferred upon it by Section 5.01 and S.03 
of the Interlocal Agreement between the Board of County Commisaioners, the Dade 
County School Board, and the Florida Department of Transportation dated March 2, 
1977, the MPO may enter into agreements, other than interlocal agreements, with 
local and/or state agencies to utilize the staff resources of such agencies or for 
the performance of certain services by such agencies, and 

WHEREAS, Section 7.02 of the aforementioned Interlocal Agreement provides 
that the MPO shall enter into a Memorandum of Understanding with Metropolitan Dade 
County on behalf of its Metropolitan Transit Agency, which Memorandum of Understand
ing shall set forth procedures to optimize the role of public mass transit within 
Dade County as a function of the planning and programming process of the MPO. 

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual covenants, promises, and 
representations herein, the parties agree as follows; 

1. 00 Purpose 

For the reason recited in the preamble, which are hereby adopted as part 
hereof, this agreement is to provide that the MPO shall plan and program projects 
which shall lead to the optimization of public transit usage. Such plans shall in
clude but not be limited to improvements of routes, schedules, express service, 
fare systems, passenger information systema, shelters and other amenities, the 
quality of maintenance, management procedures and controls, and preferential treat
ment for transit vehicles in street traffic. 

2.00 Scope of Services 

It is agreed by the Cotmty ·that the head of the Metropolitan Transit Agency 
shall serve as a technical advisor to the MPO and shall be involved in the Technical 
decision-making process as it relates to transportation planning and programning and 
that he shall be responsible for assuring that the needs and concerns of the transit 
system are appropriately addressed in the planning and programming effort. It is 
further agreed that the head of the MTA shall assign such personnel as may be re
quired to carry out the transit planning studies or tasks established by the Unified 
Planning Work Program. 
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3.00 Ownership and Operation of MTA 

The Metropolitan Transit Agency is an agency or subdivision of the government 
of Dade County, Florida and as such is owned and operated by. the County under the 
direct supervision and control of the County Manager. It is agreed and understood 
that the transit improvement plans and proposals of the Col.Dlty are in fact the plans 
and proposals of the MTA and vice-versa. 

4.00 How Contract Affected by Provisions Being Held Invalid 

If any provision of this Agreement is held invalid, the remainder of this 
Agreement shall not be affected thereby if such remainder would then continue to 
conform to the terms and requirements of applicable law. 

5.00 Reimbursement of Col.DltY 

.01 The annual budget for the performance of the taska incident to carrying 
out the transit planning studies or tasks established by the Unified Planning 
Work Program shall be included in the annual budget of the MPO when same is 
prepared by the County Manager pursuant to Section of the Memorandum of 
Understanding between the MPO and the Board of County Coi=issiouers dated 

• 02 The MPO hereby agrees that it .shall reimb.urae the COUNT! for all services 
rendered under this agreement as specified in the UPWP budget and all approved 
budgets under Federal or State grant contracts with the MPO. 

6.00 Transitory Provision 

During the interim period between the effective date of this agreement and 
the commencement of the UPWP for FY 77-78, the County shall be reimbursed ·for all 
services rendered as provided in the FY 76-77 UPWP budget snd all approved budgets 
l.Dlder Federal or State grant contracts with the COUNTY. 

7.00 Execution of Agreement 

This Memorandum of Understanding may be simultaneously e:r;ecuted in several 
counterparts, each of which so executed shall be deemed to be an original, and sue 

. counterparts together shall constitute one and the same instrument. 

8.00 Duration of Agreement snd Withdrawal Procedure 

This Agreement shall remain in effect until terminated by the parties to the 
'Agreement. Any party may withdraw from said Agreement after presenting, in writte 
form, a notice of intent to withdraw, to the other parties, at least 60 days prior 
to the intended date of withdrawal, provided financial comadtments made prior to 
withdrawal are effective and binding for their full terms and alllOUDt regardless of 
withdrawal. 

9.00 Amendment of Agreement 

The COUNTY and the MPO may upon initiation of either party amend this agree
ment to cure any ambiguity, defect, omission or to grant any additional powers, 
or to confer additional duties which are consistent with the intent and purpose of 
this agreement. 
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10.00 Confirmation of Agreement 

The Agreement shall be reviewed annually by the Y-?0 to confir:o the validity of 
the contents and to recommend the type of amendments, if any, t~at are required. 

11.00 . Agreement Format 

All words used herein in the singular fern shall exte~d to a~~ include the 
plural. All words used in the plural fon)l shall extend to and include the singular. 
All words used in any gender shall extend to and include all genders. 

JN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned parties have caused this ~anorandu;oi of 
Understanding to be duly executed in their behalf this 25th day of April, 
1977. 

Title: _____ c_o_u_N_T_Y_M_AN_A_G_E_R __ 
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35H~l.01 

35H-1.02 
35H-l.03 
35H-1.04 
35H-1.05 
3511-1. 06 
3511-1.07 
3511-1.08 
35H-1.09 
35H-l.10 
35H-1.ll 
35H-l.12 
35H-l.13 
35H-1.14 

RULES 

OF 

METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION 

FOR 

MIAMI URBANIZED AREA 

CHAPTER 35H-l 

RULES GOVERNING INTERNAL ORGANIZATION 

PART I 

GOVERNING BOARD 

Description of Organization 
Governing Board -
Governing Board 
Governing Board 
Quorum 
Minutes 

Composition 
Appointment 
Chairman & Vice 

Resolutions and Motions 
Regular Meetings 

Chairman 

Special Meetings, Emergency Meetings, Hearings & Workshops 
Agenda 
Conduct of Meetings 
Rules of Debate 
Adjournment 
Files of the MPO 

35H-1.0l DESCRIPTION OF ORGANIZATION - The Metropolitan Planning 

Organization for the Miami Urbanized Area is a quasi-legislative agency 

created by Interlocal Agreement pursuant to Florida Statutes Chapter 163 and 

is vested with the power and authority to conduct a continuing, cooperative 

and comprehensive transportation planning and progratmning process for the 

Miami Urbanized Area. 

35H-l.02 GOVERNING BOARD - COMPOSITION - The Metropolitan Planning 

Organization :1.s headed by a Governing Board consisting of voting members and 

non-voting members. The non-voting members shall sit with the same rights 

and privileges as other members except that non-voting members shall·not have 

the right to present resolutions, motions or sec~nd same or to vote upon any 

motions or resolutions of the MPO. 
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35H-l.03 GOVERNING BOARD - APPOINTMENT - The Governing Board of the 

KPO ahall be appointed by the Governor of Florida and shall serve at his 

pleasure provided: 

(1) In the event that any of the Commissions, Boards or Agencies decline 

to participate or withdraw from the MPO, the Governor shall designate replace

me.nt(s) from any appropriate governmental entity in the urbanized area. 

(2) Further, if the performance of a member of the MPO is unsatisfactory 

to the Governor and the member is, therefore,_ removed from the MPO, the 

Governor may appoint a replac~ment from any appropriate governmental entity 

in the urbanized area. 

(3) Where vacancies on. the MPO· occur for any-. reason, the Governor may 

also exercise the option of designating no replacement to fill the vacancies. 

35H-l.04 GOVERNING BOARD - CHAIRMAN AND VICE CHAIRMAN - The Chairman of 

the MPO Governing Board shall be, ex-officio, the Mayor of Dade County, Florida 

and shall preside at all meetings, hearings and conferences when present. In 

the absence of the Chairman, the Vice Chairman shall preside. The Vice Chair

man shall be selected by a majority of the Governing Board and shall serve at 

its pleasure. 

35H-l.05 QUORUM - A majority of the whole number of voting members of 

the Governing Board shall constitute a quorum. No resolution or motion shall 

be adopted by th' Governing Board except upon the affirmative vote of a majority 

of the members present. 

(1) Any member of the Governing Board who announces a conflict of interest 

on a particular matter shall leave the meeting chambers until the consideration 

of the matter is concluded. Any such member who does not leave the chambers 

shall be deemed absent for purposes of constituting a quorum. 1 counting the 

vote, or fo~ any other purpose. 

(2) Should no quorum attend within thirty minutes after the hour appointed 

for the meeting of the Governing Board, the .,Chairman or the Vice-Chairman or in 

their absence 1 the Secretariat, may adjourn the nieeting. ln that event, those 

members present may, by unanimous agreement, select another hour or day. The 
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names of the members present and their action at such meeting shall be recorded 

in the minutes by the Secretariat. 

358-1.06 MINUTES - All official actions of the Governing Board are 

recorded and kept in permanent minute files by the Secretariat of the MPO 

which are open to public inspection during regular office hours at the 

principal office of the MPO in Miami, Florida. 

3511-1.07 RESOLUTIONS AND MOTIONS - All actions of the Governing Board 

shall be by resolution o.r motion as follows: 

(1) Action by resolution shall be required for: 

(a) all matters relating to approval of agreements or contracts of 

any nature; 

(b) adoption of budgets; approval of transportation plans or programs 

or amendments thereto; 

(c) adoption of policy directives; 

(d) adoption of rules of procedure; establishment of or changes in 

internal organizational structure; and 

(e) any other matters deemed by the Governing Board to be of sufficient 

importance to warrant adoption by formal resolution. 

(2) All official and formal resolutions of the MPO shall be recorded 

and kept in the Secretariat's permanent files. 

(3) Action by motion shall be for: 

(a) approval of purely administrative matters including d:l.rectivee 

or authorizations to the Chairman, Connittees, the technical staff, 

the public involvement structure o~ the Secretariat. 

(4) All official and formal motions shall be recorded in the minutes of 

the meeting at which the action is taken. 

3SH-l.08 REGULAR MEETINGS - The MPO's regularly scheduled monthly 

.-eetings shall be on the fourth Monday of each month unless changed by 

resolution of the Governing Board. A regular meeting may be cancelled by the 

Chairman or Vice-Chairman provided advance notice of such cancellation shall 

b_e made public at least seven (7) days before such meeting was to have taken place .. 
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35H-l.09 SPECIAL MEETINGS, EMERGENCY MEETINGS, HEARINGS & WORKSHOPS 

(l) A special meeting of the MPO Governing Board may be called by the 

1PC1jority of the members of the MPO. The Secretariat shall notify each member 

of the MPO of such special meeting stating the date, hour and place of the 

aeeting and the purpose for which such meeting is called, and no other busi

ness shall ~e transacted at that meeting. 

(2) No less than seven (7) days before such special meeting, the Secre

tariat shall give public notice of the date, hour and place of the special 

meeting including a statement" of the general subject matter to be considered, 

unless such notice is impossible under the circumstances. 

(3) An emergency meeting of the MPO may be called by the Chairman when

ever, in his opinion, an emergency exists which requires immediate action by 

the MPO. Whenever such emergency meeting is called, the Chairman shall notify 

the Secretariat who shall forthwith notify each MPO member, stating the date, 

hour and place of the meeting and the purpose for which it is called, and no 

other business shall be transacted at that meeting. At least twenty-four hours 

shall elapse between the time the Secretariat receives notice of the meeting 

and the time the meeting is to be held. 

(4) If after reasonable diligence, it becomes impossible to give notice 

to each member, such failure shall not affect the legality of the meeting if 

a quorum be in attendance. The minutes of each special or emergency meeting 

shall show the manner and method by which notice of such special or emergency 

meeting was given to each member of the MPO, or shall show a waiver of notice. 

All special or emergency meetings shall be open to the public and shall be 

held and conducted in the Dade County Courthouse or other suitable facility 

within Dade County, Florida. Minutes thereof shall be kept by the Secretariat. 

(5) Anything herein to the contrary notwithstanding, notice of any 

special or emergency meeting of the MPO may be waived only by a majority of 

the entire membership of the MPO. No special or emergency meeting shall be 

held unless notice thereof has been given in compliance with this section, or 

notice thereof is waiyed by a majority of the entire membership of the MPO. 

121 



(6) Public hearings and workshops may be called by the MPO Governing 

Board and may be scheduled before or after regular meetings at the same meeting 

place or may be scheduled at other times and place.a provided~ 

(a) The Secretariat shall give public notice of the date, hour and 

place of the hearing or workshop including a statement of the general subject 

matter to be considered no less than seven (7) days before the event. 

(b) No formal business, for which notice has not been given, shall be 

transacted at such publi.c hearings or workshops. 

35H-l.10 AGENDA - There shall be an official agenda for every meeting of 

the HPO Governing Board, which shall determine the order of business conducted 

'at the meeting •. 

(1) The MPO Governing Board shall not take action upon any matter, proposal, 

or item of business which is not listed upon the official agenda, unless two-thirds 

(2/3) of the entire MPO shall have first consented to the presentation thereof for 

consideration and action. 

(2) No resolution or other matter listed on the agenda for public hearing or 

the vote thereon may be deferred until a later time unless two-thirds (2/3) of the 

voting members present shall vote in favor of such deferral. 

(3) The agenda shall be prepared by the Secretariat. 

(4) Matters may be placed on the agenda by any MPO member, the County 

Manager, the County Attorney or the Secretariat. 

(5) A copy of each resolution shall be furnished to the MPO members not 

later than four (4) calendar days before a vote may be called on the resolution. 

(6) The provisions of subsection (5) of this rule shall be deemed waived 

unless asserted by a voting member before the MPO takes action on the resolution 

in question. 

(7) This rule is not applicable to special or emergency meetings called 

pursuant to Rule 35H-l.09. 

35H-l.ll CONDUCT OF MEETINGS - All meetings of the MPO Governing Boar~ 

shall be conducted in accordance with the following: 

(1) The Chairman shall preside at all meetings at which he is present. 
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(2) In the absence of the Chairman, the Vice-Chairman shall preside. 

(3) The presiding officer shall preserve strict order and decorum at 

all meetings. 

(4) The Chairman shall state every question coming before the Governing 

Board and announce the decision of the Governing Board on all matters coming 

before it. 

(5) A majority vote of the members present shall govern and conclusively 

determine all questions of order not otherwise covered. 

(6) The presiding offiCer may vote on all questions, his name being 

called last. 

(7) The Secretariat of the MPO shall, upon request, ~ertify all resolutions 

adopted by the MPO. 

(8) The County Attorney or his designee shall act as parliamentarian, 

and shall advise and assist the presiding officer in matters of parliamentary law. 

(9) The County Attorney or his designee shall be available to the MPO at 

all meetings. 

(10) The Chairman shall take the chair at the hour appointed for the 

meeting, and shall call the MPO to order immediately. 

(11) In the absence of the Chairman and the Vice-Chairman, the Secretariat 

shall then determine whether a quorum is present and in that event shall c~ll for 

the election of a temporary chairman. Upon the arrival of the Chairmant or the 

Vice-Chairman, the temporary chairman shall relinquish the chair upon the conclusion 

of the business immediately before the MPO. 

(12) Before proceeding with the business of the MPO, the Secretariat or his 

designee shall call the roll of the members in alphabetical order,. and the names 

of those present shall be entered in the minutes. 

(13) rn the event the roll call reflects the absence of any member, that 

fact shall be noted in the minutes. 

(14) Any member who intends to be abs;nt from any MPO meeting shall notify 

the Secretariat of the MPO of the intended absence as soon as he conveniently can. 
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(15) All meetings of the Governing Board shall be open to the public. 

Promptly at the hour set for each meeting, the members of the Governing Board, 

the MPO attorney, the County Manager and the Secretariat shall take their 

regular stations in the meeting chamber, and the bµsiness of the Governing Board 

shall be taken up for consideration and disposition in accordance with the agenda 

for the meeting. 

(16) Unless a reading of the minutes of a meeting is requested by a 

majority of the MPO Governing Board, such minutes, when approved by the MPO 

Governing Board and signed by. the Chairman and the Secretariat, shall be considered 

approved without reading, provided that the Secretariat deliver a copy thereof to 

·each.member of the MPO Governing Board an~ to the MPo att~mey at least tw6 full 

working days preceding the meeting. 

(17) The minutes of prior meetings may be approved by a majority of the 

mem.b~rs present, and upon such approval shall become the official minutes. 

(18) Upon every roll call vote the names of the members shall be called 

alphabetically by surname, except that the names shall be rotated after each roll 

call vote, so that the member who voted first on a preceding roll call shall vote 

last upon the next subsequent matter; provided, however, that the Chainnan, if 

presiding, shall always cast his vote last. Upon relinquishing the chair, the 

Chairman may vote in alphabetical order with the other members, and the then 

presiding officershall cast his vote last. 

(19) The Secretariat shall call the roll, tabulate the votes, and announce 

the results. 

(20) The vote upon any resolution, motion or other matter may be a vof ce 

vote, provided that the Chairman or any member may require a roll call vote to 

be taken upon any resolution or motion. 

(21) All proceedings and the order of business at all meetings of the MPO 

·caverning Board shall be conducted in accordance with the official agenda. _Any 

departure frOm the order of business set forth in the official agenda shall be 

aade only upon majority vote of the voting members of the MPO Governing Board 

present at the meeting. 
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,(22) Any citizen shall be entitled to be placed on the official agenda of 

a regular meeting of the KPO Governing Board and be heard conceTning any matter 

within the scope of the jurisdiction of the HPO Governing Board. 

(23) Any citizen shall be entitled to speak on any matter appearing on 

the official agenda under the sections entitled "Public.Hearin&••" and "Public 

Presentation of matters by citizens." 

(24)' No citizen shall be permitted to address the HPO Governing Board on 

any matter not appearing on the official agenda, unless the MPO Governing Board1 

ehall first grant permission ~o be heard by a two-thirds vote of the entire body. 

(25) .No citizen shall be entitled as a matter of right to address the MPO 

Governing Board on any matter listed on the official agenda which is.not scheduled 

for public hearing, discussion or debate. Citizens shall not be permitted to 

epeak on any matters listed on the official agenda other than tho1e appearing 

under the sections entitled "Public Hearinga"and "Public Presentation of matters 

by citbena," unless the HPO Governing Board shall first grant permission to be 

hmard by majority vote of the members present at the meeting. 

(26) Each persont other. than members of the HPO staff, who addresses the 

!IP(). Governing Board shall give the following information in an audible tone of 

voice for the minutes: 

(a) His name; 

(b) His address; 

(c} Whether he speaks for himselft a group of persons, or a third 

party; if the person says that he represents an organization, he shall also 

indicate the number of members in the organization, the annual dues paid by 

the. llR•bera, the date of the most recent meeting of the organization's board 

or governing council, and whether the view expressed by the •peaker represents 

an established policy of the organization approved by the board or governing council. 

(d) Whether he is being compensated by the person or persona for whom 

he apeaka; and 

(e) Whether he or any member of his immediate family baa a personal 

financial interest in the pending matter, other than that set forth in (d). 



(27) Unless further time is granted by the MPO Governing Board, each 

person shall limit his address to five (5) minutes. 

(28) All remarks shall be addressed to the MPO Governing Board as a body 

and not to any member thereof. No person, other than Governing Board members, 

cOllllliesioners and the person having the floor, shall be permitted to enter into 

any discussion, either directly or through a member, without the permission of 

the presiding officer. No question shall be asked a Governing Board member 

except through the presiding officer. 

3SH-l.12 RULES OF DEBATE - The conduct of business of the Governing Board 

of the MPO shall be governed by Mason's Manual of Legislative Procedure (1953 

lldition) in all cases to which they are applicable· except as otherwise· provided 

bY the following: 

(1) When a motion is presented and seconded, it is under consideration 

and no other motion shall be received thereafter, except to adjourn, to lay on 

the table, to postpone, or to amend until the question is decided. These motions 

shall have preference in the order·in whiCh they are mentioned and the first 

two shall be decided without debate, Final action upon a pending motion may be 

deferred until a date certain by a majority of the members present. 

(2) Upon relinquishing the chair, the presiding officer may move, second 

and debate, subject only to such limitations of debate as are by these rules 

imposed upon all members. 

(3) Every member desiring to speak for any purpose shall address the 

pre•iding officer, and upon recognition, shall·confine himself to the question 

under debate, avoiding all personalities and indecorous language. 

(4) A member once recognized, shall not be interrupted when speaking 

unless it be to call him to order or as herein otherwise provided. If a member 

while speaking, be called to order, he shall cease speaking until the question 

of order be determined by the presiding officer, •nd if in order he shall be 

permitted to proceed. Any member may appea~ to the Goveiuing Board from the 

decision of the Chairman upon a question of order, when without debate the 

Chairman shall submit to the Governing Board the question, "Shall the decision 
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of the chair be sustained?" and the Governing Board shall.decide by a majority 

vote. 

(5) The member moving the adoption of a llDtion or reeolution shall have 

the privilege of closing the debate. 

(6) Upon any roll call there shall be no discussion by any member before 

eaatiag his vote, and he shall vote yes or no. 

(a) Any member, upon voting, may give a brief statement to explain 

his vote. 

(b) A member shall have the privilege of filing with the Secretariat 

a written explanation of his vote. 

(7) Any member who announces a conflict of ·interest on a particular. matter 

and a decision to refrain from voting or otherwise participating in the proceed

ings ralated to that matter shall leave the meeting chambers until the considers-

• tion of that matter is concluded. Any such member who does not leave the chamber• 

ehall be deemed absent for purposes of constituting a quorum., counting the vote, 

or for ~ny other purpose. 

(8) An action of the Governing Board may be reconsidered only at the same 

.-etiD& at which the action was taken or at the next regular meeting thereafter. 

(a) A motion to reconsider may be made only by a member who voted on 

the prevailing side of the question and muat be concurred in by a 

majority of those present at the meeting. 

(b} A motion to reconsider shall not be considered unless at least 

the same number of members are present as participated in the 

original vote under consideration, or upon affirmative vote of 

two-thirds (2/3) of those members present. 

(c) Adoption of a motion to reconsider shall rescind the action 

reconsidered. 

3SB-l.13 ADJOURNMENT - A motion to adjourn shall always be in order and 

decided without debate. 
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3SH-l.14 FILES OF THE llPO - The Secretariat shall.keep and maintain the 

official files of the llPO, which files ahall be open for public inspection 

during no"'NI~ business hours at the llPO'a principal office in Miami, Florida, 
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, 
MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT 

ASSIGNMENT OF CONTRACT 

THIS AGREEMENT, made and entered into on the date 

specified herein, by and among each to the other herein named 

entities that hereafter are called collectively the parties: the 

DADE COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS, hereinafter called the 

County; the METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION for the Miami Urbani

zed Area, hereinafter called the MPO; and the STATE OF FLORIDA DE

PARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION, hereinafter called the Department; 

WITNESSETH: 

WHEREAS, the MPO has been designated by the Governor of 

the State of Florida to function in various capacities in connect

ion with the urban transportation planning process for the Miami 

Urbanized Area, including that of receiving and accounting for 

the use of Metropolitan Planning (PL) Funds; and 

WHEREAS, the County and the Department entered into a 

Joint Participation Agreement on May 13, 1975 (copy of which is 

attached for reference), under which the County was designated as 

the agency to receive and account for the use of PL funds, in 

which capacity the County now serves; and 

WHEREAS, the performance of the duties described in said 

agreement of May 13, 1975 is now properly the responsibility of 

the MPO; 

NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the premises, the 

parties agree as follows: 

1. The County assigns all its interest in the above 

described agreement to the MPO. 

2. The MPO accepts the assignment and assumes all the 

duties and obligations of the County under the agreement. 
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(c) Checks. Orders, a~d Vouchers4 Any check or o~der d:~..m. by the P\:blic 
Agency \<lith respect to any item \o:hich is or will be cha=geable agair~~ ~be 

·Project Acco~t '-'_ill be ~Qza\m only in accordance \·1ith a prope.::ly sig=.eci voi..:c:ier 
then on file in the _of!ice of the Public Agency stating in prop~r Ce~ail the 
purpose for which

4 

such check o:: order is drawn.. All checks, ?a.y~olls, ir.:.·1oic:es, 
contracts, vouchers, orders,. or other accounting docu:::.ents pert.a.ini...""!"; i...,_ whole 
or in part to the Project shall be clearly identified, readily accessible, ar.d, 
to the extent feasible, kept separate and apart from all ot.'ler such eoet.:::.ents •.. -

(fl Audit and Inspection. The Public Agency shall permit, and shall require 
its contractors to pe--r:i.it Fn::A and the Dcpartr.1ent' s auth'O'rized reF::es-en::atives 
to inspect all work, materials, payrolls, records of personnel, invoices of 
materials, and other relevant data and records; and to audit t.'le boo:;..s, records, 
and accounts of the Public Agency, pertaining to the development of t:!le Project. 
Records of costs incurred under terms of this Agreement shall. be 1:1a:i..:>tained and 
made available upon request to the Department or FHl·1A at all ti=.es during the 
period of this Agreement and for three years after final payment is ::ia.de. 
Copies of these doc~~ents and records shall be furnished to the Depa...-tI:ent or 
FHWA upon request. 

a.oo Requisitions and Payments. 

(a) Preliminary Action by the Public Agency. :tn -order to obtain a.."l.y 
payment, the Public Agency shall: 

(l) File with the Department its requisition therefor, on for.:i or 
forms p:?:escribod by the Department, and sue.':! other data pel::-tain:L.,g to the 
Project Account {as defined L"l Section 7.00(a) hereof) a."ld the P=oject as t.'le 
Department may require, to justify and support the payment requisitioned; and 

.(2) Comply with all applicable provisions of this Agree:i.ent. 

(b) The Dep8rtment•s Obligations. Subject to other provisions hereof, 
the Department will honor such re~uisitions in amounts and at ti.:::es dee.~ed by 
the Department to be proper to insure the carrying out of the Proje~ a.-:d 
payment of the eligible costs thereof in accordance herewith. Ho~ever, 

notwithstanding ~.ny other provision of this Agreement, the Departr.:ent cay elect 
by notice in writ~ng not to m?.ke a payment on account of the Project if· 

(1) · Misrepresencation. The Public A;ency shall have I:iade misre:>re
sentation of a material nature in its Application, or a..~y supple=ent thereto 
or amendment thereof, or in or with respect to ·any docu.~ent or data fu..~ished 
therewith or pursuant hereto: 

(2) Litigation. There is then pending litigation with respect to 
the performance by the Public Agency of any of its duties or obligations ~hich 
may jeopardize or adversely affect the Project, this Agreemen~, or pc;.yme."lts to 
the Project: 

(3) Concurrence by Government. The Public Agency shall have taken 
aey action pertaining to the Project which under the established procedures 

' requires the prior approval of the Departr.'.ent or shall have proceeded to ~a~e 
related expenditures or incur related obligations without having been advised 
by the. Department that the same are satisfactory: 
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(4) Conflict of Interests. There has· been· any violation of the 
.conflict. of interest prq_visions contained herein;· 

(5) Default. The Public Agency shall be in default under any of 
the provisions of the Agreement. 

(c) Disallowed Costs. In detennining the amount of the financing payment, 
the Department will e:<clude all !':!"eject costs incurred by the Public Agency 
prior to the effective date of this Agreement or prior to the date of a letter 
of No Prejudice, costs incurred by the Public Agency which are not provided for 
in the latest approved budget for the Project, and costs attributable to"goods 
or services received under a contract or other arrangements which have not 
been approved in \·1Titing by the Department. A letter of No Prejudice provided 
to the Public Aqency by the Depart.~ent may provide that expenditures related 
to the project may be recognized from the date of· said letter as a part of the 
total Project prior to, and subject to, the effective date of the Joint Partici
pation Agreement. 

9.00 Termination or Suspension of Government's Obligations. 

(a) Termination or Suspensio~ Generally. If the Public Agericy abandons 
or, before completion, finally discontinues the Project.1 or if, by reason of 
any of the events or conditions set, forth in paragraphs. (l) to (5) inclusive, 
of Section B.OO(b) hereof, or for any other reason, the commencement, prosecu
tion, or timely completion of the Project by the Public Agency is rendered 
improbable, infeasible, impossible, or illegal, the Department may, by written 
notice to the Public Agency, suspend any or all of its obligations under this 
.Agreement until such ti.~e as the event or condition resulting in such suspension 
bas ceased or been corrected, or the Department may terminate any or all of its 
obligations under this Agreement. · 

• 

(b) Action Subsequent to Notice of Termination or Suspension. Upon receipt 
of any final termination notice under this Section, the Public Agency shall 
proceed promptly to carry out the actions required therein which may include 
any or all of the following: (1) necessary action to terminate or suspend, as 
the case may be, Project activities and contracts and such other action as may 
be required or desirable to keep to the minimum the costs upon the basis of 
which the financing is to be computed; (2) furnish a statement of the status of 
the Project activities and cf the Project ~cccunt as well as a proposed sehedulP.r 
plan, and budget for terminating or suspending i..nd closing out Project activities 
and contracts, and other undertakings the costs of which are otherwise includ
able as Project costs; and (3) remit to the Dep.<:rtnient such portion of the 
financing and any advance payment previously received as is determined by the 

• Departmc;nt to be due the Government under the provisions of the Agreement. The 
closing out shall be carried out in conformity with the latest schedule, plan, 
and budget as approved by the Department or upon the basis of terms and condi
tions imposed by the Department upon the failure of the Public Agency to furnish 
the schedule, plan, and budget within a reasonable time. The acceptance of a 
remittance by the Public Agency or the closing out of Federal financial partic~ 
ipation in the Project shall not constitute a waiver of any claim which the 
Department may otherwise have arising .out of this Agreement. 
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l0.00 'Rcrnis~ion of Project ;,ccount lipon Cc::-.pletion of Project .. 

Upon completion of the Project, and af~er P"-}'T.'l.ent, pro·;isio:: for payr.;.ent, 
or reimburscccnt of ~11 Project costs payable fro~ the ~oje~ A:eount is ~ade, 
the Public /,q<>ncy shall remit to the Departnent any une>:pencsd balance in the 
Project Account less its proportionate share thereof. 

ll.00 contracts of the Public Agency. 

Except as otherwise authorized in ~.Titing by the Depart::ent ~-:d F!~i'IA, the 
Public Agency shall not execute any contract or obligl'.tc itsel:= i.."1 any other 
manner with any third party with respect to the Project "'ithout tbe prior ''Titten 
concurrence of the Department and FP.>1A. Subletting of consultant conb::-acts 
shall be in accordance with the requirements of Paragraph Sj of FEWA's PPH 50-1.2 

12.00 Restrictions, Prohibitions, Controls, and Labor Provisions. 

(a) It is understood and agreed that all rights of the Dep~nt relating 
to inspection, review, approval and audit of the work, tracing, plans, specifi
cations, maps, data, and cost records relating to this A,,-reecent s~all also be 
reserved and held by authorized representatives of the United States of :.r-..erica. 

(b) It is understood and agreed that, in order to pa..-.:iit federal partici
pation, no supplemental agreement of any nature may be entered into by the 
parties hereto with regard to the work to be perfonr.ed hereun:ier wit.'i.out t.'1e 
approval of Fed. DOT, anything to the contrary in this Agreement notwithstan:iing. 

(c) Compliance with Regulations. The Public Agency shall co::ply with the 
regulations of Fed. DOT relative to non-discrimination in feeerally-assisted 
progr<lllls of the Fed. DOT (Title 49, Code of Federal Regulations, !?c.o. L 21, herein
after referred to as the Regulations) , which are herein incorporated by reference 
and made a part of the contract. 

{d) Nondiscrimination. The Public Agency, with regard to t.'i.e work perfor.:ied 
by it after award and prior to completion of the contract "'ork, will not dis=im
inate on the grounds of race, color, religion, sex or national origin in the 
selection and retention of subcontractors, including procure~ents of material 
and leases of equipment. The Public Agency will not participate eit.~~ directly 
or indirectly in the discrimination prohibited by Section 21.5 of the Regulations, 
inclttd~.,_g C:!lplo:tmcnt practices when the contract co\Ters t.11.e prc;r.a.O?t set fo:=t:!l 
in Appendix B of the Regulations. 

(e) Solicitations for Subcontructs, Including P:!"Ocu:e=:.ents of ~-!aterials 
and E(!Uiprnent. In all solicitations made by co~petitive biC.ding or negoi:iation 
made by the Public Agency for work to be performed under a subcontract, 
including procurements of materials and leases of equip~entr each potential 
subcontractor, supplier or lessor shall be notified by the Public A;;ency of 
obligations under this contract and the regulations relative to no~iscrimination 
on the grounds of race, color, religion, sex or national origin. 

(fl Information and Reports. The Putlic Agency "'ill provide all inforna
tion and reports required by the Regulations, or orders and inst-"'Uctions issued 
pursuant thereto, and will permit access to its books, records, accounts, other 
sources of inforrnatio~, and its facilities as 1;ic1y be determine<! by t!'le !)ep~t
ment or FHHA to be pertinent to ascertain cor..pli;µice with such Regulations, 
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orders and instructions. Where any information rcc,uired of the Public Agency 
is in the cxclusi,,.e possession of an~thcr \,.·ho fails or refuses to furnish this 

·information, the Public Agency shall certify to the Department, or F!~~A, as 
appropriate, and.shall set forth what efforts it has made to obtain the informa
tion. 

(gJ Sanctions for Noncorn9liance. In the event of the Public Agency• s 
noncompliance \-1ith ti1e nondiscri.~ination provisions of this contract, the 
Department shall impose such contract sanctions as it or FHWA may determine 
to be appropriate, including, but not limited to·, withholding of payment.-; to 
the Public Agenc:Y under the contract until the Public Agency complies; ~nd/or 
cancellation. termination or suspension of the contract, in whole or in pilrt. 

(h) Incorporation of Provisions. The Public Agency will include the 
provisions of Paragraphs (c) through (h) in every subcontract, including pro
curement of materials and leases of equipment, unless exempt by the Regula
tions, order, or instructions issued pursuant thereto. The Public.Agency 
will take such action with respect to any subcontract or procurement.as the 
Department or FHWl\ may direct as a means of enforcing such provisions including· 
sanctions for noncompliance, provided, how~ver, that, in the event the Public 
Agency becomes involved in, or is threateded with, litigation with a subcon
tractor or supplier as a result or such direction, the Public Agency may 
request the State to enter into such litigation to protect the interests of 
the State, and, in addition, may request the United States to ent~r into such 
litigation to protect the interests of the United States. 

(i) Prohihited Interests. Neither the Public Agenc:Y nor any of its 
contractors or thair subcontractors shall enter into any con~aCt, subcontract, 
or arrangement in connection with the Project or any property included or 
planned to be included in the Project, ·in which an~· member, officer, or employee 
of the Public Agency or the locality during his tenure or for one year thereafter 

·has any interest, direct or.indirect. If any such present or former member, · 
officer, or employee involuntarily acquires or had acquired prior to the begin
ning of his tenure any such interest, and if such interest is immediately dis
closed to the Public Agency and such disclosure is entered upon the minutes of 
the Public Agency, the Public Agency with the prior approval of the Department, 
may waive the prohibition contained in this subsection: Provided, that any 
such present member, officer or err.ployee shall not participate in any action 
by the Public Agency or the locality relating to such contract, subcontract, or 
arrangement. 

The Public Agency shall insert in all contracts entered into in connection 
with the Project or any property included or planned to be included in any 
Projoct, and shall require its contractors to insert in each of their subcon
tracts, the following provision: 

"No member, officer, or employe& of the Public Agency o~ of the 
locality during his tenure or for one year thereafter shall 
have any interest, direct or indirect, in this contract or the 
proceeds thereof." 

The provisions of this subsection shall not be applicable to any agreement 
between the Public l\gency and its fiscal depositories, or to any agreement for 
utility services the rates for which are fixed or controlled by a Governmental 
agency. 



13.00 1·1isc(!llaneous Provisions. 

(a) Environmental Pollution. All Proposals~ Pla..'1s a..'1d Speci!ications for 
the acquisition, construction, reconstruction, irp~ove~ent of f aci1itics or 
equipment, shall be presented to th~ Dcpcxt~ent for app~oval. In rende~ing such 
approval, the D~partment shall take into consideratio~ whethc:::" ~uch facilities 
or equip>1ent is designed and equipped to prevent a..'1d control envircmnental , 
pollution. 

(b) Govern..,,ent Not Obligated to Thi.rd P?.rties. The Depart:le.'1t shall not 
be obligated or liable hereunder to any party ot.~er than_ the Pu!>lic hgency. 

(c) When Rights and Remedies Not 1·1aived. In no event shall the ca1-ing by 
the Department of any payment-to the.Public Agency constitute or be construed 
as a waiver by the Department of any breach of covenant or any default which 
may then exist, on the part of the Public Agency, <U'1d the r.>akinq of az:.y such 
payment by the Department while any such breach or default shall exist shall in 
no way impair or prejudice any right or remedy available to the Depart:lent in 
respect of such breach or default. 

(d) How Contract Affected by Provisions Being Held Invalid. If any pro
vision of this Agreement is held invalid, the remainder of this Agreement shall 
not be affected thereby if such remainder would then continue to confori:i to the 
te:nns and requirements of applicable law. 

(e) Bonus or Commission. By execution of the Agreement the Pu!>lic Agency 
represents that it has not paid and, also, agrees not to pay, any bonus or 
cornmission for the purpose of obtaining an approval of its oi:.pplic.i.tion for the 
financial assistance hereunder. 

(f) State or Territorial Law. Nothing in the Agreement shall require the 
Public Agency to observe or enforce compliance with any provision thereof, per
fo:nn any other act or do any other thing in contravention of any applicable State 
law: Provided, that if any of the provisions of the Agreement viola~e any appli
cable State law, the Public Agency will at once notify the Depart.":lent in ,,-:riting 
in order that appropriate changes and modifications may be made by the Depart
ment and the Public Agency to the end that the Public Agency may proceed as soon 
as possible with the Project. 

(g) Sale of rroject Facilities or Equipment. The Public Agency agrees that 
the Project facilities and equipment will be used for the Project herein provided 
for the period of the useful life of such facilities and equip:en~ as determined 
in accordance with the general accounting standards and approved by the Department. 
If during the period of their useful life, any project facility or equipment is 
sold, other than for their replacement in such service life facility or ec:;:uip'"ent, 
the Public Agency agrees to remit to the Department the proportional ar.:ount of 
the sale proceeds determined on the basis of the r.atio of the Depart:lent contri
bution to the total cost of the Project provided in°this Agreer::ent. 

(h) Interest of 1-!ernbers of or Delegates to Cor.gress. No mer-ber of or 
delegate to the Congress of the United States shall ba aci.-:iitted to any share 
or part of this contract or to any benefit arising therefrom. 

(i) This Agreement is subject to all appliccl>le requirc:?:cnts of F1'\-I/\' s 
PPM 50-1. 2 relative to approval of travel by Fm·lil, report vublication provisions, 
equipntcnt, rental of spcice or equipment, and indirect Costs. 
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.14.00 Execution of Agrce~ent. 

This contract may be sir.mlt=eously executed in several counterparts, each 
of which so executed shall be deemed to be an _original, and such counterparts 
together shall constitute one =d the same instrument. 

15.00 Agrce~ent Format. 

All words used herein in the singular form shall extend to and include 
the plural. All words used in the plural fo:!.T.l shall extend to and include the 
singular. All words used in any gender shall extend to and include all 
genders. 
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::rn WITNESS WHEREOF, the Public Agency has caused this contract to be 

duly executed in its behalf, and thereafter 

same to be duly executed in its behalf this 

tho Department has causea the 

. th. £~-
,11::;-day of 6-''7 ' 

APPROVED: 

PUBLIC AGEMCY 

DADE 

TITLE: Y Manager 

APPROVED AS TO FOIU-1 h'm LEGALIT'l: ATn:S2t~~6~, (SE~>!.) 

TITLE:~-,.~~~~~-D_E_P_UTY~_c_L_E_RK~~~~~-
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EXHIBIT "A" 

This Exhibit forms an integral part of that certain Joint Participation 

Agreement bet-en the state of Florid.a Department of Transportation and 

The Dade County Board of. County Cornmissioner·s 

dated __ ...:../_!f.._7--,f"-·-_.../.~~._ ....... /_.1_.~ 7 ...... 5.__,-• 

THE PROJECT: Millllli Urban Area Transportation Planning Process 

. LOCATION: Miami, Florida 

'l'llE PROJECT DETAIL: 

This project consists of acc:cmplishment.of the tasks for which Public 
Agency is responsible in the Miami Urban Area Transportation Planning 
Process These tasks are described fully as tc scope and 
cost in the MOATS Unified Work Program of Transportation Related Activities 
for July l, l974 - June 30, l975 , 
dated September 23, l974 The following tasks, or portions 
thereof, are intended to be accomplished through the utilization of the funds 
administered under this p,qreement: 

Project No. and Name 

l.O 

2.0 

3.0 

lid.ministration 

Continuing Transportation and Related Planning Activities e 

coordinated Support Program 

Note: The above stated projects are further identified in the MOATS Unified 
Work Program of Transportation Relaeed ACtivitias for July l, l974 -
June 30, l975 • 
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II. PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT APPENDICES 

A, Public Involvement Policy Committee 

B. Intergovern111ental Policy Committee 

(To be completed) 
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III. TECHNICAL APPENDICES 

(To be completed) 
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